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LUTERPE LFAVES TOWN : ACCOMPANIES 


LADY ELIZABETH TUDOR TO EELIS 
HALL, IN ESSEX. 
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[7 UTERPE having quitted the gay 
ſcenes of 'the metropolis for that ra- 
tional enjoyment which every contempla- 
tive mind muſt feel in retirement, ſhe 
had leiſure to compoſe her agitated ſpirits 
and meditate with gratitude to heaven for 
her many providential eſcapes; being more 
than once on the brink of ruin. She had 


not been but two months in the country, 


on a vilit with Lady Elizabeth,. before her 
Ladyſhip wr: ſafely delivered of a fon who, 
immediately upon his birth, was carried 
into che apartment of Euterpe, and received 
as her future godſon, with all that maternal 
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tendcineſs which ſhe ever after cvinced 
when he became her ſon-in law; but little 
did ſhe en think that ſuch an even! 
would cver take place! As ſoon as Lady 
Elizabcth was able to fit up, the young in- 
fant was chriſtened, to which ceremony 
moſt of the neighbouring nobility werc 
invited. Her Ladyſhip, who never en- 
joyed a good ſtate of health aſter the birth 
of her eldeſt fon, grew infinitely worſe, 
and dicd a ſew months after her laſt lying- 
in of an internal decay, or liver complaint, 
at the age of only thirty-ſeven! As loon 
as Mr. Tudor had paid a juſt tribute to 
thoſe virtues ſhe poſſeſſed, by ereQing 
a monument with an handſome inſcrip— 
tion to her memory, he ſet out for Lon- 
don, leaving his four children under the 
protection of Euterpe, who retired with 
them to a delightful cottage, cloſe to the 
fea; and ſituated at the bottom of very 
high rocks which ſheltered them entirely 
from the north-caſt winds; in this ſweet 
iolitude did ſhe employ herſelf for many 
months, during the abſence of Mr. Tudor, 
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ii inltructing her young pupils, who made 
10 great a progrels under her tuition, as 
both aſtomiſhed and delighted Mr. T. on 
his return home. His clicem for Euterpe 
encrcaied daily, and hcightened the good 
opinion he had before entertained of her, 
and as ſhe had given ſuch inconteſtable 


proofs of her virtue and prudence in her 
virgin ſtate, and had treated his children 


with ſo much tenderneſs as made them 
regard her as a mother, he was reſolved, 
as ſoon as decency would permit, to lead 
her to the altar! Thus was the now 
happy Euterpe rewarded for having pre- 
ſerved her innocence, and recompenced 
for all the troubles and vexations ſhe had 
endured ; and, as a convincing proof that 
ſhe continued to condutt herſelf with un- 
abating affection and prudence towards 
her huſband and his children, the follow- 
ing extract from a letter her huſband re- 
ceived ten or twelve-years aſter during 
his reſidence on the Continent, from his 
eldeſt ſon, then an Enſign at G r, will 
clearly cvince! „Jam happy to hear 
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© my mother (meaning Mrs. Tudor) 15s 
& well, aſtcr travelling fo long a journey: 
„ pray aſſure her of my tendereſt love 
& and affection; I ſhall ever be bound 
* to love her ſor her many kindneſſes 
% to me, excluſive of her unparalleled 
© love for my dear father.” And in ano- 
ther, written a {cw year: aftor to Mrs. Tu- 
dor, he ſays, “ Your treatment, dear Ma. 
&© dam, has been ſuch towards me, that 
& J have not known the loſs of a mo- 

& ther!” 8 
How pleaſing, how delightful, muſt 
theſe re ſpectful and affectionate expreſſions 
be to a {i:p-mother from the child of a 
man in whom was centered all her happi— 
neſs! What a ſweet ſatisfaction to an 
heart, fiaught with ſenhbility, to find 
that her endeavours to procure happineſs 
to her huſband eng ſamily were crowned 
with ſucceſs! No difference did ſhe 
make in any one reſpett betwixt her own 
and ler children in law: no jealouſy of 
courſe, cver ſubſifled between them, all 
lived in perictt harmony with cach other, 
whrch 


— 4 
„ 


=” VOY 


1 7 
4 


A 
| 
&% 

* 


"@ 31 „ 


1 


which muſt ever be the caſe when parents 
treat their children partially! But Nall 
it cannot be ſuppoſed that this felicity 
could continue always unchangeable! 
When children come to a time Gt lite in 
which they wiſh to throw off that con- 
{traint, they naturally ſcel themſelves un- 
der, however they may have becn in- 
dulged, whilſt in a flate of dependancy, 
they are cager to enjoy their fall benny 
without controul, The conduct of 
daughters ſeldom vary during their ſingle 
Kate, whilſt under the watchful eye of a 
careful and aflectionate parent; but it is 
very different with young men, wao muſt 
neceſſarily be educated at public ſchools, 
where they are ſoon weaned from cvery 
tender ſenſation, particularly towards their 
mother; and wherein they frequc sy im— 
bibe thoſe ſentiments which, but tov often, 
poiſon their morals; and by forming an 
intimacy with others of vicious Giſpolt. 
tions, they become ſo ſtrongly tinged 
wiih their vices, as to loſe all rchih for 
any thing that is good; ſo true it is, that 
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whilſt they are ſtudying to become pro- 
ficients in learning, their hearts they often- 
times become corrupted, ſo that if they 
do not poſſeſs good diſpoſitions, or ſtudy 
thoſe authors, from whom they may re- 
ceive ſuch inftruttions as will ſerve to 
enlighten their minds, they will, when 
they launch into the world, fall victims to 
their own unruly paſſions; particularly 
thoſe who are not brought up to any pro- 
feſſion, by which their minds may be 
kept in conſtant employ. Thoſe of rank 
and fortune, who are in the very vortex 
of Ton and Faſhion, allow themſelves but 
little time to think of any thing that docs 
not immediately ſerve to indulge their 
inclinations. However, there are ſome 
who have cvinced a love for virtue, 
though they have, for a time, from aſſoci- 
ating with young men of prolligate prin- 
ciples, been led to deviate from its laws, 
and have returned back ſrom the intoxi- 
cating pleaſures of the world to a ſenſe 
of honour and of virtue. Such hopes did 
Mrs. Tudor nouriſh with regard to a once 
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amiable youth, whom ſhe never ceaſed to 
love, though ſhe could not but ſeverely 
lament his conduct; but a return to vir- 
tue is never to be diſpaired of, unleſs 
the ſeeds of vice have ſo ſtrongly impreg- 
nated the ſoul's deepeſt receſs, as to ad- 
mit of no contrition : then, indced, all is 
loſt, both with reſpett to this world and 
hereafter! In ſhort, there is but little 
doubt that half the milcry which mankind 
endure, and above halt the misfortunes 
which happen to them, may be placed to 
a wrong education. Such, indced, as are 
born with weak uncerſtandings, neither 
precept or example can effectually im- 
preſs, for it is to be obſerved, that both 
men and women who have becn remark - 
able for their virtues, and picty towards 
Cod, have been endued with a ftrong un— 
derſtanding, for it certainly requires 
great ſtrength of mind and forutude to 
combat with the paſſions. If then it is 
ſo difficult a matter for a wiſe man to gain 
a victory over himſcli, what muſt be the 
condition of a weak man? It 1s, there- 
fore, 
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fore, of the firſt unportance, both for 
the temporal and ſpiritual welfare of both 
ſexcs, that they ſhould be well inſtructed 
in the ſound prattice of virtue and reli- 
gion, before they be ſuffered to enter 
into any proleſhon whatever! It is a 
folly to ſay, there is not in every ſituation 
in life, time for inſtrudting their minds! 
This neglect is not for want of leiſure, 
but inclination and method, in thoſe 
whoſe buſincſs and duty it is to inftill- 
right principles into their children, pupils, 
or apyrentices! What a train of evils 
proceeil from the want ot this care! 
Surcly this is a lubſect worthy the inter- 
ſcrencc of tne legiſlative power! There 
are men enough to be found, with ſpirit 
and talents to conqucr nations, but where 
are the Chicfteins that have Courage io 
fight with as much alacrity under the 
banners ol virtue to exterminate vice? 
But the truth is, cvery thing in this world 
is governcd by that tyrant Famion! The 
wile and the foolilh equally ſubmit to its 
laws; therefore we have only to wiſu that 
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virtue may become faſhionable. If the great 
and powerful were all to unite and ſet the 
example, not only in their own perſons 
and conduct, but by a determination not 
to admit into their ſociety any one who has 
the leaſt flaw in their character; for 
otherwiſe, what does it ſignify, if a woman 
of exalted rank poſſeſſes the moſt amiable 
qualities, if ſhe countenances and re- 
ceives ſuch as are well known to be in- 
famous into her drawing room? Is not 
this an encouragement to vice? Can we 
reſpe&t ſuch a woman, though ſhe may 
poſſeſs every virtue herſelf, if ſhe ſmiles 
and looks benignly upon er who ſhe is 
well aſſured is guilty of crimes for which 
the merits the execrations of thoſe whom, 
with their families, have been ſacrificed 
for her vanity. Strip her of her gaudy 
feathers, and ſce what merit ſhe poſſe ſſes 
to intitle her to theie attentions!!! Theſe 
may be thought bold truths, but being 
truth, they ought to be lericully conſi- 
dered by thoſe who have ſo often ſuffered 
themſelves to be miſled; and, perhaps 
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from not having it pointed out, have not 
maturely weighed the matter, as it 1 
appear to thole of diſcernment, but who 
have not had ſuſhcient courage to venture 
the avowal of an opinion that might give 
offence. But it is a falſe ſhame to be afraid 
of ſpeaking or writing the truth, in thc 
cauſc of vixru; ſuch fear beſpeaks a 
ſervile mind; every individual is free 
and upon an equality as to freedom of 
thought; and therefore every one has 
the ſame liberty to expreſs his ſentiments, 
if they tend to good to ſociety! Not 
that we are ſo arrogant as to imagine 
that thoſe truths which we venture to 
point out, will produce any kind of alter- 
ation in thoſe who have for a length of 
time been fo accuſtomed to indulge them- 
ſelves in habits, which even their own 
better judgment have not enabled them 
to conquer! It is not to ſuch, we pre- 
ſume to offer our humble advice, but to 
the young unformed minds of the riſing ge- 
neration, to whom we addreſs this publi- 
cation; humbly offering our aſſiſtance to 
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guide them into the path of virtue and 
honour, and prevent, in time, their being 
contaminated by the examples of the vi- 
cious and abandoned of both ſexes. We 
think it a duty to warn them of the danger 
of imitating thoſe prolligate charatters 
who diſhonour their own nature : more 
pariicularly, as ſome of theſe profane 
and worthleſs beings, have the art of 
pleaſing, and, by an infinuating addreſs, 
and flattering tongue, can eaſily captivate 
and draw into their ſnares the young and 
unwary. Thoſe who are wicked and can 
make themſelves agreeable, are the moſt 
to be dreaded; and their manners may 
be compared to a fatal poiſon concealed 
in honey! It is ſuch who endeavour to 
corrupt the hearts of the credulous and 
unſuſpicious! If we can guard but one 
irom falling into thoſe follies and vices 
by which youth and innocence are in 
danger of being both miſerable here as 
well as hereafter, the ſaving that oze from 
ruin, will be to us a noble recompence ! 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


MR. AND MRS. TUDOR PROPOSE TO SET 
OUT FOR THE CONTINENT, LADY D. B. 
SIGNIFIES HER WISH OF MAKING A 
PURCHASE OF FELIX COTTAGE, 


R. Tudor being adviſed to travel 
for a billious complaint, to which 
he had long been a martyr, he fold his 
commiſhon, with an intention of reſiding 
either in France or Italy. Lady D. B. to 
whom he mentioned his intentions, en- 
treated him to ſavour her with the refuſal 
of his delightful cottage, if he intended 
to part wich it; to which he politely re- 
plied, that if he fold it at all, her La- 
dyſhip ſhouid, molt certainly, have the 
prelcrence; and begged of her to name 
a day when ſhe would do him the honour 
to dine with him and Mrs. Tudor. I ſhall 
be happy (replied her Ladyſhip) to wait 
upon Mrs, Tudor whom I have not ſeen 
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ſince her marriage, but who, I am in- 
tormed, continues to conduct herſelf with 
that prudence for which ſhe gained ſuch 
great reputation while ſhe was ſingle; and 
yet, to ſhew the ill nature and cenſori— 
ouſneſs of the world, ſhe was not without 
her enemies, among whom was one of her 
own family, who never forgave her leav- 
ing her father's houſe, and more particu- 
larly her appearing in public !—Your La- 
dyſhip cannot but know, ſaid Mr. T. that 
his reaſons for being angry with Luterpe 
aroſe froma falſe pride, for I am well aware, 
from what I have heard him drop in con- 
verſation, he would have much rather 
have ſcen his n the miſtreſs of a no- 
bleman, than ſhe ſhould have ſo diſhonoured 
his ſamily by exerting her talents to pre- 
ſerve her innocence! © Come, come,“ 
fays Lady B. ſmiling, “you are a little 
&* 100 ſatirical upon the learned gentle- 
© man, who certainly, though wrong in 
„ that point, is a man of excellent cha- 
& rattcr, a good huſband and an indul- 
„ vcnt father; but the wiſeſt ſometimes 
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& are too apt to ſuffer their judgment to 
© be biaſſed by prejudice, and we all 
& know that prejudice too often governs 
© our rcalon; it is a weaknels to which 
1% human nature is too frequently liable.” 
—— And pray, Madam, after all,“ ſaid 
Mr. T. © to keep up your Ladyſhip's ar- 
« gument, can it be any thing but a weak 
* prejudice, aſſiſted by a wrong headed 
pride that ſhould think a young woman 
& culpable for endeavouring to gain a 
& ſubfaſtence by her talents, provided ſhe 
* condutts herſelf with modeſty, pru- 
&* dence and propriety? Is there any 
& difference, at leaſt I ſee none, between 
a young woman finging, painting, or 
* atting for a livelihood, and a lawyer, a 
& phyſician, or a man either in the army 
% or navy, earning their bread by therr 
& talents and abilities? It ſeems to me 
that the grace which a young woman 
*« incurs by publicly exerting any of the 
above talents is being paid for it! For 
** what does ſhe do, that appears fo cri- 
* minal, but czcrciſe more publicly in- 
6 deed 


1 
decd, thoſe very clegant accompliſh- 
ments, that perſons of the very higheſt 
rank are fo very anxious to attain for 
their own and their friends amulcment ? 
Why ſhould it be looked upon as a 
greater diſgrace for a woman to carn a 


living by her talents thana man? When 


the ſubject is ſeriouſly conſidered, it 
is fo very abſurd that it deſerves the 


utmoſt ridicu!: : for my part I am of 


this opinion, that if young women were 
well educated and were taught to become 
proficients in whatever act or ſcience they 
might have an inclination to ſtudy, 
there would not be fo many unhappy 
girls on the town, who are too gentcely 
brought up to get their bread any other 
way than that which their misfortunes 
have led them to! It is true they are 
taught at ſchool a great many fine ac- 
compliſhments in which they are often 
ſo very ſuperficial that they only ſerve, 
pour paſſer le tems, I know from my 
own knowledge a young woman, upon 
whoſe education her uncle has ſpent. 
„ ſeven 
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{cven hundred pounds; but as the old 
gentleman had, as far as he thought, 


done his own duty, he made but little 


enquiry as to what proficiency his niece 
made in the different ſtudies in which 
he ſuppoſed her time had been em- 
ployed during the number of years ſhe 
had been at a capital boarding-ſchool. 
When the accompliſhed Miſs returned 
home to her uncle, whole time was 
wholly employed in his profeſſion 
without doors, ſo that ſhe had no one 
to converſe with, except an old infirm 
female relation, whoſe head at beſt was 
weak, or a maid ſervant; the natural 
conſequence was, that Miſs found home 
very dull; ſhe therefore frequently 
walked out, and aſſociating with a few 
girls of her own age, became acquaint- 
ed with ſome young officers who were 
quartered in the town where ſhe re- 
ſided, one of whom, a married man, a 
circumſtance ſhe was not unacquainted 
with, paid his court to Miſs, whom he, 
in a very ſhort time, ſeduced, and 
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then left her in a pregnant ſtate, and to 
thoſe bitter reſlections which have near- 
ly brought her to the ſtate of a maniac ! 
Her uncle turned her out of doors when 
ſhe was delivered of a ſon, and in that 
condition without money, ſood or rai- 
ment, ſhe is nearly upon the brink of 
periſhing, with a young infant at her 
breaſt ; now this unhappy young wo- 


man, though ſhe was taught the French 


language, is not able to pronounce a 
ſingle ſentence! Though ſhe learnt 
to write, I have ſeen a letter written 
with her own hand that has ſcarcely 
one word properly ſpelt! She alſo 
learnt to draw, in which art ſhe 1s 
equally competent; and as for muſic, 
ſhe can only play a ſew tuncs without 
the leaſt knowledge of thorough bals ; 
and ſo on in every thing elſe the was 
taught! Now, Madam, if this unfor- 
tunate young woman had excelled in 
any one of theſe polite arts, could ſhe 
not have gained an handſome hveli- 
hood, though it might, (in the eyes of 
Vor. II. D 6 ſome 
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ſome people) have caſt diſhonour upon 
her gentcel relations ?”—* What you 
ſay,” replied Lady B. © is certainly 
true, and I really believe that half the 
young women owe their misfortunes 
through life, to a wrong management 
in the parent, and the ſhameful negle& 
of the ſchools : I know an inſtance my- 
ſelf of a ſhoemaker's daughter, falling 
a victim to her father's egregious folly, 
and her own conſummate- vanity, by be- 
ing educated at a great boarding ſchool, 
in a manner far ſuperior to the line of 
life ſhe ought to have been bred to; 
which ſo puffed up the filly girl that 
when ſhe came home, ſhe was much too 
fine a lady to be of the leaſt uſe to her 
own family, and as you juſtly obſerved, 
ſhe was not proficient enough in any 
thing ſhe had learned to enable her to 
get her bread: the conſequence was, that 
ſhe was very ſoon after in a very diſgrace- 
ful and deplorable ſituation ; ſo that I 
fear, ina ſhort time, her exit will parody 
the deſcription which Gar has given of 
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a ruined and contaminated virgin in his 
Opera, which, whilſt cloathed with in- 
nocence, 1s a fair flower in its luſtre, 
but when once defiled, rots, ſtinks, and 
dics, and 1s trod under foot! I hap- 
pencd by accident to ſce this unfortu- 
nate girl when I was at Barz, and re- 
turning one morning from the Pump- 
room, I paſſed a ſhoemaker's ſhop, and 
ſeeing the name of the man I employed 
over the door, I walked into the ſhop, 
which was ſo intolerably dirty, that 1 
was coming out again, when I perceived 
a very pretty woman ſo elegantly 
dreſſed, that I thought ſhe might be a 
cuſtomer come to order ſhoes, and was 
ſurpriſed to ſee that ſhe had on neither 
bonnet or cloak; but I was preſently 
undeceived upon her accoſting me 
with, pray, Madam, what 1s it you 
would pleaſe to have? I replied, I 


' wiſhed to ſpeak with the maſter of 


the ſhop, who had my orders for a 
pair of ſhoes; to which ſhe anſwer. 
ed, that her papa was not at home, 
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but was expected in every minute, and 
begged I would walk into the parlour, 
with which requeſt I immediately com- 
plied ; when ſhe, with great civility, 
ſhewed me into a little dark room, not 
much cleaner than the ſhop, and where 
I ſeated myſelf in one corner of it, to 
contemplate the two objetts which pre- 
ſented themſclves to my view; the 
above mentioned young Lady, who by 
her dreſs and manner I took at firſt for 
a girl of ſome faſhion, and a poor little 
ragged girl with a dirty face, and fo 
dejedted a countenance, that 1 could 
not help feeling ſome compaſſion ſor 
her, ſtanding by the fire ſide ſkimming 
the pot; and whom I really imagined 
they had taken out of charity. I had, 
indecd, put my hand in my pocket with 
an intention to have offered her a trille 
to buy her a top-knot, when the ſhop- 
boy called out to the young Lady to 
ſpeak to a cuſtomer. I then took oc- 
caſion to ſpeak to this little wretched 


« objea, ſaying, fo my little maid, how 
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long have you lived with Mr. H. ?— 
« laws, mam,” ſaid the girl, *I was born 
here !'—What, ſaid I, are you then any 
relation to him? The poor girl ſeemed 
at that queſtion, much confuſed, co- 
loured, and in a ſaultering voice, ſaid 
No! At this inſtant Mr. H. came 1n, 
and when I had done ſpcaking to him 
about my ſhoes, I went home, and 
mentioned the circumſtance to my 
landlady, who told me, that the poor 
ragged girl I had ſecn was the ſhoe- 
maker's youngeſt daughter, but was 
ordercd never to call her father any 
thing but Maſter! That the poor thing 
was never taught to read, and ſcarcely 
was ever ſufſered to go out of doors, 
having no cloaths fit to appear in, 
whilſt his impudent pert fine Lady 
Daughter, ſaid ſhe, is continually 
llaunting about, and will not deign to 
do any thing in the houſc, but com- 
mands her poor diſconſolate fiſter to 
obe y her in every thing ſhe 1cquires to 
be done, and treats her as if ſhe were 


* a flave! 
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* a ſlave !- This account made my heart 


ach, and I felt impatient to ſee the 
father, that I might reproach him for 
his partiality, and the unjuſt difference 
he made betwixt his own children who 
were cqually intitled to his parental 
regard. The next day he came, when 
I told him, I was very much hurt to 
perceive he made ſo great a diſtinction 
betwixt his own two daughters, as one 
was dreſſed as much too fine for her 
ſituation, as the other was too mean, 


being fo exccedingly ragged and dirty, 


that I really took her for a poor found- 
ling, whom he had taken out of cha- 
rity! He aſked me, with ſome con- 
fuſion, if the girl had told me that ſhe 
was his daughter ?—No, ſaid I, che 
miſtreſs of this houſe informed me ſhe 
was; at which he looked very much 
confounded, and then ſaid in a ſtam- 


mering voice, why, Madam, I confeſs 


that my youngeſt girl does not look as 


il ſhe belonged to my eldeſt daughter, 


who moſt fartenly has had greatly the 
* vantage 
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vantage over her ſiſter, as ſhe has been 
brought up in much the genteelefteſt man- 
ner at a great boarding-{ſchool in this 
town, where all our firſt-rate gentry arc 
edecated ; and I aſſures your Ladyſhip. 
that your Ladyſhip would be quite 
charmed, was you but to hear as how 
ſhe ſings and companies herſelf upon a 
little ſpinet which I bought for her 
at an auttion, and after my work is 
done in an evening, I takes my pot ol 
porter and enjoys mylelf whilſt my 
dear girl ſings to me like a little Syrian, 
and well does I deſerve the enter- 
tainment ſhe gives me, for I have paid 
a power of money for her edecation and 
I works very hard to maintain this laſs 
genteely |! I ſuppole, ſaid I, you 
can give your daughter a pretty for 


tune then, Mr. H. ?—O no, my Lady. 


ſaid he, I can only, God help me, make 
ſcarcely both ends meet, for I denies 
myſelf much for to give her ſo nice an 
edecation, and to dreſs her like a gentle- 
woman, ſo that I bes, as I may ſay, ra- 


„ ther 


1 


ther behind hand. — Then, as you have 
given her ſo good an education, ſaid I. 
I ſuppoſe ſhe is thoroughly qualified 
to teach mulic, drawing, or be a teacher 
at a boarding- ſchool? That I am ſure, 
ſhe won't, ſaid he, nor do I think ſhe 
knows enough of mulic or any thing 
clſe to be able to learn others the ſhe | 
knows enough to amuſe herſelf and 
ſriends.—Then, ſays I, what is it, Mr. 
H. you propoſe ſhe ſhouid do?—Why 
nothing at all, my Lady, howſever, at 
preſent, for I hope ſhe will get ſoon 
married, as ſhe is ſo compliſhed, for I am 
ſure ſhe is much too high in her notions 
to get her bread in any manner what- 
ſoever !—Then, Mr. H. ſaid I, (loſing 
all patience with the fooliſh fellow,) J 
am ſure you will rue the day that you 
ever ſent your daughter to a boarding- 
ſchool to fill her mind only with ideas 
far above her ſtation, and the ſchool 
you put her to, I know 1s a very gen- 
teel one.—To be ſure it 1s, interrupted 
the ſhocmaker. or I ud not a put her 

| there: 
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there ;—and it is allo a very expenſive 
one ;—ayc, that I knows to my coſt, 
ſaid Matter Strap ;—and where, conti- 
nued I, the was treated upon an equal 
footing to thoſe young ladies who have 
rank and fortune ; therefore I tell you 
again, your bringing her up in that ſtyle 
* of clegance will be her utter ruin, un- 
5 leſs you could have either given her a 
fortune, or have taken care that ſhe 
+ ſhould have been fo well inſtructed in 
* any one particular branch as to have 
5 been able to have procured for herſelf 
* a maintenance, for you may be aſſured, 
** ſhe will not long employ her talents, 
„ {mall as they may be, in juſt amuſing 
* you over your pot of porter, nor will 
5 ſhe be able to ſpend her time with your 
& unfortunate daughter, who, from your 
* own cruel neglect, mult appear diſguſt- 
„ ful to her, aſter having aſſociated with 
© girls of diſtinction; you may, therefore, 
© take it for granted what I lay, that you 
„ will very ſhortly rue it! The poor 

Vor. II. E “ fooliſh 


** 


5 


(8.3 


„ fooliſh fellow looked very much con- 
& fuſed, and ſtood for a while aghaſt, and 
& then ſneeked off rather aſhamed. In 
& a very few weeks after, I heard that 
„ this fine accompliſhed Miſs was ſe— 
& duced by a low ſhopman in the town, 
& and now is become a common proſti. 
& tute!” The converſation thus ended, 
Mr. Tudor took leave of the Dowager 
Lady B. who promiſed to dine at Felix 
Cottage the next day. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


MORAL REFLECTIONS ON THE LAST TO- 
PIC OF CONVERSATION, LADY DOW- 
AGER B. DINES WITH MR. AND MRS. 
TUDOR AT FELIX COTTAGE. A DE- 
SCRIPTION OF THAT PEACEFUL AND 
MOST DELIGHTFUL ABODE; AND THE 
MANNER IN WHICH HER LADYSHIP WAS 
ENTERTAINED THERE, 


HE converſation which had paſſed 

between Lady B. and Mr. T. 
tempts us again to repeat (and truths of 
ſuch importance to the welfare of ſociety 
cannot be too often repeated) that the de- 
pravity of the age, the crimes that are 
committed, the infidelities in the married 
ſtate, with a long train of evils which 
would fill a volume to recite, are all ow- 
ing, or at leaſt nine times in ten, to a 
wrong education. For, with the utmoſt 
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„ 
candour and impartiality we will venture 
to pronounce, that it is owing to the neg- 
letting the morals of the girls whilſt at 
boarding- ſchools, and the indiſerction of 
permitting them to herd together in pri- 
vate, particularly at thoſe hours they 
ought to be at reſt, is the true cauſe of ito 
much miſery and wretchedneſs to WIG 
young people are daily known to þe ſub. 
ject both before and after marriage! We 
do not doubt, but cvery miſtreis of a 
boarding-ſchool, who may happen to fee 
theſc pages, will be violently irzitated by 
ſuch an aſſertion, as it may conſequcetly 
deprive them of ſome ſcholars: we. there- 
fore, conſeſs it gives us the utmoſt con- 
ccrn to find ourſelves under the painful 
neceſſity of ſpcaking againſt the intcreſt 
of one ſet of individuals, at the ſame time 
we are endeavouring to promote the hap- 
pineſs and wellare of another! But thus 
it is, with every circumſtance of life, 


good and evil generally come in at the 


{ame door, for whatever is againſt the in- 
tcre!t of one party, mull of courſe tend 


10 


x 
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( 29 ) 
to the advantage of the other! But it is 
contrary to our fixed plan, to withhold 
truths; for we are neither attuatcd by 
malice or paruality, or afraid of giving 
olfence to any ſet of people, becaulc they 
are creſted in its not being divulged, but 
which every parent ought to be made ac- 
quainted with, to prevent in future, thoſe 
pernicious conſequences, the dreadſul ef- 
feats of which, are ſo often, and fo ſe— 
verely felt, whilſt the cauſe is concealed, 
or not ſo much as ſuſpedted! If this al- 
ſertion aroſe only from imagination, pre- 
judice, or any finiſter views, the truth 
might be doubted, but © racrs are ſtub- 
& born things!“ We approve highly of 
{chools properly managed, as they are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for ſuch as have not 
i abilities to educate their own children, 
or from any other cauſe, but then it is 
day-{chools only, that are entirely ſaſc, 
when the light of Heaven ſhines full upon 
all their actions; the dangers we hint at, 
are owing to tho tranſactions which ſo 
frequently happen between the ſeiting 
| and 
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and rifing ſun! But if girls above the 
age of ten muſt be placed at a boarding- 
ſchool, and muſt be unfortunately ſepa- 
rated from their parents at night, they 
ought to be allowed a ſeparate bed- room. 
A recent inſtance of the effects of board- 
ing-ſchool education we can only hint at: 
a young and beautiful woman, at the age 
of ninctecn or twenty, fell a ſacrifice to 
paſſions which had been very early ex- 
cited in the place of her education. The 
loſs of virtue followed, remorſe and de- 
ſpair ſucceeded, and this ſad progreſs 
ended in ſuicide!! Shudder ye thought- 
leſs parents and negligent teachers and 
inſtructors of this poor loſt young wo- 
man! But what have they to expect will be 
their fate, who have been the ſole cauſe 
of this raſh action? Ignorant parents, 
for ſuch was this poor young creature's 
misfortune to have, cannot, it is true, help 
their ignorance, and from a conſcioul- 
neſs of their own inability to inſtru her 
themſelves, were under the neceſſity of 
ſending her to a boarding-ſchool near 

| „where 


( 31 ) 
, where they concluded the gover- 
neſs and teachers were competent to the 
important taſk they had undertaken ; fo 
far they were excuſable, but they were 
likewiſe inſtrumental by their own ſilly 
condutt to the misfortunes of this un- 
happy girl, by leaving her at the age of 
fifteen or ſixteen, after ſhe came home 
from ſchool, to the care of an ignorant 
maid ſervant, whilſt they ſlept every night 
at a lodging they had a little way out of 
town! The conſequence was, their 
daughter uſcd to ſtay out very late at 
night, and frequently, if ſhe had been at 
a dance, did not come home till break of 
day! Thus, ſhe was ſoon initiated into 
thoſe vices, for which ſhe had imbibed an 
inclination at the boarding ſchool, and 
before ſhe had attained the age of nine- 
teen, ſhe was undone. This 1s one fatal 
inſtance, owing to the negligence of 
parents and ſchool-miſtreſſes, which has 
happened within our own knowledge ; 
but, how many other poor abandoned 
wretches are there at this inſtant, who 
were 


(| 


( 32 }) | 
were once innocent, amiable and lovely. 
and whoſe innoccnce has been betrayed 
from the want of care and prudence in 
thoſe, who ought to have guarded them 
irom harm! Surcly, ſuch parents are 
inamitely inferior to the brute creation; 
for even they, with the utmoſt tenderneſs 
and anxious carc, watch diligently over 
their young; and ſhall the human ſpecies. 
particulaily woman, polleſs leſs feeling 
tor her offspring? No doubt, from what 
has been ſaid on this very intereſting 
ſubject, that more attention will be paid, 
in future, to what we have hznted at above. 
by thoſe parents, who may probably pe- 
rule theſe pages; as it may happily prove 
the means of awakening their attention to 
a matter, which may be the ſource of in. 
finite conſequence to the welfare of thei: 
children. But as this can only be an ad. 
vantage to a very few, we have only to 
lament that there is not ſome method 
adopted which might tend to ſtop' the 
progreſs of a vice imbibed in carly in- 
fancy! It is to be obſerved. that parents 

in 
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in general are very fond of placing their 
children at thoſe ſchools where there is 
a great number of ſcholars, not conſider- 
ing the more there are, the leſs they are 
taught! for inſtance, a muſic maſter ge- 
nerally attends twice a week, when it is 
impoſſible for him to allow more than a 
quarter of an hour with each ſcholar : 
drawing and other maſters are in the ſame 
predicament; and as to the French lan- 
guage, it is generally taught in a very ſu- 
perficial manner, and at a great expence. 
That is not all, they do not always return 
home quite as innocent as when they were 
foſtered under the wing of their own pa- 
rents! It 1s infinitely better to remain 
untaught, than to learn evil! Let thoſe who 
can afford it have always an inſtruttoreſs 
who has been well brought up, and of a 
religious turn, in their own houſe; and 
thoſe who cannot conveniently have ſuch 
a perſon, may ſind women of ſenſe and 
accompliſhments who really have been 
well educatcd, where thcir children would 
have juſtice done them; and where there 
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are but a very few in number, and wit: 
ſuch a woman they not only would retain 
their primitive innocence, but would be 
more perſectly taught thoſe accompliſh- 
ments proper for their ſtation in life. 
Much more might be ſaid on a ſubjctt of 
ſuch great importance to the welfare of 
focicty in general, for as men in all ages, 
even the wiſeſt, have ever been influ- 
enced by women, it is of infinite conſe- 
quence that women ſhould be rendercd 
worthy of that power which nature ſcems 
to have allotted them. Whilſt women de- 
viate from the path of virtue to that 
alarming degree as they now do, it 1s no 
wonder that the men are libertines. We 
will here introduce an opinion we gave on 
a former occaſion : if men are immoral, 
'tis becauſe they find women are prolli- 
gate. For wherever the women have 
been renowned for their virtue, modeſt y 
and reſerved condutt, the men have bcen 
equally remarkable for honour and pro- 
bity, 

Mr. 


(.% } 

Mr. Tudor, on his return home to his 
cottage, having informed Mrs. Tudor, that 
Lady D. B. intended to honour them with 
her compeny next day to dinner, Mrs. T. 
was careful that nothing ſhould be wanting 
on her part that could contribute to the en- 
tertainment of her noble gueſt, for whom 
ſhe always fclt the higheſt reſpect. As the 
cottage was allowed by every one who 
had ſcen it to be one of the prettieſt ha- 
bitations of the kind that ever was made, 
it may afford ſome entertainment to the 
reader to peruſe a deſcription of it, which 
will not be the lcaſt exaggerated, although 
it may appear to be ſomewhat romantic ! 
It was ſituated at the bottom of a craggy 
mountain, ſupported by rocks of different 
hue ſloping towards a natural terrace of 
nearly a mile long, and within a bow- 
ſprit's length of the main ocean; the rce- 
ſon for aſcertaining it to be preciſely that 
diſtance, aroſe from a laughable circum- 
ſtance. The inhabitants of the cottage 
being very much alarmed early one morn- 
ing on ſeeing a large Dutch ſhip of war, 
F 2 lying 
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lying cloſe to the cottage with the end of 
her bowſprit within the boundaries of the 
garden! nor was ſhe able to be got clear 
off till it was high watcr. The entrance 
to the cottage was through a very large 
arch built with ſtones, taken from among 
the rocks at low water, many of which 
were of ſuch a ſize that it required no leſs 
than ten men to lift one of them. Be- 
tween the rock and the margin of the ſea 
was a moſt beautiſul green ſod that both 
in ſummer and winter had the appearance 
of rich velvet; upon this ſod grew many 
a purple thiſtle, and alſo the eringo, or 


' ſea holly. When the arch was firſt built, 


a large quantity of ſhingle or {mall peb- 
bles were ſprinkled on the mortar whilſt 
it was wet, mixed with ſmall pieces of 
looking-glaſs and talc, which made, when 
the ſun ſhone, a very brilliant appear- 
ance. With theſe were allo intcrmixcd 
ſmall bunches of pinks, double-wall and 
gilliflowers which greatly enriched it, and 
greatly added to its beauty. From this 
arch was a ſerpentine walk, that led up to 

the 
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the cottage by a gentle aſcent, planted on 
cach fide with aromatic ſhrubs. Over 
the cottage door a ſmall arch was turned 
which was covered with woodbincs, and 
branches of the vine, that ſpread itſelf 
with great luxuriancy over great part 
of the cottage ; in front of which, was a 
large window ſhaded with apricot branches 
on one hide, and vines on the other; 
the room to which this window belonged 
was called the India parlour, being en- 
tircly hung with India paper, and fur- 
niſhed with chintz : over this room, which 
jutted out from the main building, was a 
{lat roof of lead, over which was a tar- 
pauling, whercon was placed ſome garden 
chairs, the whole roof being ſheltered by 
a green painted awning; from this roof 
there was an extenſive view of the fea, 
which exhibited a moſt pictureſque ſcene, 
from the infinite number of veſſels hourly 
paſſing to and fro'ol every deſcription, from 
a man of war down to a fiſhing boat ; and 
the ſetting of the ſun afforded ſuch a re- 
ſplendent ſpeRacle as is beyond the power 
of 
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of language to deſcribe. No one can 
have any conception of the grandeur of 
the ſetting of that beautiful luminary that 
ſces it only in land, ſor the ſea glitters for 
a conſiderable diſtance around it, as if it 
were on fire, when it ſeems to fink ma- 
jeſtically into the ocean! The entrance 
io this roof was by a ſmall door which 
opened from an inner room under the 
thatch. In the garden was a receſs ad- 
joining the cottage, about twelve feet in 
breadth and ſix in depth, ornamented with 
ſhell work, and in which the ſpreading 
vines were fantaſtically twined about the 
lattice work againſt the wall : this receſs 
polleſſed the character of L' Allegro, a ſmall 
well executed figure being placed in a 
nich in the wall repreſenting “ Laughter 
* holding beth lis fades.” At the entrance 
of the receſs was placed a fine figure in 
lead, the ſize of a boy of fourteen, in a 
raſtic habit, playing on the tabor and 
pipe, which was coloured aſter nature. 
Farther on was an hermit's cell adjoining 
to a receſs, which bore the character of 
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Il penjeroſo, from which a wicket opened 
into a cell where ſat at a table a figure 
repreſenting an hermit, the head and 
hands of which were finely modelled in 
wax. It was dreficd in a long brown 
cloth habit tyed round the wailt with a 
cord, from which hung his chaplet ; his 
hoary beard was of a moſt vencrablc 
length. The table which was covered 
with green cloth, and upon it the beſt 
edition of MiLTon, opened at the follow- 
ing paſlage, to which the figure pointed 
with his finger. | 

A look that's faſtened to the ground 

A tongue chain'd up without a ſound, 

G, ſweeteſt, ſweeteſt melancholy !” 
There was likewiſe upon the table a ſmall 
crucifix, a {cull and hour-glals. The 
floor and ſides of the cell, as well as the 
benches, were covered with matting. 
The ſouth entrance into the cottage was 
alſo over arched with woodbines, and 
opened into a {mall entry, the top and 
ſides of wiich were lined with ſhells and 
ſhingle ; this led into a room called the 
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Roman parlour, from its being entirely 
paved with Roman brick, taken from an 
old ruinous caſ{lle, half a mile diſtant from 
the cottage, built by the Romans in the 
time of Julius Cæſar. In this parlour were 
two large windows, which commanded a 
full wiew of the ſca; the top and ſides 
were entirely covered with ſhingle, ſhells, 
talc, ſmall pieces of looking-glaſs and 
ſpar, beſides a great number of {mall cop- 
per and ſilver coin, dug out of the ruins 
of the caſtle. This room opened into a 
{pacious dining parlour, in which there 
was a large ſaſh window, that looked into 
the orchard, wherein the apple trees were 
ſometimes ſo loaded with fruit that the 
branches dragged on the ground: this 
circumſtance uſed to cauſe much wonder 
being lo near the fea. A door opened 
out of this room into a very clegantly 
ſurniſhed drawing-room, in which was 3 
very fine organ, and a variety of mulicai 
1n4rumcnts. There was allo a very coſtly 
{et of copuc de perle, conſiſting of a nair 
of high candleſticks, a diſh, ewer, and 
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( 41 ) 
bowl, which had been uſed for the Sacra. 
ment at a private Catholic chapel; on 
another table was a mirror, the frame of 
which, as well as a ſet of dreſſing boxes, 
was green and gold finely varniſhed, done 
by the hands of the Counteſs of C—n, 
mother to Lady Elizabeth Tudor, and 


| alſo a carpet of her Ladyſhip's needle- 


work. The furniture was chintz, and the 
room was hung with blue paper feſtooned 
with flowers exquiſitely painted : on the 
ſame floor was an apartment, the furni- 


ture of which was white muſlin ; the bot- 


tom of the window was nearly level with 
the floor, fo that when it was open, one 
could fancy ones ſelf ſeated in the ſhrub- 
bery, which was filled with the moſt fra— 
grant aromatics. In the middle of the 
ſhrubbery was a ſmall mount, where was 
fixed a flag ſtaff, on which, upon parti 
cular occaſions, the King's colours were 
hoiſted. The kitchen and out vilices were 
on the north ſide. There were ſour bed- 
chambers above, two with a view to the 
124, and the others towards thc orchard. 
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At one end of the garden was a ſummer- 
houſe converted into an aviary, on the 
top of it was a pigeon houſe. In another 
corner of the garden was a hut built with 
two large boats, one was the ground floor, 
and the other ſerved as a roof. In ſhort, 
to deſcribe all the romantic beauties and 
whimſicalities of this cottage would fil] 
many pages: ſuffice it to ſay, that it was 
as delightful an habitation as nature and 
art combined could make it, and in which 
the taſte of Mr. Tudor was in every part 
conſpicuous, Having given the beſt idea 
we can of this enchanting ſpot, we will now 
give a deſcription of the ruſtic entertain- 
ment provided for Lady Dowager B. 
On the lawn, between the entrance arch 
and the Roman parlour was fixed a mar- 
quce, in which was a cold collation, con- 
lifting of ham, chickens, paſtry, fruits, 
&c. but the greateſt dainty of all, were 
{ome fine large lobſters caught that very 
morning before the door of the cottage ; 
a liſhing boat being kept for that purpoſe. 
When her Ladyſhip was within fight of 

the 


16143 
ne cottage, the ruſtic ſcene commenced, 
which was as follows:—a pretty ſervant 
gir! was ſeated near to the arch, employed 
at her ſpinaing-wheel, habited in a green 
ſtuff gown, taced and robed with pink filk, 
a pink and white checked apron, and a 
ſtraw hat with pink ribbon. About the 
middle of the lawn ſat Mr. Tudor's eldeſt 
daughter dreſſed as a ſhepherdeſs, in a 
white ſtufl jacket and coat trimmed with 
pea-grecn ribbon, a white chip hat tyed 
with the ſame coloured ribbon and 2 band 
of natural roſe-buds, a crook by her ſide 
fixt to the ground, from which ſlowed a 
grecn ribbon that held a young lamb. 
Miſs Tudor was playing on the guittar, 


whilſt her little ſiſter danced; who was 


apparelled in muſlin tyed up with bunches 
of pinks and roſe-buds, and a wreath of 


roſes round her head. As ſoon as her 


Lady ſhip's carriage was within an hun- 
dred yards of the arch, Mr. and Mrs. Tu- 
dor walked out to meet her, when her 
Ladyſhip got out of her carriage and ſa- 
Lited Mrs. T. with great cordiality ; her 
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ſurpriſe is not to be expreſſed when ſhe 
entered the gate on vicwing that which we 
have juſt deſcribed. The pleaſure ſhe 
felt at ſo novel and paſtoral a ſcene was 
*afily perceived by her look and manner, 
which is much more to be depended 
upon than merely complimentary ſpeeches 
which oftentimes mean nothing at all! 
Aſter taking a view of the cottage and its 
environs, the company ſat down to the 
feſtive board, when her Ladyſhip politely 
expreſſed her ſatisfadtion, which ſhe was 
pleaſed to ſay, ſurpaſſed her expeQation, 
though ſhe had heard much of the roman- 
tic beauties of the cottage. When dinner 
was ended, the company retired into the 
drawing-room, and left the ſervants to 
regale themſelves on the lawn. When 
every thing was cleared away, the table 
was again covered with tea and other re- 
freſhments, when her Lady ſhip was agree- 
ably ſurpriſed to find a beautiful Alder. 
ney cow cloſe to the marquee, whoſe neck 
and head was ornamented with ribbon and 
natural roſes; when her Ladyſhip was 


ſcated. 


6450) 
ſeated, the maid began to milk the cow, 
when Miſs Tudor held the bowl ready 
mixed for a ſyllabub, of which her Lady- 
ſhip partook, repeatedly expreſſing the 
pleaſure ſhe felt at the attention that was 
ſhewn her. Her Ladyſhip having ſigni— 


fed her wiſh to hear Miſs Tudor ſing, ſhe. 


ſung the following well known paitoral 


ballad, accompanying herlelf on the 


guittar : 


« What beauteous ſcenes enchant my ſight, 
„Ho cloſely yonder vine 

Does round that elm's ſtupendous height, 
Its wanton ringlets twine,” &c. 


Her Ladyſhip then was preparing to 
depart, but on Mr. and Mrs. Tudor ex- 
preſſing a deſire to accompany her part of 
the way, they all walked to the village, 


when they took an affectionate leave of 
cach other. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


tHE ARRIVAL OF COLONEL PLAISTOW 
AND FAMILY AT THE COTTAGE; AN 
INTERESTING ANECDOTE OF A PROFES- 
SED LIBERTINE; THE CRUELTY OF H 
CONDUCT; INNOCENCE BETRAYED, 


N Mr. and Mrs. Tudor's return back 

to their peaceful abode, they per- 
ceived a coach and four at their gate, 
which to their great joy they found to be 
the carriage of their worthy friends, Col. 
Plaiſtow and his lady, who came accom- 
panied by the Colonel's niece, and his 
wife's ſiſter. After a moſt affettionate 
embrace, they were uſhered into the 
drawing room; and as it was too late in 
the afternoon to view the environ of the 
cottage, they were entertained before 
ſupper with muſic, both vocal and in- 
rumental. When the ladies had retired, 
after 


(44-3 


after ſupper, to their apartments, Col. 
Plaiſtow began to make an apology to 
Mr. T. for bringing his niece, who was 
an utter ſtranger to him and Mrs. T. but 
he obſerved, that as he was lately appoint- 
ed her guardian, and ſhe being entirely 
under his protection, he could not think 
of leaving her at H——, where they had 
been nearly two months for the benefit of 
bathing ; and he thought it incumbent on 
him to have her always under his own 
eye, leſt her very large fortune which was 
not leſs than forty thouſand pounds, might 
tempt ſome needy adventurer to make 
her his prize. This young lady was but 
eighteen, was tall and elegant, pericaly 
well bred, had a fine underſtanding, and, 
to crown all thoſe perfettions, poſſe ſſed 
infinite goodneſs of heart: and though 
ſhe was far from being handſome, yct by 
her pleaſing addreſs and manner, ſhe 
captivated every one with whom ſhe con- 
verſed. My particular reaſon,” ſaid 
Col. P. to Mr. Tudor, “ for payin, ou 
this vitit uninvited, was not altog r 
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to indulge myſelf with that pleaſure 1 
ever muſt feel in your ſocicty, but 
really to conſult you as a friend, as a 
man of ſenſe, and one who well knows 
the world, in what manner you would 
adviſe me to act, with regard to my 
niece, whoſe happineſs and welfare I 
have ſo much at heart! I quitted my 
houſe at W „ not ſolely for the ſake 
of bathing, but abſolutely to avoid fo 
much company es were perpetually in- 
troducing themſelves to my acquain- 
tance, which, as I love retirement as 
much as you do, I found inſupport- 
able! Even at church, the pews were 
filled with ſtrange faces to have, I am 
well aſſured, a glance at my miece! If 
ſhe had bcen a great beauty, I could 
not have had any pretence to be angry 
at the natural ſausfattion which ariſes 
in the boſom of every young man, on 
contemplating the charms of a fine 
woman, admiration being a tribute that 
is juſtly her due; but when I muſt know 
(as her face is but plain, and her mental 

& qualitics, 


OW, 


qualities are only known to her own 


family having been brought up in e 
very retired manner) that it 1s her 


fortune alone which is the rea! object 


they have in view; I proteſt 1 felt fo 
il humoured and diſcompoled, that 1 
did not think my mind was in a proper 
ſtare to offer up my prayers to the 
SUPREME BEING, Whillt agitated by 
worldly affairs! For a long time after 
our arrival at H—, I felt myſelf per- 
fectly at caſe, and enjoyed my wonted 
tranquillity of mind, when my wife 
came to me one morning with a letter 
in her hand which ſhe had juſt received 


from a relation of hers, who being in- 


- formed we were at II— for the bath- 


ing ſcaſon, intended to pay his reſpetts 
to us in a few days! As I never had 
ſeen him, I could not be the leaſt 
prejudiced either for or agataſt him! 
My wiſe ſaying he was her ſecond cou- 
ſin convinced me that he was of a good 
family; and continued ſhe, he had a 
very line fortune, but has nearly run 
Vor. II. 11 "6 
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| « it out! That, indecd, began to operatic 
| ** - & with me much in his disfavour, for 11 
; is a maxim witch mc, ita man is ncgl- 
k & gent of his own affairs, he is not ht to | 


& be truſted with the concerns of another. 
At length the gentleman made his ap- 
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pearance, at which I felt a kind of dif- 
& {atisfattion, I could not account for. 
& nor could I have given any reaſon why : 
& but that having heard he was a ſpend. 
& thriſt, I very naturally concluded he 
& was a libertine, and that is a charadter 
& abominate! The man is gentcc! in 
& his perſon, ſeniible in his remarks, 
& good humourcd and pleaſant in con- 
„ verſation, and yet I hated him, and 
& hated him ten times more. when 1 
perceived he paid an aſſidious court to 
my niece; for having ſpent his own for- 
„tune, I was rather jealous he intended 
my nicce the favour of ſpending hers 
„ likewile : this worked upon my mind 
„ moft conſouncedly, and I was deter 
e mincd to bchave rather cool to hin. 
5 1a hopes he would have taken the hin: 
& and 
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and changed his quarters; but on the 
contrary, I was only looked upon as a 
mere cypher: my wife, who always 
had a prodigious partiality towards her 
own relations, was much dilpleaſed at 
my reſerved conduct to my couſin! 1 
then ſet before her the ill conſequences 
ol introducing an extravagant fellow 
into the company of my niece! But my 
dear wife, who is at bottoma very good 
well meaning woman, only a little 100 
much like the reſt of her ſex, addicted 
to have her own way, told me, that my 
nicce might do worle, for he was a 
gentleman by birth, had been well edu— 
cated and reckoned a very good {cho- 
lar; and though it is true he had been 
rather extravazant, id was only a fa- 
ſhionable vice, and that ſhe would 
anſwer for it, he wouli be fog re- 
claimed by ſo ſenſible and amiable a 
woman as my NnIecc : ant as lhe nad fo 
large a fortune, the did not fee any 
ſuch very great harm, if they were 
be attached to each other: wm hor, 
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ſhe made uſe of ſuch a long train of 
arguments, that I had nothing left to 
ſay : but {hill in ſecret, kept up my 
former opinion! I now, plainly per- 
ceive the drift of my wife and her 
ſhiewd ſiſter, vw ho are both determined 
to take their couſin's part againſt me; 
perhaps you will fay. or at leaſt think, 
that I ſubmit too eaſily ; but my dear 
friend, I will ſubmit to any thing for a 
quiet life, for I would much rather quar- 
rel with all the world than with my own 
wife; and if I cannot be maſter without 
ſulky looks, I think it beſt to yield at 
once, than to have any altercation, to 
break in upon my domeſtic comfort!“ 


When the Colonel had ceaſed ſpeaking, 
Mr. Tudor, who had a very great value 
ior his friend, took him by the hand, 


ſaying, ** You well know how much 1 


cc 


Co 


eſteem you; and that there is nothing 
in my power, which I would not un- 


* dertake to ſerve you; I really pity 
* your ſituation, but fear it is the fate of 


moſt married men. Yet, I look upon 


* your 
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* your wife to be a very worthy, good 
* woman, and I dare ſey means well; 
but it is no proof of her good under- 
ſtanding, to oppoic her judgment to 


l 
| 


yours. If I were to adviſe you hat 

to do, it would bc to give the gentle— 
man a hint to quit your houſe whenever 
& he entered it without an invitation from 
&& yourſelf, for I look upon it, that a wile 
has no right whatever to mnvi any 
man to her houſe without her bull nds 
„ permiſſion ; or Know that fuch an in- 

„ vitation will be perfectly agreeab!: to 

„him.“ -“ But my dear friend,” renlied 

the Colonel, I have not yet informed 
& you that he is already here in the ncigh— 


% bourhood; for in ſpite of all nv ar- 
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guments to the contrary, the women 
„ encouraged him in his wiſhes to 48 
„ company us elmoit to your gate, 34 
„if I had not put a ſtern negative npgn 
& jt, I do not doubt but he weu!s 4 6 
had the effrontery to have twin] 
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2 „ himſelſ to you and your family! At 
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| q nis Mr. T. was thunderſtruck! What, 
| 1. aid he, „ is he in ths neighbourhood, do 
4 © you lay? Where abouts? —“ In the | 
| © village, I preinme,” laid the Colonel. | 
\ir. Tudor, after muling for ſome ume, | 
4 not well knowing how to aft, told the 
| Colonel, as it zrow late, they would con. 
| ſult upon it the next morning; and bid- 
cling coach other a good night, loparated, : 
each party being detenmned to conſult 
his own wife upon the occalion. What 
4 pailed betwixt the Colonel and 4s wiſe, 
with reſpect to the introducing of thei 
| couſin, the "Squire, ve are ignorant of, 
a | but Mrs. Tudor who thought her huſband 
: never conlerred upon her an higher ho- 
+ nou than when he was plcaled to aſk her 
opinion, who 12 juiltice to her ve can 
vouch. never allumed any will of her 
I Hun, but vaplicity, as we think every 
i I wile Gun, ohcyed tnat of her huſband ; 
| avi Huy oully adhered to the maxims - 
. of our {rf mother, who mol! amiably ad- 
i if „ Lord, wii b ing 4 
lit. 
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My author and diſpoſer what thou Uidtt 


| 
* Cnargued | obey, 

* Gop is thy law, thou mine, 

To know no mote is woman's happiett know ied, © 
% And her praiſe !" 

She, with her uſual humility, though no! 
wanting in a proper [pint towards the 
relt of the world, told her huſpand that 
ſhe periectly coincided with him em opi— 
nion; and that the gentleman mutt be a 
very 1ll-bred man, and ignorant of pro 
pricty, to come into the neickbournogd 
where he was an utter ſtranger, whick 
mult necearily lay Mr. T. under an Ob- 
ligation to invite him, or ele it would be 
the cauſe of a coolneſs bets cen the tuo 
families: it was therelorc determingd, chat 
Mr. T. ſnould ſend an invitation to Nr, 
Deniſon, for that was his name, to come 
and breakiait with them neat morning. 
This decihon gave great, pleature to al! 
the ladies but Mrs. Fudor, who wits ra- 
ther diſguſted at tlic tlioughts of man 


who was an utter flranger intruding him. 
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Coloncl and Mr. Tudor on ther parts 
were determined to examine into the 
merits of the Squire, with reſped to the 
true ſtate of his hnances, manner of life. 
&c. which was not much in the power of 
his female couſins to be well acquainted 
with, and if they had, they were too par- 
tialiy diſpoſed towards him, for any con- 
adence to be placed in whatever they 
laid: for It is a maxim among prudent 
people never to take a character of any 
man cither irom his zcalous fricnd, or his 
bitter enemy, as the judgment is ſure tv 
be biaſſed either from diſlike or from be- 
ing too favourably inclined towards the 
party. Mr. Tudor, at the Colonel's re- 


queſt, undertook to make enquiries con- 


ccrning the 'Squire, for which purpolc 
he wrote to ſome friends in London, who 
came from the ſame county where Mr. 
Deuiſon's pretended eftates lay, and 
cach gave pretty nearly the lame account, 
that it was true, he had eſtates in the 
but they were all 
mortgage: one of the correſpondents 

in 


count) of W 
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in particular, wrote word that Mr. Den- 
Hon was of a very reſpettable family. 
bred at the Univerſity of Oxford, was 
eſteemed a very good ſcholar, but was 
very extravagant, having nearly run out 
a very good eſtate leit him by his father; 
which was, except a mere trifle, all mort- 
gaged for its full value, that he owed 
great ſums of money, and was addicted 
much to gaming! That theſe vices, it was 
true, were {ſuch as were but too common 
among the young men of the preſent age; 
but there was a ſtory reported of him, 
the inhumanity of which was not ſcarcely 
to be paralleled, even among the moſt 
profligate libertines; the truth of which 
the writer could vouch for, as having it 
from indiſputable authority ; but for ob- 
vious reaſons, begged to conceal the 
name of its author. It ſeems, this Deni- 
fon courted a young lady of exquiſite 
beauty and accompliſhments ; the ſimpli— 
city of her manners, and modeſty of her 
deportment, cvinced the purity of her 


mind; in ſhort, her character was ſuch, 
Vol. II. 1 As 
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as an eloquent counle] once expreficd 
himſelf, “ that the breath of flander could 
not touch it.” Of this lovely, innocent 
girl, the country 'Squire became ena- 
moured ; but as ſhe had but a very {mall 
fortune, he did not chule to marry her; 
he therefore employed cvery art in his 
power, to have her upon his own terms. 
It was a long time belore he could make 
any impreſſion on her heart, to his own 
advantage, but as ſoon as he had afſured 
himſcif of her regard, he ſtrove to gain 


his point, in which he could not ſucceed 


till be ſolemnly declared he would marry 
her upon the death of his father; for which 
purpole a hond of marriage was given 
into her own hands, and upon this ideal 
{ecurity, ſhe yielded to his ſuit! She was 
ſome months gone with child, when his 
father died. She then, to fave her own 
and chiid's honour, reminded him of his 
Promiie! but to her great alioniſhment 
and diſtreſs, the found he was averſe to 
the fulfiliing of his engagement and doing 
er tat juice ſhe had fo juſt a right to 
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expett! her complaints and tcars had no 
effect upon him, he not only treated he. 
with cool indifference, but with ſavage 
cruelty, inſiſting upon it that ſhe ſhould 
give him up his bond, which ſhe refuſed 
with a becoming indignation! for though 
ſhe could not have the leaſt hope of ever 
being happy with a man who was capable 
of ſo baſe an att of ingratitude, and whoſe 
diſpolition ſhe now too late perceived 
was likely to cauſe her the utmoſt mi- 
lery, yet, as ſhe had it in her power to 
do herſelf that juſtice which was dac to 
ner own honour and reputation, {he was 
determined to ſorce him to a compliance ; 
tor which purpoſe the threatened to put 
herſelf under the protection of the law! 
Seeing her thus determined, he deſerted 
her nl] he heard that ſhe was near lying- 
in. He then went again, promiſed a let 
tlement upon her giving up the bond, but 
anding ſhe fil] perfiſted in his doing her 
zuſtice, and refuling to give up the bond, 
he threatoned hor with initant death if fhe 
refuſed it any longer, at the ſaine time 
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holding his ſword to her breaſt! by this 
means the vn obtained his ends!! The 
poor young lady was left in the moſt de- 
plorable condition; the agony of her 
mind brought on a premature labour, and 
thus bereft of honour, and nearly ſubſiſ- 
tence, ſhe, in a ſhort time, expired with 
a broken heart! The poor infant ſoon 
after ſharcd its mother's fate!! This is 
the monſter, Sir, whoſe character you 
deſire to learn! Terror and aſtoniſhment 
ſet on the countenance of the Colonel 
upon reading the letter! it was ſome time 
before he had power to ſpeak : and then 
he ſaid, © Though I do not want for that 
& courage becoming a man, as well as a 
ſoldier, yet I dare not in prudence 
ſhew the this letter; beſides, it is 
written to you, my dear friend, in full 
confidence that no diſagrecable con- 
ſequence might ariſe from divulging 
this almoſt uncxamplcd villainy! This 
infamous wretch moſt certainly ought 
to be made a public example of! But 
the law requires unegutivocal proofs ! and 
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then, the {——1 is unfortunately re- 
lated to my wile! A charge of ſuchan 
heinous nature muſt either be kept a 
profound ſecret, or if divulged and 
proved, the offender muſt be puniſhed ; 
and then again, how The principal 
witneſs and ſuſſercr is no more! By 
this means he might make us all ſuffer 
for defamation, whilſt he alone is the 
real criminal! and even ſuppoſe his 
guilt could be plainly proved, ſo as to 
bring him to condign puniſhment, what 
a ſtigma muſt it caſt upon my wife's fa- 
mily, which has already experienced a 
fatal blow from the villainy of one of 
her neareſt relations! No, my dear 
friend, at leaſt for the preſent, let us 
take no notice, or give any ſuſpicion 
that we are made acquainted with this 
fellow's infamy ! All I can poſſibly do. 
is to uſe my utmolt endeavours to 
hinder the match from taking placc, 
which my wile has unhappily ſet her 
heart upon accompliſhing, though 1 
conſeſe I have but little hopes of ſuc- 

« cecding, 
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66 
ceeding; as her obſlinacy, in ſome 
points is almoſt unconqucrable. My 
rcaſons, indced, if I could truſt her. 
would be fo ſtrong that they would bc 
unan{wcrable : but then, for the honour 
of her family, (if ſhe ſhould be incre- 
dulous, which is very probable) ſhe 
would perhaps inſiſt upon her couſin's 
character being cleared, fo that I think, 
at all events, my own happineſs will be 
at ſtake if the matter tranſpires!“ 
My dear friend,“ replied Mr. Tudor, 
I rcally fccl for you more than word: 
can expreſs, and as it is vour own al- 
fair, I will rot “attempt to adviſe you 
to act in any manner Contrary to your 
own judgment and inclinations, but J 
proteſt if it were my own caſe, and any 
man was, after being guilty of ſuch 
infamy, to dare enter my houle, I 
would inſtantly kick him out of it !”— 
but ſtop,” favs the Colonel, © I know 
my dcar friend, your truc valuc, I am 
ſenlible there is not a man in the king. 
dom who 1s poſſeſſed of higher notion 
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( 63 
of true honour than yourſelf, but is a 
man of honour and probity to put his 
own liſe upon a par with a v n, that 
deſerves nothing leſs than an halter?“ 


—+ That is true;“ ſaid Mr. T. „ but no- 
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thing ſhall ever withhold me from cx- 
prefling my juſt indignation of a r. 
or whenever I can, holding fuch a one 
up to public view; to ſercen a villain, 
is to conmre at his villainy. —“ But, 
my friend,” ſaid the Colonel, + Though 
I revere you much ior your juſt man- 
ner of thinking, I cannot approve of 
your imprudence in many cales: Itruſt 
from our fiiendilip, vou will pardon 
my freedom, when I conicls io you my 
real ſentiments; for, to my own know- 
ledge, you have been a fufferer more 
than onec, by endcavouring to expole 
to public cenſure men who the world 


- all knew, without your aid, to be con- 


ſlummate villains! Have you not faf— 
lered in your purſe, and cven in the 
opinion of many who ckofe to lee things 
in a different light from you? By 
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which means you got all the knave: 
and dunces upon your back, who hated 
you, becauſe you was an honeſt man! 
Prudence ſhould be our guide, it is a 
virtue we ſhould practice for our own 
ſakes; 1 look upon it, three parts in 
four of the world is made up of knaves 
and fools, and therefore it 1s an un- 
equal combat, to ſet up for a monitor 
and a reprover of vice; you may as 
well think of ſtopping the ebbing or 
flowing of the tide!” “ What you 
ſay, my dear Colonel, has certainly 
great truth in it, but ſome allowance 
ought ſurely to be made for a temper, 
ſoured by the ill treatment I have met 
with from mankind; I allow, I am of 
an irritable temper, but why am I fo? 
the having been unjuſtly treated, has 
altered my real temper, which has 
naturally rouſed me to an open expo- 
ſure of thoſe vices, by which I have 
ſo cruclly ſuffered, both in my per- 
fon and property. I am well aware 
tha: I have gained many cnemies, but 
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tell me if you can of one truly honeſt 
man who is my enemy?“ -“ I am ſen- 
* ſible,” rephed the Colonel, “ that no 
* good man ever was your enemy, but 
you are to conſider what ſort of beings 
you are obliged to aſſociate with; in 
our profeſlion we are often obliged 
to be connetted with thole whom we 
cannot but deſpiſe, who, if they are 
ſuperior to you in rank, and inferior 
to you in merit, will hate you from 
mere envy, and will, whenever they 
can, treat you with that inſoleuce 
& which ever accompanies incapacity 
„ united to arrozance! while thoſe 
& who are inferior in point of rank, if 
„they ſhould happen to be men of weak 
* underſtanding, obſtinate in temper, and 
require being reminded of their duty, 
* or chaſtiſcd for negletting it, will ever 
+ be watching for occaſions to do you 
© ſome ſecret injury. I know full well, 
* my dear friend, that your fotbics ariſe 
„ chiefly from your virtues; your de- 
« teſtation of vice makes you diſcover 
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the rogueries of others, which it would 
be more prudlent not to detect, eſpe— 
cially, if they he in power or in high 
ſtations, for by doing it, you are ſure 
to have all the little rogues combine 
together againſt you; not that they 
think the great man has been unjuſtly 
cenſured, but becauſc you have cn- 
dexvourcd to explode thoſe vices, that 
they themiclves are guilty of; what 
pains have you taken to diſcover the 
foul play of a ſet of wietches known by 
the nzme of Bl gs, who deicrve 
hanging ten times m..ce than any ſet of 
thieves who are executed at Tyburn ! 
How many young men ove their total 
ruin to theſe miſcreants and remorſeleſs 
plundeiers, and yet have you been able 
to turn the tide of this horrid vice? a 
vice more pernicious in its conſe— 
quences to ſociety than any other you 
can name! It 1s true you did fave 
one young man of faſhion and large 
fortune from the clutches of theſe vo— 
racious harpics, but what en! has 
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* not this very ſame young man beeu 
„ f{ince completely done up by the black- 
66 


legs among that claſs who lit ſecutely, 
„ ſetting every las of God and man at de- 
& fiance?! — I confels it to be a ſault,“ 
replied Mr. T. „but I cannot att in the 
„ leaſt degree with diilimulation; I mult 
* and will {peak my ſentiments, and it 
„% thole ſentiments be founded in virtue, 
& why ſhould an hone: man withhold 
„them? If I feel conſcious that I think 
and aQt right, what have I to fear? You 
& would have me ſilent leſt I ſhould give 
* offence to r -s]! But I am above 
„the deccitful cunning of half mankind 
& to appear what 1 am not. I am not 
aſhamed to ſpeak openly in the preſence 
* of honeſt men, and I think it much be- 
& neath an honeſt man to ſtand in awe or 
& fear of either knaves or foois !—*< But, 
ſays the Colonel, + way ſpeak all vou 
„think! There is a wide difference be- 
„ tween ſaying what we do not think, 
5 and ſpeaking ail we do, if it can in 
the leaſt injure our intereſts!” . Why, 
K 2 6 eos. 
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I confels,” ſays Mr. Tudor, * the be- 
ing too open, unleſs one had all honeſt 
„% men to deal with, is imprudent, but 
* the being too cloſe and reſerved is more 
& politic than amiable; men often require 
re ſpett by having acted with nice cau- 
„tion and diſcretion that do not in rea- 
„ lity poſſeſs one ſocial virtue; and, on 
& the other hand, we have ſeen men who 
have poſſeſſed every virtue that can 
& adorn humanity, lay themſelves open 
to cenſure from having ventured to de- 
„ {cry the villainy of others!” Upon 
the ladies entering the room, the conver- 
lation took another turn, but the internal 
emotions which the Colonel and Mr. T. 
felt on the appcarance of Mr. Deniſon, 
they could ſcarcely conccal, particularly 
Mr. Tudor, whoſe noble ſpirit could but 
ill brook the being under the leaſt con- 
ſtraint, and feeling himſelf under an ob- 
ligation to diſſemble his ſentiments with 
re ſpedt to a man, whom he could not 
took upon but with that degrec of horror 
which every honeſt hearted man mult na- 
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turally feel in the preſence of a wretch 
who was a diſgrace to kumanity! Though 
Mr. T. was deprived of the ſatisfaction 
of declaring open war againſt his unwel- 
come gueſt, he, neverthcicls, would now 
and then indulge bimſelf with a few 
witty jeſts at the 'Squire's expence, throw- 
ing out ſome oblique infinuations unper- 
ceived by the reſt of the company; which 
Deniſon, who poſl:fſed no ſmall mare of 
penetration, could ealily perceive, were 
levelled at him! One evening his cha- 
grin was manifeſt on Mr. Tudor's taxing 
his youngeſt daughter up in his arms, and 
ſeating her on the t.ble, he {aſtrned on 
her head a very find diamond ring, which 
having done, he began to play a little 
courtſhip with her, ſaying, my little dear, 
now you have the vanity, I ſuppoſe, to 
imagine that I pay you all this attention 


for the ſake of youriclf; but though you 


are very pretty, 1 with to undeccive vou; 
It is not you that I admire, but that fine 
diamond which ſparkles in your air, 


that is the thing that I with to polleſs; 
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We ED 
for, without that jewel, all your litti- 
charms would be ſ entirely Iſt upon me! 
In this manner did Mr. Tudor continue 
till Deniſon looked utterly confuſed, 
whilſt every one elſe ſcemed to conſider 
it as a mere joke to plcaſe the child. 


Mrs. Tudor was likebsiſe a little ſmart 


upon him, on heating him one day lay to 
Miſs Willizus, — Well, Petjey, the next 
coat I have, ſhall be ſcarlet, {or 1 know 


you women have a great partiality for 


that colour; ending his politic ſpeech with 
the trite remark of women and macarel, 
&c. to which Mrs. Tudor obſerved with 
a ſarcaſtical file, what ſignified a ſcarlet 
coat without the militery air, epaulet and 
caſy addrel>, Which fo greatly diſtinguiſhes 
the genilemen of the army? He looked 
as if he felt himſcif deeply cut up! As 
Mrs. Tudor and Miis Williams were fit- 
ting together in the arbour one day, Miſs 


Mr. Deniſon? Mrs. T. being no ſtranger 
to his rcal charatter, was rather embar- 
1 


ralled at the ſuddcancis of the queſtion, 
thercſorr 


— I 


1 a 


1 
therefore ſmiling, only replied, that is a 
queftion, Madam, I thould aſk you, for 
I ſuppolc he muſt be a very old Friend of 
yours, and one you have been acqueinted 
with a long time by the great familiarity 
with which he treats you! Miſs W. had 
too much ſenſe not to feel this rebuke, as 
ſhe had fſullered freedoms which ſte 
ought to have relented from a man who 
ſhe was obliged to own ſhe had never ſeen 
but a very {ow weeks; but who took the 


liberty of calling her by her Chriſtian 


name with all that rude familiarity and 
eale he would have done a chamber-maid 
at an inn! Mrs. T. teſtified much ſur— 
priſe when ſhe heard that Deniſon was 
almoſt a ſtranger to her, and ventarcd to 
fay that a lady of her very large fortune, 
who certainly was intuled to a man of 
rank, as well as equai fortune, ſhould 
have permitted ſuch a man es Deniſon to 
take ſuch liberties! and though he was 
a very len{.ble man, yet he was very 
under bred, and had but very liule the 
appearance of a gentleman, and as little 
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of addreſs and manners belonging to 
that character. Mails W. ſeemed a little 
confuſed, but ſoon recovering herſelf, 
replied, with a ſmile, that ſhe did not 
like him the leis for his free and eaſy 
manner, as ſne thought it was a proof of 
his good nature and candid diſpoſition, 
nor did he attempt to conceal from her 
his having run out his fortune, but told 
ker ingenuoully that he owed above ten 
thouſand pounds, and that if ſhe would 
give him that ſum to pay his debts, he 
ſhould then become a new man, and 
would ſettle upon her the reſt of her for- 
tune! + And don't you think,” continued 
ſhe, © that this is a proof of a very gene- 
& rous diſpolition? my aunt thinks alſo 
& that he will make a very good huſband, 
& and as Ihave a large fortune, why ſhould 
*I not act with gencroſity towards a man 
© who I really believe has a very great 
& regard for me? do not men every day 
&© marry women without fortunes ? and 
& why 1s a woman to act with Icfs noble- 


* neſs of mind? am I not more likely to 
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( 73 3 
„ be happy by laying him under an obli— 
* gation to me? and will he not eſteem 
mc the more for my diſintereſted man- 
„ner of acting?“ —+ My dear Miſs Wil- 
„ hams,” ſaid Mrs. Tudor, ** a woman 
* who poſſeſſes ſuch goodneſs of heart, 
and ſuch generous ſentiments, deſerves 
« indeed to be truly happy; but you 
„ have not yet ſeen enough of this man 
© to be a judge of his merits. As to his 
* temper, it may be an agrecable one ; 
“ but even of that, how can you be quite 
% ſure? has he not reaſon to be always 
in good humour whilſt he is in your 
„company? and as to his diſpoſition, 
„ (for temper and diſpoſition are often very 
*© oppolitec) by what critcrion do you 
“judge of it? have you heard of any 
© meritorious action wherein he has lig— 
e nalized himſcif ? is it a proof of genero- 
6 ſity that he offers to {etile all your own 
„ property upon vou, if you will give 
e him ten thouſand pounds? if he had 
* not made that propoſition, what mult 
* you have thought of his cflrontery ? 
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& for I was informed, that he ſaid the 
„ other cvening, when a little elevated 
& with wine, that if he did not ſucceed 
& in getting Betſey for a wile, he certainly 
ſhould put an end to his exiſtence, as 
* he was an undone man, and therefore 
& it was neceſſary that he ſhould have 
& your fortune to enable him to be pre- 
& ſerved from ſinking! nor is it im- 
& poſſible, my dear Miſs Williams, that 
& when he has got it, he may poſſibly be 
& led into the ſame train of extravagance 
& which was the cauſe of his former ruin; 
& and then, it is probable you will have 
& too much reaſon to repent of that good 
& opinion of which he is now honourcd !” 
Miſs W. appeared to be deeply pene- 
trated with Mrs. T.'s obſervations, and 
would no doubt have been benefited by 
them, if it had not been on the eve of 
her departure; fo that it is probable ſhe 
forgot all Mrs. T.'s advice during the 
firſt half hour ſhe liſtened to the hypo- 
critical cant of her falſe and pretended ad- 
mirer, whoſe adorations were folcly ad 
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dreſſed to her fortune! if ſhe could but 
have ſtaid to profit a little more by 
Mrs. Tudor's advice, ſhe might have 
cicaped the pit into which ſhe fell by 
marrying a liberiine deſtitute of princi- 
ple and honour ! for in a few weeks after 
they left the cottage, Deniſon led his in- 
nocent and credulous victim to the altar, 
took a houſe in London, and made a mag- 
nificent figure ! though they were invited 


by none but their own relations. This 


diſplay conſiſted of a ſuperb equipage, 
the fineſt horſes, rich liveries, the but- 
tons of which were of ſolid filver, with 
the cxesT of their maſter engraved on 
them. Thus he contrived without the 
credit of keeping any gentcel company, 
to ſquander the greater part of his wife's 
fortune in a very ſhort time; ſo that they 
were obliged with a ſamily of young chil- 
dren, to live {ome ycars on the Continent. 


On their 1eturn to England, they retired 


to a remote ſituation in Wales, where 
ſhe repented at leiſure, among the dreary 


mountains, her weakneſs and unhappy 
L 2 | fate ! 
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Lf fate! But this dear amiable woman, 
| 7 amidſt all her ſorrows, has never been 
| if | | known to utter a ſingle reproach to her 
4.0 unworthy huſband, for what ſhe has un- | 
* dergone; but ſhews him the tenderneſs, ; 
th attention, and reſpect, which is due to 
. the beſt of huſbands. Indeed ſhe is a 
W pattern of conjugal fidelity, and a moſt 
MO affectionate mother! in ſhort, ſhe poſſeſ- 
h ſes every virtue and amiable quality that 


man could deſire in woman; it is there- 
fore to be greatly lamented, that ſhe has 
not a huſhand worthy of ſuch ſuperior 
excellence! that a woman poſſe ſſing ſuch 
an underſtanding, ſhould have ſuffercd 
her judgment to be ſo warped and im- p 
oſed upon, is a ſtrong proof that reaſon £5 
has NT to do in the buſineſs of rar g 
moſt certainly, love is not in our own 
power! for if the tender paſſion could be 
controuled by reaſon, we ſhould not fee 
ſo many unhappy and diſproportionate 
marriages! but it is a duty in us to re- 
mind the young reader, that love only 
promiſes to produce real happineſs when 
11 
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fame cauſe; namely, a total neglect of 
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it ariſes from eſteem and friendſhip; a 
very differcnt ſentiment from that which 
{prings from paſſion, or is the effect of an 
over heated imagination, which ſubſides 
as ſoon as the novelty and tranſitory de— 
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luſion vaniſh! if people marry mercly Jig 
for convenience, for lucre or ambitious 1 
views, hat rcaſonable happineſs can be X | 
expected? Avarice is a more frightſul 
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vice than any that can take polleſſon of 
the human mind! thoſe who are addicted 
to it are ever unfecling, inſenſible to the 
wants and misfortunes of their fellow crca- 
tures, and conſequently ſtrangers to the 
moſt rational and exquiſite of all human 
enjoyments ;---thole of rrlENDSHIP ! 

„ Friendſhip, the balm and cordial! of life; 

Without it, 'tis a load not worth poſicfting !” 

The character we have given of Decni- 
ſon, naturally leads us to make fim:ilar 
oblervations on the mode of cducating 
boys as well as girls, the vices of both 
proceeding beyond diſpute, from the 


their morals, and not being properly in— 
ſtructed 
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ſtructed in the true principles of religion, 
a ſubjett that ought to be made the firſt and 
principal object of their ſtudy at every 
ſchool, in preference even to claſſical learn- 
mg, and every other accompliſhment, as 
the ſormer is of importance to their eter- 
nal welfare, while the latter, only regards 
the convemiences and pleaſures of this 
life: for though we by no means wiſh to 
intimate, that learning and accompliſh- 
ments are to be neglected, yet they ought 
only to be a ſecondary conlideration ! for 
no qualifications or talents of any kind, 
let them be ever ſo brilliant, can never 
compenſate for the want of virtue, true 
honour, and piety towards God. The 
ſtudy of the claſſics, the belles lettres, 
and every ſpecies of polite literature, 
moſt certainly fit a man for ſociety; but 
do they completely qualify them to an- 
ſwer the great end of their creation ? cer- 
tainly not! at the ſame time, we do not 
preſume to decry human learning; we 
know its ule and arc ſenſible of its bene- 


fits, but we wiſh to make it ſubſcrvient 
to 


. 


(10 3 


to Religion, and to ſee it made the princi- 
pal object in the Education of youth. It 
may be aid, perhaps, that I reaſon like 
a woman, who cannot be altogether ac- 
quainted with the courle of inſtruction 
purſued in the principal ſchools and ſe- 
minaries of our country. To this I an- 
ſwer, that it 1s truc I am a woman, but 
with the experience of a mother; and I 
may venture to aſſert, without ſcar of 
contradiction, that young men when they 
leave the moſt ciſtinguiſhed public 
ſchools, know more of the Pagan mytho— 
logy than the Chriitian Religion ; and I 
may make the ſame obſcrvation reſpetiing 
the -greater part of thoſe who quit the 
Univerſity, unleſs they have been parti- 
cularly prepared for the clcrical func- 
tions. 

I have alſo lived long in the world, 
and theſe pages mult have long fince con- 
vinced my readers, that I am not without 
ſome knowledge of its manners and its 
ways; and I do not merely repeat the 
dogmas of philoſophy or the dottrines of 

religion, 
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religion, when I ſtate the dangers which; 
atiend che polleſiion of wealth, of ho- 
nours, and cxaltcd ſtation : my own ex- 
perience confirms them. I vell know the 
uſcs of adverſity; I am not inſenſible to 
its corredtive, meliorating, and ſaving 
powers. 1 have long ſince believed it to 
be a blefſiing in diſguiſe, which oſten 
proves man's beſt friend in life, and ſe— 
cures to him rcal and ſolid comfort, when 
he moſt nceds it, on the bed of languiſh- 
ing, and in the hour of death. 

Theſe reflections have brought to my 
recolleftion, the obſervation which Mr. 
Garrick's diſplay of the beauties and de- 
corations of his Hampton Villa, drew 
from Dr. Johnſon : David, David, © theſe 
„ arc the things which make a death-bed 
terrible! To ſhew that our opinion 
is not ſingular as to the advantages of ad- 
verſity over prolperity, we will recite a 
few lines from an author of the firſt emi- 
nence, who makes his hero expreſs him- 
felf thus: „My father deſired me to re- 
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uncle had told him were manifold and 
ſurpriſing : I recounted the moſt mate- 
rial circumſtances of my fortune, to 
which he liſtened with wonder and at- 
tention, manifeſting from time to time, 
thole different emotions which my dif- 


ferent ſituations may be ſuppoſed to 


have raiſed in a parent's breaſt; and 
when my detail was ended, bleſſed God 
for the adverlity I had undergone, 
which he ſaid, enlarged the under- 
ſtanding, improved the heart, ſteeled 
the conſtitution, and qualified a young 
man for all the duties and enjoyments 
of life, much better than any educa- 
tion which affluence could beſtow.“ 


Many are the advantages molt certainly, 
which we derive from misfortune, which 
are of importance to us both as to our 
temporal, as well as {piritual good; for 
by misfortunes we are taught the beſt of 
all leffons, viz. to be acquented with our- 
felves ! beſides one of the greateſt tem- 
poral advantages that can accrue to us is, 
to be well afſured, who are our real friends: 
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this 1s an advantage that the rich, the 
proſpcrous, and the great can never per- 
fealy aſcertain! health, likewiſe, and 
vigour, the firſt temporal bleſſings, are 
more generally the attendants on humble 
induſtry; for when do we hear of the day- 
labourer being laid up with the gout, or 
the pcaſant's wife ſinking and fainting with 
nervous complaints and hyſterics ? which 
is to be preferred, let me aſk, riches and 
diſeaſe, or poverty and hcalth ? 


CHAP. XXX. 


COL, PLAISTOW TAKES LEAVE OF HIS 
FRIENDS AT FELIX COTTAGE WITH AN 
INTENTION OF RETURNING TO RH. AND 
FROM THENCE TO LONDON. 


Sym P. having with his family taken 
leave of the delightful cottage and 
its happy inhabitants, ſet out for H, 
where they propoſcd ſtaying a few weeks, 

with 


r 195 


4 


with their children whom they had left 


there for the benefit of ſea bathing ; and 
then intended to proceed towards the me- 
tropolis, at the particular requeſt of Den- 
iſon, who its ſeems had prevailed on the 
ladics to be of his party to a grand mal- 
querade, which was to be given at the 
Opera Houle by the French Ambaſlador. 


Col. Plaitow did not much rcliſh this 


piece of gallantry in Deniſon, but found 
himſelf under the neceſſity of complying 
with the Squire's requeſt, as he found 
the ladies had engaged themſelves to ac- 
cept of his offer, and that he had taken 
upon himſelf the whole expcnce of lodg- 
ings, dreſſes, tickets, &c. which he could 
very well venture to do on the ſtrength of 
Miſs Williams's fortune, of which he 
ſeemed ſo fully determined to poſſeſs. 
Although Mr. Tudor had a moſt affec- 
tionate regard for Col. Plaiſtow, he could 
not but feel rejoiced at being again at full 
liberty to indulge his taſte for retirement 
without further interruption. Mrs. Tu- 
dor, who preſerred the ſocicty of her 

M 2 huſband 
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huſband to all the world, could not re- 
frain ſrom expreſſing likewiſe her ſatisfac- 
tion on the departure of their gueſts; for 
though ſhe had always highly reſpected 
the Col. and his Lady, yet her good opi- 
nion of Mrs. P. was rather diminiſhed, 
ſince ſhe perceived her drift with reſpett 
to Miſs W. as ſhe could not, Mrs. Tudor 
obſerved, be ignorant of her couſin De- 
niſon's character, both as to extravagance 
and the habits of gaming. Was it fair 
and honeſt then, ſaid ſhe, to invite that 
man to her houſe to make a ſacrifice of 
an innocent and amiable young woman, 
that he might repair his broken fortune ? 
if, continued Mrs. T. they had accident- 
ally met and become attached to each 
other, it would have been a very diffe- 
rent thing, but there is little doubt that it 
was a dcep-laid ſcheme between Mrs P. 
and her maiden ſiſter, who moſt likely 
had a promiſe of being well recompenſed 
by their ne-dy couſin, for their kind and 
generous interpoſ tion in his favour. Mr. 
T. allo expreſſed how much he was hurt, 

NO! 


f 


1 

not only that ſuch an amiable girl ſhould 
tall a victim to the avarice of her female re- 
lations who he was ſure, from what he had 
heard Deniſon ſay, would experience his 
libcrality, if he ſuccceded, but that his 
friend, the Colonel ſhould ſuffer himlicif 
to be duped by the artifice of his wiſe and 
liſter in an affair in which it was manifeſt 
he himſelf ſo greatly diſapproved! Deni- 
ſon's unparalleled barbarity to the unfor- 
tunate young Lady, who he had ſeduced, 
and of whoſe death he was the cauſe, ſo 
rouzed the indignation of Mr. Tudor, 
that he declared Miſs W. ſhould be in— 
formed of every particular which he did 
not doubt, he ſaid, but would effectually 
prevent her from falling a prey to a ſet of 
rapacious relations whoſe aim was not to 
1 ſecure her happineſs or advantage, but to 
| partake among themſelves the loaves and 
4 fiſhes of which ſhe was poſſciied! Mrs. 
T. highly approved her huſband's ſenti- 

ments, but cautioned him to act with ſuch 

diſcretion as not to run any riſque of in- 

volving himſelf or others in an affair of 

ſuch 
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ſuch delicacy, which could not be con- 
duced with too much circumſpettion. 
The ſervant having returned from the 
village where he had been ſent with Jet- 
ters to the poſt-houſe, brought with him 
one from Lady D. B. in which her Lady- 
{hip after expreſſing the ſatisfaction ſhe felt 
at the very polite and hoſpitable reception 
ſhe met with at the cottage, begged to re- 
mind Mr. Tudor of his promiſe in giving 
her the refuſal, if cver he choſe to part 


with that charming abode, which ſhe 


imagined might be his intention, if he had 
not altered his mind of going abroad. 
Mr. T. immediately wrote an anſwer to 
inform her Ladyſhip, that he continued 
in the ſame diſpoſition as to his deſire of 
viſiting the Continent, and aſſured her 
that nothing could afford him greater 
plcaſure than her Ladyſhip's becoming 
the poſſeſſor of his cottage. But though 
Mr. Tudor aſſured her that he had laid out 
above ſeven hundred pounds beſides the 
original purchaſe, her Ladyſhip offered 
him no more than the ſum of three hun- 
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dred and fifty pounds, which, however, 
Mr. Tudor accepted from the very great 
reſpe&t he bore her. At the ſame time 
he was laughed at by the Earl of R. who 
ſaid that he would have readily given 
him eight hundred pounds for it, and 
thought it a good bargain, adding wittily, 
« I do not know, Tudor, which moſt to 
„% admire, Lady B.'s muniſicence, or 
« your very polite aquieſcence !” But, 
however, the parting with it, coſt Mrs. 
Tudor many tears, it being the work of 
her huſband's hands, with whom ſhe had 
ſpent ſo many happy hours, aſſiſting him 
in the decorations of it. As ſoon as Mr. 
Tudor had diſpatched the ſervant with 
his letter to Lady B. he again renewed 
the ſubjett of Deniſon's inhumanity to 
the young Lady, and the baſcneſs of his 
female couſins, who ſeemed bent on the 
ruin of poor Miſs W. for there was but 
little chance of its proving otherwiſe, if 
the were to be unfortunately united to 
ſuch a man es Deniſon! For a man, ſaid 
Mr. Tudor, wao is capable of barbarity to 
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„ 
one woman, can never be expected tc 
trcat another with that tenderneſs which 
is natural for a woman to look for in an 
huſband ! Indeed, added he, I pity her 
much, poor girl, and I do not think i, 
would be atting as one would be done by, 
to fuſſer her to fall into ſuch an abyls oi 
miſery from neglecting to forewarn her ol 
her danger: if ſhe ſullers herſelf to be 
miſled after ſuch a warning, ſhe will 
have no one to blame but herſelf! Mr. 
Tudor's ſentiments, were the ſentiments 
of a man of nice. honour, unned to the 
tender feclings of a parent who had 
daughters of his own, and thereforc 
thought it an at of duty whenever he 
perceived youth and innocence of either 
{ex, in danyer, to endeavour to point out 
the ſnares which he foreſaw were laid for 
them! Though this man, ſaid Mr. T. 
is a good ſcholar, and of a good family, 
15 there any one that more richly deſerves 
an halter? But how many crimes do men 
daily commit, for which the laws have 
not hitherto provided puniſhment ! ſome 


of 


1 
vi which arc of a more dangerous ten- 
dency, and more pernicious in their ef— 
lects, than many of thoſe offences for 
which men ſuffer at the gallows! The 
man that robs me of my purſc is hanged 
the man who robs me of my daughter, who 
ruins, betrays, diſhonours and deſerts her, 
—what!—no puniſhment at all for him, 
though he has been the cauſe of wretch- 
ednels to an unhappy family! Nay, he is 
not ſo much as {couted by the men, and 
we arc ſorry, very ſorry to obſerve, from 
daily experience, that he is not deterred 
as he ought to be by the women, as too 
many of them proleſs to admire a man 
of GALLANTRY! We arc authoriſcd to 
fay this from the many inftances we could 
recount within our own knowledge, but 
we need not go ſarther back for an ex- 
ample of ths toily aud doprevity in 1ome 
vi the {ex to prove the truth of our al- 
tertion, than by decling it to be a fact; 
at the inhumanity awd barbarity of the 
above mentioned beniſon was made 
Known to Mis W. previous te her mar- 
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riage with that unprincipled monfter 

The gencrality of women, however, have 

the vanity to think that they are polleſied 

of ſuſſicient charms to reclaim a libertinc; 
and the ſex in general ſeem to coincide 

in one opinion, that the reformed rake 
makes the beſt huſband ! but theydo not 
always recollet that there are various 
lorts of libertines. For inſtance, a 
young man. who has been led to exceed 
the bounds of prudence, with reſpect 19 
the faſhionable follies of the day, if he 
poſlels a good underitanding and a good 
heart, when the hey-day of youth is over 
and the paſſions become calm, ſuch a one 
may ſee his paſt errors in a proper light, 
and if per chance he ſhould mect with an 
amiable and virtuous woman, whole men- 
tal qualifications capacitate her to become 
the companion of a man of ſenſe, there 
ts more than an cqual chance, of their 
enperiencing as much poſſible happineſs 
as this world can afford! But when a 


(an lalls into the hands of a libertine, 
le heart is corrupt, who laughs a 


Religion- 
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13 
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cligion, vho is a gambler and a Gdrur 
kard, what happineſs can be expeticd ? 
is fuch a man capable of ſriendfhip, 
ailecion, or honour? Yet if this very 
vicious character is poſlefled of an hand- 
{ume prion, genteel in his addreſs, and 
can converſe with facility, he may, with. 
Out any gregt depth of underſtanding, 
cally capivatc a young, unexpericnced 
woman, cipecially if he really admires her 
perſon, as he will then be an aitiduous 
lover; but alas, her happineſs, if ſhe 
marries him, will be but of a ſhort dura- 
tion; for when his {hort-lived paſſer 
lubſides, neither her ſenſe or accomplith- 
ments will have any power, to keep him 
from returning to his former purinits, 
A man of a corrupt heart is not capable 
of a virtuous ſriendſhip ; can a conunec- 
tion founded in ſentiment aud aftetiion 
lubſiſt, but between perſons who att upon 
the higheſt principles of virtue and ho- 
nour ! | 

It may in general be oblerved, that u 
principled perſons are always very deccit- 
7 N 2 7711 
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ful; and as truth and honour are in a ſtate 
of eternal alliance, ſuch perſons as we 
have deſcribed, muſt be totally rangers 
to the onc or the other; and as icducion 
is the conlequence of deception, we with 
to ſtrike at the root of that crime by dis- 
covering its original ſource, which will bc 
the object of the next chapter. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES WHICH 
OFTEN ARISES FROM NEGLECTING TO 
CHECK IN TIME THAT . PROPENSITY 
WHICH CHILDREN TOO GCENERALLY 
HAVE, TO TELL LIES, AND PRACTISE 
IIIEIR LITTLE DECEPTIONS, 


HE greateſt evils oftentimes origi- 
nate from cauſes, which iecm fo 
very inlignincant in themiclves on afu- 
perficial view, that few pcople will be at 
the 


1 


zne pains to conlider the probable cen— 
ſequences ariſing from them. Among th. 
forcmolt of thele, is the pernicious habit 
of lying, a vice common with all children, 
and ſeldom or ever puniſhed as it ought 
to be in tne ſchools of either girls or boys. 
It is truc, the child, ata very carly period 
of its life, tells a lie with no malicious 
intention, but merely in ſcif defence to 
avoid being puniſhed for a fault it has 
committed! but to prevent this growing 
evil, the beſt method, moſt aſluredly would 
be, to pardon the fault, and chaftiſe the 
child for telling the he, end cven with 
careſles, and a ſmall gratuity, reward ut 
ſor having told the truth: tus the child 
is early taught to know, that it is his 


Bl 


intereſt to be honeft ; and every preceptor 


ought to be reminded, that kindnels will 


nave more ellect, even with the moi 
Rubborn diſpoſitions, than aullerity. This 
kind of treatment ſeems to be the moſt 
infallible method of nipping in de bud 
an evil, which, if let to take decp root, is 
ihe cauſe of greatcr miſchief than can at 
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n {irſt be conceived. The progrels of this 

10 vice may be traced thus :—the child tells 

* a lic from fear, and, by fledfaſtly de- 

4 +4 nying the charge againſt him, perhaps 

LI luckily eſcapes puniſhment ; having thus 

1 happily ſuccecded, he not only fecls de- 

q % lighied at having eſcaped correction, but 

5 54 fecls a ſecret pride in having been able 

[7 | Oo out-wit thoſe who arc older and wiſer 

| than himſelf! This, of courſe, ſets the 

. 5 young mind upon inventing hes, cither 

ek BY ſrom fun, or malicc, againſt ſome of his 

| {ſchool-fcllows who are innocent, and ac- 

mh cordingly ſuffer for a ſuppoſed offence ; 

J * this is adding cruclty to deccit! A child, 

7. by this means, is carly practiſed in low 

N Fo cunning, which, by degrees, increaſes and 

ny vrows ſo habitual, even in ſome wacn they 

112 F arrive at maturity, that they ſcem to take 

160 a peculiar picaſure in telling falſchoods, 

14 | the aim of Which 1s either to make miſ— 

130 chick among their acquaintance, or to 

FAY gratily the vanity of being thought to N 

1 | pollels lome hidden ſecrets, known only | 
Nats: e themlelves; but whatever motive may | 
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incite them, the heart, thus initiated wm 
deceit and impoſition, becomes at laſt {© 
depraved and debaled, that to gain an; 
point they have in view, treachery, fraud, 
cruelty, and every art that the ſubtlety 
of a degenerate mind can invent, are put 
in full force, This art is ol peculiar ſer— 
vice in the horrid buſineſs of ſeduction! 
The conlequence of which is, to deſtroy 
the peace of mind of a too credulous 
female ; and yet it olten happens, that the 
very man who has been guilty of this 
act of cruelty and injuſtice will have the 
eflrontcry to call himſelf, no doubt. a man 
of noxourR! that is, he would not ven- 
ture to advance a falichood to one of his 
own lex, from the fear of having his noſe 
pulled! nor would the lame man thin of 
avoiding the payment of a gawing debt, 
which is ludicroully enough called a debt 
of honour, though, at the ſame time, hc 
fees nothing diſhonourable iu ſwindling 
all his juſt creditors out of their pro- 
perty ! He ſceis not the leaſt ſhame or 
remorle, nor even pity, for the ruin in 


which 


> > — _ : | 


4 
which he has involved the honeſt trade i- 
man and his lamily. who, conſiding in his 
honour, has ſurniſhed hin with every 
conveniency and cven Juxury, that he 
might be enabled to keep up the conſe. 
quence of a man of rasxniox! If he 
endcavours to {cauce the wife or daugh- 
ter of his friend, and ſhouid got rebuked 
lor It, as a man of honour, he cannot put 
up wit h any atliront, but immediately 
challenges the injured party. Is not this 
the farce which is carried on every day in 
the world of faſhion ? Now, if principles 
o truc honour were carefully inſtilled inte 
the minds of young men when at {choo]. 
which is a duty incumbent on the maſter> 
who inftrut them in all other matters, 
thole falle notions of honour, fo preva 
lent among the generality of fafhionable 
youngſters, would in a ſhort time be dif 
countenanced, and held as they ougnt to 
bc. and as they are by men of virtuou— 
and upright characters, us truly actelts- 
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le! No young. man Who may rea 
theſe remarks, ſevere as they may be 
thouztt, 
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ought, will venture to ſay, that they 


t, an founded upon principles 


of virtuc and real honour, thong nh pext 


are not ju 
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influence hast rant Fa en and 
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makes then ten! - the ri lien oof 


their prolligete £ 
without ATTY ö n! ieren e to 
made between elt and go bui 
is too often the /, , ire! Vanity 
being a very predo.inaut emen cel man, 
with young people 0: çodrle, its wat 
hcation chiefly lies in external appear— 
ancc and a love oi. fincry and few; the 
aim of which is to attract notice and 15 
command reſped aud hommes hom the 
world, which the o,, ⁰ of oprcden: 


never fails to create: ſuch reſhect lats no 
longer thai their moncy and pacoantry for 
when that is over, who will then come for- 
ward among che cringing crowd of tawn- 
ing {ycopliants to {fave them from nerdi- 

Vor. II. () tion? 
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tron? But buiorc it comes to that, the: 


s another Card to play, which is to en 
deavour to keep up ttc ſame appearance 
by living eniircly upon credit, er, in 
Gher word:, on deception. Ihis can, 
for a While, be cahly done., by impohng 


; ! * * L 1 4 4 1 a a 
ine Cron 01 trade en. e, AT 
— 


pearances, 3 


. 1 15 D* „ 
844415 Lab t 1 111 1) 1 " as «i 


hew of enulcnce, and an artful and in— 
Iinuntin addreſs, to truſt their © e 
Giged“ culomer with their property! 
Can any thing evince more ſtrongly # 
weak head aud a corrupt heart, than ſuch 
a condutt? But, the vice is ſo common, 
that it my be ſaid to be almolt ien. 
able 11 Such) oftemtation, however, can- 
ot be long lupported, nor can the de— 
cohtiop, bevond a certain period, prove 
fuccoliſul The commiliion of another 
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vice, thercfore, is neceſlary to repleniſh 
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heart is fined for crimes of thc deepeſ. 
de! But this hortid vice not only cor- 

rupts 
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dapper, wiach render- 
ed her lower, al auiiable h. fore, and. for 
ſome time al:er hei marriege, with a moſt 
worthy and deicrviug van, fhe became in 
leſs than four ycers, hard {fcatured, auſtere, 
lll-kumoured, with eyes bloated from 
keeping late hours, and a very terma— 
gant in temper, which rendered truly 
wretch d, a numerous and lovely off- 
ſpring of her unhappy huſband, had by a 
form r wiſe! This is a ſat well known 
at Path! but a thoufand inſtances of the 
ſame kind arc to he ſound daily among 
the fafhroenable wives of the preſent age, 
who ſeem to have thrown aſide that amia- 
ble foilineſs, and gentle nature which they 
Humed during their virgin ſlate ! 


Theſe 
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Thcle reflections on that mode dy which 

is the moll ſaiciniting charm that cen 

atlorn the lemale character, reminds us of 

Rouſteau's deligheful Apollrophe on the 
ſubject. 


« vweet modeſty, ſupreme pleaſare of love! 


% How many charins docs a woman loſe, when ſhe 
« lolcy thee ? 

* How many, it they knew the power ol thy em- 
6 Pi: 2. 


* 1 5 : 
Would be careſul to preſerve thee!” 
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Cilon to every lovely bride 
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This being a ſubſect on ſuch impoctance 
do he mote 0e Oi the les, we are 
tempted to quote another very ſenſible 
Wriicr oi gur gun Country, as well adapt- 
ed to the prelent ſabied. Lpeaking Of 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


R. LUDOR AND BIS FAMILY TAKE 1:E SV & 
Or AI DELIGHTLEC: CTA. 
4 


CHEY SET our ton ros Dos 


THEY PROPOS! TO sb! DATE BAYS 


1 a . 
PREVIOUS TO THEIR GOING TC FRANCE 
AN AFFECTING STODnRY. CT TWO YOUNG 
LADIES; 


S ſoon as Mr. Tudor bad obtei 
leave, tnrotch the intereſt: of th 


truly worthy nebhieman the NMarauis of 


R. to rehgn his inilitary cis 
favour of Capt. S. he quittc: 
his {wect rcircat at Felix Cottage, accom— 
panied by Mrs. Puder and their young fa— 
mily, with an intention of pending a few 
weeks in London; previous to their ſet- 
ting out on their utended tour, 19 ine 
Contis eit. Mrs. Tudor, up en her arrival 
in town, wanted upon her amiable friend 
Mrs. Stately, wo ill retained for her 
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1 
that tender regard and elleem ſhe had 
always fy zcalouſly proſcfled. When 
ne was inlormed of Niri Pudor's inten- 
tions of villting the Comment, ſhe ear- 
nelly vitreatcd hor to write often to her, 


{i 


1 } 4 1 5 . 8 
as die lhould not only be very anxious, 


Ine Taid, to be informed of her health and 
ſafcty, but chuld with that Mrs T'. would 
be at the pains to {avour her now and 
then with her obſervations on the cuſtoms 
and manners of France; well knowing, 
ſie was pleaſed to fey, that her veracity 
was to be depended upon: for though, 
conunnucd Nirs. Stately, I have read many 
books of travels, I have realon to ſup— 
pole that ſome of theſe trovelitng writers, 
were never nearer to the Continent than 
in a two purotflairs room in Lowlon; and 
thoſe who really have travelled, ſeem in 
gencral to have been more attentive to 
their literary fame, than to the truth; my 
rcaſon for thinking ſo, has originated 
from the d:ilicrent accounts that rave been 
given by travelling authors of the fame 
places wiich they have, or .preiended to 


have, 


( 105 ) 
have, Viſited: and, beſides, it is not 
merely travelling through a country by 
which they can learn the manners and 
cultoms in uſe among the firſt claſs of 
people, unleſs they can be introduced 
into their ſociety, and partake of thoſe 
entertainments, which cannot be the lot of . 
but very few travellers. But as you will | 
have an opportunity from your connec- 


IN 
tions here, of being introduced into the al 
faſhionable circles, I do not doubt but 717 'd 
I ſhall receive great ſatisfaction from your a N 
account; and I am the more anxious to 1 7 
be informed of ſome particulars to which 1 a 
I am totally a ſtranger, having never been 1 1 5 
abroad: it is poſſible, however, that the 77 . 
account I ſhall receive from you will de- bid 1 
termine me to viſit Paris, elpecially if ij 
the Duchels of R. ſhould continue there © 
next winter, though it is reported that theo 5 
Duke is to return home, and the Farl of . 
R. appointed amballador in his ſtead. ly, 
Upon Mrs. Tudor having promiſed to WI. 
become a punctual correſponent, the two "TOR 19 
ladies moſt afluctonatcly embraced each wh ot 

You. II. P tber, 0 . 1 
hs 14 
An 


5 


„cher, when Mrs. T. reluctantly took her 
leave. On her return home, ſhe ac- 
quainted Mr. Tudor with the converla- 
tion which had paſſed between Mrs. Stately 
and herſelf; when Mr. T. declared he 
thought Mrs. S. had reaſon for the re— 
mark ſhe had made upon the generality 
of travelling writers; lor inſtance, ſaid 
ne, what dependance can any one have 
upon ſuch a writer as B. who in a letter 
lately written in Italian to one of his bro- 
chers, he calls England the Sink of Europe! 
It is, in the firſt place, rather a proof, if he 
expreſſed his real ſentiments that he could 
have had no other opportunity of know- 
ing the manners and cuſtoms in this coun- 
try but from what he had experienced in 
brothels or night cellars, but he knew it to 
be a falſehood which he has darcd to ad- 
vance, and is a proof of not only a mali- 
cious diſpoſition but of the blackeſt in- 
gratitude, as I am confident he has re- 
ceived many marks of friendſhip from 
very reſpettable characters, one of whom, 
am not miſtaken, ſaved him from 


being 


( 107 ) 

being in a very «ifagreeable ſituation, 
He likewiſe ſaid, thai Sunday in England 
was a moſt melancholy day; no recrea- 
tions allowed as in other countries (1:1 
that he ſpoke truth) and that during the 
time of Divine ſervice, there was alio 
planted ſpics, to liſten if any one ſwore, 
or behaved with indecorum. I preſume, 
ſaid Mr. T. that he alludes to the bcadles, 
who have orders to prevent beggars being 
in the ſtreets, during church time; but 
he exprefies much ſurprize at the great 
number of ſtrcet walkers, who parade, he 
ſays, up and down the flrects, many of 
whom are not above ten years old! Now 
every one mult know that this is very 
rarely the cale in England, and at beſt, a 
very infamous exaggeration. 

Another celebrated writer, continued 
Mr. T. becauſe he was ill, and out of 
humour with every thing and every body, 
during his travels through France, was 
often very unjuſt and illiberal in his re- 
marks, and once declarcd {though he was 
jcarccly able to travel, being in a dec 

1 decline. 
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decline, he, by his menaccs and angry 
looks ſo frightened a French nobleman 
that he, with the moſt perſett good breed- 
ing and condeſcenſion, aififted in tying 
on his baggage! © Now,” ſaid Mr. T. 
thoſe who arc acqueinted with the pride 
and haughtineſs of the French Nodleſs, 
muſt look uron this allcrtion as rather 
topping the tra eller upon us!“ At this 
inſtant, a violent rap at the door announc- 
cd the approach of jome viſitors, when in 
came two ladies, the cldeſt of whom was 
Mrs. P—n, a lady of a molt reſpectable 
charaQer, and {cr whom irs. Tudor had 
a very grcat regard; on her entering the 
rcom, M. s. T. ſoon perceived by her 
COUNtEnance and manner that ſhe laboured 
under ſome very gre: : affliction; the mo- 
ment ſhe was ſeated, ſth: burſt out in a 
torrent of icars! at which Mrs. Tudor 
ſtood mute with allonifiment! When 
the lady who accompanicd her, thus 85885 
ſilence! Ah! Madam, ſaid The, turning 
to Mrs. Tudor, the laſt time you 5 my 
poor friend, ihe was then happy and 


blehed 


(19 
ble ſſed in the alledions of two daughter 
whom {hc moſl tenderly loved ; but alas“ 


"i, 
the ſcene is ſadly changed, for fic is now " j 
the moſt miſerable of women! Tere the 2 
lady ſtopped, being unable to proceed Ly, 
for {obs and tears, which flowed dow: $14 
her cheeks in great abundance; For 80 . 
God's lake, madam, fail Mrs. Tudor, 72 f 
put me out of this painſul {ilpence; tel! if * | 
me what has been the matter. Ins aw u * 
thing happened to her daughters? has 115 


either of them cloped with any one? or 
what accident, tell me, I pray of you ? 
Neither one or the other; it is ſo bad. 
that you cannot form the lealt idea of it! 
At this, poor Mrs. P. was ncar faint. 
away! as ſoon as ihe was a little recovc; - 
ed, her companion with diſhculiy re- 
ſumed her diſcourſe, and informed Mr. 
and Mrs. Tudor, that the two Nils P-—'s 
were 11 confinement, where they wore 19 
remain, till they could ob! mn ti Kit 


i; 
1 * 


pardon, on conditionol bclg trantporicd. 
as they had been guilty of iolony ! ; 
Words cannot deſcribe heir amazemeni, 
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3nd the ſhock that both XIr. Tudor and 
his lady ſelt, on hearing this melancholy 
account, was fo ſevere. that, for ſome mi— 
niitcs they could only view cach other 
in ſilent forrow! At length Mrs. P. was 
requeſted to reœtire into the next room, 
whilt her companion explained the mat— 
rer! © With ſorrow I ſpcak it,“ ſaid The, 
the young ladics, the cldeſt of whom 
& js but ninetcen, has been detected in 
& ſcaling a quantity of very fine lace 
& which was found out by a piece of 
it hanging from the pocket-hole of the 
+ youngeſt: they were then both taken 
* into an inner room and made to turn 
& every thing out of their pockets, when 
„it was diſcovercd that both theſe 
& wretched girls had ſlolen ſome very 
valuable lace! The ſhop-kecper imme— 
& diately ſent fora conflable, and carried 
& them before a miagiſtrate, when theii 
„ mother was ſent for, wio requeited the 
+ juſtice upon hes knees that they might 
* not be committed to priſon; but her 
lied with, as 
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he was, he ſaid, obliged to couturm 16 
the duty of his office, although he cou 
{eſſed that he was never ſo ſhocked ny 
his life, as he then was, on bcholding 
two ſuch clegant young ladics in {6 
terrible a predicament! The pour 
mother offered two thouſand pounds 
bail! and ſome very reſpettable per 
ſons were ſent for, who anſwered tw 
bail them for any ſum, rather than they 
ſhould be ſent to Newgate ; therefore. 
all the favour that could be ſhewn was 
to have them {ecurcly guarded in a 
lock-up houſe till their tryal comes on! 
and,” continued the lady, * Mrs. P. ha; 
never quitted them; ſhe is permitted 
to be always with them, and would not 
now have been ablent from them, but 
to conſult with Mr. Tudor, whoſe ad. 
vice ſhe much wiſhed ſor in this un- 
fortunate aflair. Great intereſt is mak - 
ing to ſave them from an ignomintous 
death, and their fortunes, which is 
above two thouſand pounds apiccc, will 
be ſolcly applicd for that purpoſe, but 
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Cod oily knows,” ſaid the lady, © how 
„the matter will end.” Mr. T. adviſed 
te unhappy mother immediately to re— 
zain a counicllor, who he particularly re— 
commended to her, as a man of the very 
ürſt abilitics! The fec was three hun- 
dared pounds, and never were three hun— 
ured pounds better employed, for he ha- 
rancucd with great eloquence and with 
good effect ou the unhappy circumſtances 
ofthe two young ladies, who were, he ob- 
terved, in all other reſpetts free from 
every vice, and even blemiſh ; as nothing 
bad appeared againſt them that could in 
the leaſt tarniſh their reputation: ſome 
allowance, he ſaid, ſhould be made for 
their youth, and an over fondneſs for 
dreſs, by which they were hurried away 
to commit an action that threaicned con- 
{equences of the moſt terrible and diſ- 
graceful nature. However, the young 
ladies were ſo fortunate as to eſcape, and 
retircd to a convent in the ſouth of 
France. Though this was the only time 
tcy were dete“! . yet the Nhop-keeper de- 
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clared upon oath, that he had loſt a great 
quantity of lace many umecs before, and 
recollected that the ſame young ladies 
had been conitant frequenters of his ſhop, 
but as they were drefled with ſuch elc- 
gance, and had ſo much the appearance 
of ladies of rank and faſhion. he had not 
the moſt diſtant idea of their having com- 
mitted the theſt. This mclancholy {tory 
is well known at the weſl end of the me— 
tropolis, affords us another occaſion of 
making a few more comments on the. un- 


happy conſequences of negleciing the 


morals of youth! But previoufly, as it 
may be a matter of ſome ſurprize to the 
reader, that the mother of theſe unfortu- 
nate young ladies ſhould have made no 
cnquirics, as to the manner oi then being 
poſſeſſed of ſuch fine lace, as it ſeems 
they had ſtolen a quantity of very rich 
Brufſſcell's lace, before the fatal detection 
took place, it will be neceflary to diſco— 
ver the truth, by which it will plainly ap- 
pcar that one vice naturally leads to the 
commiton of another; for having been 
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indulged in faſhionable follies by the fonc 
mother, who, though ſhe poſſeſſed great 
goodnels of hcart, had but a mediocrity 
of underſtanding, permitted them, on 
their return from boarding-{chool, to be- 
come proficicnts in that rational and po- 
lite accompliſhment, called card playing, 
which, ina leſs ſoſt language, may be de— 
nominated gambling! The young ladies 
having a very handſome allowance for 
cloaths, had moncy to {port with; and 


whenever they had a good run of luck, 


their appcarance was proportionably br:l- 
liant; ſo that it, no doubt, gave the fond 
mother great plcaſure to find that her 
daughters by this high bred accompliſh- 
ment, could afford themſelves ſome ad- 
ditional clegancies, But when they loſt, 
which the moſt expcrt gamblers well know 
will ſomctimes be the caſe, why then, 
what muſt be done ? They did not dare 
tel! their mother, for fear of being prohi- 
bited from purſuing their favorite paſtime. 
There was then but one ether card to play, 
which was to commit a theft, to pay a 


debt 
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debt of honour ! and having often ſucceeded 
in this trafic of ſtcaling, in order to ſell 
the ſtolen goods wherewith they might 
procure the mcans of paying off their old 
ſcores, they became more bold, and of 
courſe more hardened, and lels cautious, 
or it might not have been found out fo 
ſoon, if at all. The fate of theſe poor 
unfortunate girls would have been ſevere 
indecd, if they had not had fortunes to 
have avatiicd themicives of every poſh- 
ble advantage during their trial. Now 
theſe young ladies had received the ad- 
vantage of what 1s called a fine Education! 
that is, they were brought up at one of 
the hrſt ſchools in England! They were 
inſtructed in every polite accompliſhment 
and all the {aſhionable needle-works. but 
n ſo ſuperficial a manner that they exce/lc4 
in nothing but dancing, which was, newt 
to cards, their favourite amuſement ; they 
generally ſpent the mornings in going 10 
auctions, viſiting and ſhopping! In de- 
lincaung the characters of thele unfortu— 
nate young women, we fear, we are like. 
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wiſe drawing a true picture of many more, 
whoſe educations have been ſimilar to 
thoſe victims of ignorance, folly and fa- 
ſhion ! 

Among the innumerable evils which 
ariſe in conſequence of the want of in- 
tegrity, and not adhcring ſtriciiy to truth, 
is that kind of deccption which is daily 
practiſed by lovers during courtſhip, 
which muſt ever prove the ſource of 
much unhappineſs in the married ſlate ; 
what infinite pains do the betrothed cou- 
ple take to deceive each other, as if they 
were laying a deep ſcheme deſignedly to 
render themſcives haticiul to cach other 
aſter marriage; which muſt ineviably 
prove to be the caſe, whenever cach 
party grow tired of keeping up the frromd 
character. In the caſe of this double de- 
ception, they indeed arc both very pro- 
perly puniſhed for their fallchood ! But 
it is far different where only one of them 
is the ſufferer. No man or woman can 
thoroughly judge of the 1cal temper and 
diſpoſition of the other during courtihip, 


when 
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when they are upon their guard to con- 
due themſelves with ſuch nice caution 
that cach takes the other for an angel! 
The concealing likewiſe of natural de- 
ſetts have often cauſcd diiguit, and the 
moſt rank hatred! whereas, if the truth 
had been candidly acknowledged, it 15 
poſſible the mind thus prepared might be 
ſo happily opcrated upon by an honeſt 
confeſſion of the truth, as to be rendered 
perfectly reconciled to a matter which 
otherwiſe, from diſappointment, vexation, 
and impoſition, might have terminate un- 
happily for both! 

We knew an inſtance, not many years 
ago, of a gentleman being in love with 
a very pretty, modeſt woman who had a 
wooden leg, having ſuffered amputation 
irom having broken that limb by a fall 
from her horſc ; ſhe contrived it fo well 
that no one, except thoſe who were ac- 
quainted with the accident, could pol- 
bly perceive that ſhe had an artificial 
leg, the foot of which was made to rc- 
ſemble ſo completely the other, that it 
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was impoſuble to thing it was not natural. 
The wy Jixct ior th ir nuptials; the 
friends of the young lady cautioufly con- 
cc: bie matter fro: the knowledge of 
the lovin, a man of very large fortune, as 
they wee ivar;nl il to became acquainted 
with the circuneſta ce, that it would break 


oll che match! But the young lady 


prova herſell JAS 8004 45 line Was idlls 


and potlicited a mind above being guilty 
of wean diſhmulaiin; and as the fin- 


ccrely loved hin, was feartul of incur— 


ring his diſpleaſure; ſhe therefore openly 


told him the truth. The gentleman ſcem— 
ed at firſt a little furprized, as he could 
ſcarcely beheve it poſhble that ſhe could 
have fo well conccaled her having an ar— 
:ihcial leg; but he was ſo ſar from being 
difgulted, that his cicem for her Was ra- 
ther increaſed by tis mark of her can- 
dour and good fonfe, for which he had 
the noble generonty of foul to recom: 


DERCC her unmectiatcly Nano NCT his 


bride, and was ever after a moſt aflectio- 


nate huſband. Wat might have been 
the 


10 


the conloquence of a contrary conduct in 
the lady may be well conccived by the fol- 
lowins fact, which bappenca but a twelve 
month ago; this, indecd, dick 
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to conceive; as well as the incxprefiible 
mortification of the young lady, upon 
being thus publicly expoſed, behdes the 
loſs of her lover, whoſe love and admi. 
ration was inſtantly ſucceeded by con- 
t-mpt and diſguſt! Thus was this filly 
young woman deſervedly puniſhed for 
her unpardonable folly and attempt to 
deceive a man to whom ſhe was quit go- 
ing to be ſolemnly united! But what 
muſt have bcen the conſequence if ſhe 
had carried on this eartifice, cheat and 
wicked decepiion to the Altar. Whilſt wo- 
men ſport falſe ms, let them not com- 


: plain ol men poſſciling falſe hearts ! 


Therefore we wiſh to guard young ladics 
from cndcavouring to impoſe on the man 
whom they wiſh to marry, if they expect 
even a ſingle day's happinel: ! That every 
woman may have the ambition to ſet her- 
ſelf off to the belt advantage is all fair 
and natural; but chen, the intended hul- 
band ought to be the laſt man upon carth, 
from whom the J-aft degree of art ought 
to be concealed! A cancid avoval, 


CYINCES 


(204-3 
-vinces a mind free from falſchood, which 


is a beauty far ſuperior to the molt lovely 
exterior of nature. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


AUR. AND MRS. TUDOR LEAVE ENCLANPD, 
WITH AN INTENTION OF RESIDING 
EITHER IN FRANCE OR ITALY. MRS, 
TUDOR WRITES TO HER FRIEND MRs, 


STATELY FROM CALAIS. 
M* Tudor having ſettled his affairs, 

quitted London, and ſet out on 
his intended tour to the Continent, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Tudor and his three 


daughters. As he travelled with his own 
horſes, they did not get to Dover till the 


third day; and the next they croſſed the 
& Invidious ſtraight,” and arrived at Ca- 
lais to dinner, from which place Mrs. Tu- 
dor wrote to her friend Mrs. Stately the 
following epiſtle.— 5 
Yor, II. R Calais, 
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C:.Liats, Auguſt 10. 


MY DEAR MADAM, 

I HAVE now taken up my pen in 
obedience to your kind injunctions, to 
inform you of our ſaſe arrival at this 
place; alter a delighttul paliage of ſeven 
hours, vc got to the Silver Lion, where 
we had a molt excellent dinner, and are 
now preparing to go to the Comedy, 
which is cxpetted to be much crowded to 
{ve the new actrels, Mademorfelle Ciai on, a 
caſt off miſtreſs of the Prince of Cox px. 
As the packet docs not return to Dover 
till to-morrow morning, I will not ſiniſh 
my letter till after our return from the 
play, as I may poſſibly have fomething 
to add to my cpiſtle, which otherwiſe I 
fear would be dull and hd. I now ſhall 
reſume my pen, though it is very late 
end I am much fatigued, as the Comedy 
was not over till half paſt ten. The 
houſe was uncommonly crowded, and 
the reiterated plaudits of the audience 
have fo flunned me, that I do not think 
| ſhall very foon recover the ſhock my 
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ears have ſuſtained; Duke Fitz James's 
regiment being quartered here, all the 
oumncers mere there; the orcheſtra being 
aſſiliod by the wvltary band, added 
greatly 16 the entertaimnent, particularly 
the Fiench horns, which were the moſt 
melo on, I ever heard! one cannot lay 
too much in praiſe of Mod-omorfelle Clarrion; 
her ligure is noble, her face remarkably 
beautiſul, her hair a fine auburn, with 
eyes that caſt ſuch a radiance, that it 1s 
no wonder ſhe captivates all the men! and 
upon the whole, ſhe has more the look of 
a woman of faſhion, than any I ever yet 


ſaw on a French Theatre. In general, 


the French actreſſes poſſeſs to an extreme, 
the vivacity, or rather levity, peculiar to 
their own nation, and ſeldom expreſs 
much iceling in their molt tender ſcenes; 
but Clairion, au contrarre, ſeems as if ſhe 
had taken our inimitable Cibber for her 
model, and the plaintive tone of her 
voice is not unlike that charming attrels. 
But Clairion's pathetic manner of atting, 
ſo uncommon in a French attreſs, is moſt 
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probably owing to the preſent ſtate of het 
mind, as ſhe no doubt muſt ſcel greatly 
mortificd at having loſt the affection and 
patronage of ſuch a man as the Prince of 
Condé! The favourite air of Ce que je dis, 
ſhe ſung divincly, and it was finely ac- 
companicd by the flutcs and clarionets. 
I could dwell for ever with delcribing 
the charms of this faſcinating comedian, 
but am ſummoned to ſupper by Mr. Tu- 
dor, who unites with me in every ſincere 
wiſh for your hcalth and happineſs. Be- 
lieve me, dezr Madam, 


Aﬀectionately yours, &c. 


P. S. I will write again from Paris, but 
as we travel with our own horſes, we do 
not expect to get there theſe ten days. 


Mr. Tudor then put his two eldeſt daugh. 
ters in the Benedictine Convent, under 
the care and protection of that truly pious 
woman, Mrs. Grey, the Lady Abbeſs, 
where he propoſed they ſhould remain till 
they were perſected in the French lan- 


guage 


6123) 


guage and other accompliſhments taught 
at that exccllent ichool. On Mr. and 
Mrs. Tudor's arrival at Paris, Mrs. Tudor 


wrote the following letter to her amiable 
friend, Mrs. Stately. 


Paris, Sept. 5. 


MY DEAR MADAM, 


I HOPE you reccived the letter 
I had the honour to write to you from 
Calais. We did not arrive here till yel- 
terday. You will not think we have hur- 
ried much, to be all this time in travel- 
ling only ſeventy-five leagues; but the 
truth 1s, Mr. Tudor being a man of ob- 
ſervation, he will not paſs through any 
principal town or even village, without 
ſeeing all the curioſities it affords : be- 
ſides, he is very careful not to over fa- 
tigue his horſes by long journies. We 
ſtaid two days at St. Omer's, and ſpent 
moſt of our time in the cathedral, which 


is truly a very magnificent ſtructure, and 


where we enjoyed the ſound of the fineſt 
toned organ in Europe, It had ſuch an 
effect 
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eſſect upon me, that I am confident, to 
thoſe who love muſic as we do, its har- 
monious powers are ſufficient to raiſe to 
devotion cven the foul of an atheiſt! 
As you well know, my dcar Madam, that 
I am an enthufiaſt in every thing which 
forcibly Alirikes my imagination, you will 
of courſe, make fome allowances for my 
delcriptions being highly coloured! 1] 
wiſh moſt ftincercly upon ſome occaſions, 
that I poſicfied that kind of apathy which 
is the happy lot of ſome who can pals 
quictly threugh life, without being ſuſ— 
ccpuble of eicher pleaſure or pain! at 
leaſt, I wiſh to heaven, it had been my 
caſe, when on the road near this city, we 
were witneſs to ſuch a melancholy ſcene, 
as would have {truck with ſome degree of 
horror, the moſt obduratc heart! Believe 
me, I do not in the leaſt exaggerate the 
condition in which we ſaw an hundred 
poor miſerable wretches linked together 
by a long chain, bare headed, almoſt 
naked, anda halt famiihed, driven by their 
rruel drivers like fo many cattle, and 


were 


1 

were to remain in that horr:d flate till 
they arrived at the gallics! for during 
their long journey they arc never un- 
linked, either to take any reſt or to re— 
heve the neceſſities of nature, but are 
obliged to ſtay in open air, let the wea— 
ther be what it may during the time that 
their hard hearted drivers arc refreſhing 
themlelves at a public houſe ; I ſaw ſome 
of thaſe miſerable objects with their feet 
ſtreaming with blood, owing to the fleſh 
being torn oft by the flint ſtones on the 
road. As tney had travelled a great way, 
bu: few of them had even the appearance 
of ſhoes! their piteous looks made io 
deep an impreſſion both on me and Mr. 
Tudor, that it has greatly diminiſhed the 
pleaſure we otherwiſe ſhould have re— 
ccived in travelling through this delight- 
ful country, which God has bleſſed, but 
which man has curſed, by exerciſing ſuch 
crucltics as the moſt barbarous nations 
would ſhuader at, and are never guilty 
of but towards their moſt inveterate enc- 
mies. Neverthelels, this is reckoned the 

| moſt 
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moſt polite country upon the habitable 
globe, and the ſtandard of TasTz and 
FASHION throughout Europe! but I find 
myſelf running headlong into my uſual 
error of moralizing, inſtead of amuling 
you with the novclues which this city af- 
tords, and to which, as you have never 
vilited the Continent, you are an entire 
ſtranger. The cuſtoms and manners arc 
ſo very different from what they are with 
us, that what a polite Frenchman looks 
upon as a civility, we arc ſo uncouth as 
to think very rude and diſagreeable. 
Now, my dcar Madam, I muſt inform 
you, that we had not upon our arrival 
been but half an hour at our hotel, be- 
fore a ſervant was ſent by Prince L. 
Biſhop of S. to know how much thc 
Engliſh Gentleman would take for his 
horſes? Mr. Tudor, who did not quite 
underſtand that this was a very great 
compliment, that his horſes ſhould bc 
worth the notice ot a Prince, and being 
likewiſe rather of an irritable temper, felt 
it as a kind of inſult. and ſent word back 


CE 
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to his Hichpeſs, that he was no jockey, 
and dia deal in horſes, au brought 
them oer » his Own conventunce, with- 
out the ann intention of porting wih 
them. One would have thanght that tus 
repiy weuld have been |. dient, but no 
ſuch thing; a ſecond un te as ſent by 
his Hi-b ole, dur g iv Hon the Price 
of the coach-horles, that he was willing 
to give vhatever the Englih Gentleman 
eſtimatad them at. as his Ilighneſs was in 
want of ſuch a pair for his cabriolet. At 
this, Mi. Tudor loſt all patience, and 
returned for anſwer, that he was an Eng- 
liſh Officer and a Gendeman, and did 
not intend to part with his horſes, and 
begged that he might not be troubled 
again upon that fubject. The Prince took 
the hint, apd finding that the Gentleman 
was an Officer, for no man, let his rank 
be what it may, is held in ihe leaſt degrec 
as a Gentleman in France, who is not a 
military man, ſent an apology, which 
ſufficiently ſatisfied Mr. Tudor, who. had 
deen a little di\ſcompoſed at the idea 
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(139-3 
ot being thought a dealer in horle-fleſh : 
however, many people of very good 
condition, make a great deal of money, 
by going to England and bringing over 
Engliſh horſcs for ſalc, 

This grand point being ſettled, Mr. T. 
went to the Hotel de Bourbon, to pay his 
reſpects to Lord R. who was uſt ap- 
pointed Amballador to the Court of 
France. In the evening we went to the 
Boulvards, the diverfions of which you 
have ſo often heard deſcribed, that I will 
not enlarge upon the ſubject. Suffice it 
to lay, that the crowd was ſo immenſe. 
that we could neither ride or walk; the 
coaches of the nobility drive ſlowly back- 
wards and forwards for at leaſt three 
hours, many of whom ſtop at the booths 
to refreſh themſelves with ſherbet, ice. 
cakes, &c. and in every booth there 1s 
either atting, {inging, or dancing, beſides 
every kind of buffoonery, and it is fo 


contrived. that the paſſengers can view 
the actors as they pals by, which is the 
reaſon of tuch vaſt crowds being aſſem— 
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( 131 
blech at that place: but as the people vi 
diſtinction ſeldom go till after ſupper. be- 


tween cleven and twelve at night, they 


are not much annoye( by the lower claſs. 
To morrow we ſhall fet off for St. Ger- 
mains en Laye, when we propoſe to viſit 
the royal palaces of Verlailles, Marli, 
and Trianon, the latter from the deſcrip— 
tion given us, may be rather ſtyled a 
royal cottage, in which it ſcems, the King 
takes more delight than in any of his other 
palaces, for it is there that he can unbend 


himſelf and throw aſide, for a while, that 


heavy load of greatneſs, ſtate, and cere- 
mony, which can afford no folid happi— 
neſs. At Trianon he allows himſelf the 
pleaſure of converſing familiarly with his 
attendants, makes his own little ſoup tor 
which he gathers the herbs, prepares his 
lallad, and enters quite into the ſpirit of 
private life, and therefore has a taſte oi 
that kind of enjoyment to which Princes 
in general arc utter ſtrangers. Domeſtic 
comforts they ſeldom are àcquainted with; 
ſtate marriages but ſeldom yield that feli. 
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( 132 ) 
city which is the happy lot of thoſe in 
private life, and ſuch, my Jcar adam, 
as I happily experience by my own lire 
fide. Adu, „ moſt annable friend, 
ſor the ,1clont. and when vo arc fxed to 
any one point of the compass, T will have 
the pleaſure of informing you ; in the 
mean ume. 
I have the honcur to be, &c. &. 


THIRD LETTER TO THE SAME. 


ST. GERMAINS EN LAYE, 


A THOUSAND thanks, wy dcar 
Madam, for your very kind letter, which 
afforded me a moſt uncere pleefure, as it 
informed me of your having recovered 
your uſual health and ſpirits; the charac- 


ter vou gave me of Sir F „leaves me 


no room to doubt but be will prove him— 
ſelf woriny of the honour yon intend 
him. I hope he will make you as happy 
as vou deſerve to be, and as I moit fin- 
cercly win, and atone for the neglect 
with which you have bcen treated by 

him. 
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lum, from whom Providence has lo bap- 
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tenttons were to go to the South of 
Frence, and then to Heer our courſe 
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have taken a very hand ion boule read v 


ſurniſneg, with a large garden well flocked 
with che chorcelt fruit, and moit delicht- 
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markably dear. A brace of partridges 
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Khich we had ior our ſupper lail night, 
COit tifioen ſous, that is avout ieven Pence 
ballpenay Englith! I have juſt aired a 
Very geimec] {orvant girl, who underſtands 
cookery as well as ſome of our profeited 
cooks, and I give her no more than three 
Zumcas e vear. The town is well built, 
and ſituated cloſc to the foreit where the 


| ing 


— 


— — - "ow, 


7 
— 


W $ 
—— 


— 
2 
. 


ple! 
„.. 
e 
Na 
: WM, þ 4 
We 1: 
F1 ; bi 
08% 34.1 
| | - . 
1 | 


— 


72 
—— 
5 


( 134 ) 
King frequently hunts: there are alſo a 
garcat many magnilicent {cats cloſe to the 
town, belonging to the hrſt nobility, and 
a groat number of {ine walks and avenucs, 
which, during % ble farfon, are crowded 
by people of all ranks, particularly on a 
Sunday. After fix o'clock church ſervice 
being over, you will tind all the walks and 


plots of grown among the trees covered 


with little detached parties, dreiled in their 


» is a - 
24 » 


gave apparel, ſome playing at cards, 


others with muſical inſtruments, finging, 


* 


"7.4 


dancing, &c. Among thelſc little groups 
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vou will not be able to difcover the leaſt 
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diſcontent, though ſome have ſcarce 
bread to cat; all their little carnings be- 
ing laid out on their back: but all is 
cheerlulneſs, all ſeem to enjoy life, 
though there are no reſteſhments of wine 


2 0 2 
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or other liquors as in England, as they 
never drink in France but at their meals, 
there is ſcarcely ſuch a thing to be ſeen 
as 2 drunken man, and as for a woman 
getting drunk, 1 don't believe it ever 
happens at all; no, not even among the 

marine 
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marine ladics it would be much more tor 
the credit of our own nation, 1{ woe were 
to copy them in ius relpect, infa of 
z mitating their follies, which we {a eva 


18 
2 


gerate, that we become in many relpzats 


the ſubject of their pleaſantry. There 
is a very agreeable ſocicty of Scotch. 
Ir:th, and Englith here, who have apart- 
ments in the old Chatcau, formerly the 
reiidence of our unfortunate King james, 
where I had the happincls to find out 
Miſs D n, (fifler to Lord D.) who 
ſhews us upon all occaſions, the molt 
marked attention. We have had the ho- 
nour through this Lady, of being intro- 
duced to the Countels de la M k, one 
of the higheſt bred and muſt accom- 
pliſhed Ladics in France. She lives at a 
{mall diſtance from the town, at an ele 
gant villa called Val, which was given 
her as a reſidence during her life, by the 
late Dauphin, who highly rupected her. 
She has very politely given us a genera] 
invitation to her petits foupers, where we 
found at one we were at a ſew nights fince, 
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many perſons of the Eighe“ ran, among 
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whom were the Prince an! Princels 4. 
; f 21 ru 
Beauvits, wuo arc there on a Viit. Ihe 


, 4 oY 20 ! 5% * 1 , TY Oy ”y 
Countcls has had the goouncis to take me 
and Nr. Tudor in her couch accomps- 
! 


vicd by her brother, the Duke d 
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to the Duke de J. to whom f!1- is 
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nearly related, when we wire introduced 
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fo prieſl zidden, as to have been guilty of 


ſich 2 weakneſs as is fc arcely credible. 
What will you think, when I tcil you as 
a rcal ſacl, that this poor credugus Lady 
writes letters to the Vir-in Mary? The 
Conſcſlur of te Duchels, you may be 
aſſurcd is te a nanuenhs employed Ly 
the Virbin 14 this bulincſs, and who ex- 
pre! s, i her name, grcat (atislaction 
at harin z recoivett the donation.of two 


„three hunthed lis res. to be dir butec 
0 tar ce nunc. 114283 Obe GIHITiDUCU 
for ber take tothe Or; and as charity 
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them tat ane can aHord to purchalc A1 


1 

1» ealy a rate their abſolution, let them 
be guilty of the moſt atrocious deeds. 
This is a fact which you may depend 
upon, as we were told it by Monſicur NMI. 
the Duke's private Secretary, who, al- 
though he was bred a Catholic, poſſeſſes 
too much ſenſe to {ſwallow tranſubſtanti- 
ation. Having met with an Iriſh Abbe . 
at Madam de la M's. who ſeemed to be a 1 
very ſenſible man, Mr. Tudor invited him Ine 
to dine with him: he eagerly accepted of | 
the invitation, well knowing that a good | 
Engliſh dinner was no bad thing; behdes I 
he had been previouſly told that there " 
would be a large firloin of beck for the ; 
entree, which was a treat ſeldom to be met 14% 
with in France. After having dined well 
upon that and ſome other dilhes drefled 10 
a-la-mode Angloiſe, he began to exprels him- 5 
{elf to this effett: that he felt much con- 
cerned that ſuch a generous, good-na- 
tured, and holpitable man, ſhould be 
d n'd to all eternity! and aviled him 
to loſe no time, but immediatcly turn 
Catholic, if he had any regard for his 
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( 138 J 
own ſoul! Mr. T. inſtcad of following 
his advice, followed him inſtantly to the 
ſtreet door, which he delired the prieſt 
never to enter at again; this was no {mall 
mortification to Monſicur Abbe, who did 
not much rcliſh being deprived of the 
good cheer of which he hopcd he ſhould 
often partake, though in the company of 
Heretics! Now aftcr all has been ſaid, it 
theſe prieſts ſtedſaſtly believed the reli— 
gion they themſelves profeſſed, and were 
in reality, what they endeavour to ap- 
pcar, virtuous and good men, one would 
honour them and even make juſt allow- 
ances for the errors and prejudices of 
education; but the truth is, the bulk of 
theſe men under the cloak of religion, 
are guilty of the moſt abominable prac- 
tices, and of ſeducing more young wo- 
men both in and out of the convents than 
the greateſt lay libertines! the confeſling of 
young girls has been frequently found big 
with miſchief; a terrible inſtance of which 
I will not omit to relate, which we heard 


from 
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from the mouth of a perſon of well known 
integrity.— 

A gentleman travelling into Dauphine, 
put up about ſun-ſ[ct at a very plcaſant 
village; having ſeen that his horſe was 
taken good care of, he ordercd his ſup- 
per at nine o'clock, ſaying he propoſed 
to walk till it was ready. Akter ſaunter- 
ing about the village for an hour, he 
eſpied at a little diſtance, a fine old mo- 
naſtery, towards which he diredted his 
ſteps, and perceiving the gates open he 
walked in, and after ſatisfying his curio- 
lity, he ſat himſelf down being rather 
fatigued, in one of the private receſſes 
of the chapel, where he fell faſt aſleep; 
at length he awoke, when he found to his 
great aſtoniſhment, that he was in total 
darkneſs! he knew that the gates mult 
have been ſhut during his nap, and 
thought if he called to be let out, he 
might bring himſelf into trouble, he, 
therefore, determined to fit contentedly 
till the morning, when he was ſure the 


cates would be opencd at an carly hour. 
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( 140 } 
The only thing he lamented was, the lots 
of his ſupper, being cxceedingly hungry. 
However, about midnight, he was much 
alarmed to ſce two folding doors thrown 
open and a couple of monks enter, each 
of them ſupporting a woman who was 
bundfolded, and who held a wax taper in 
cach hand! they walked very flow with 
great folemnity, without ſpeaking one 
word! The traveller was in the utmoſt 
conſternation, and much irightencd leaf 


he ſhould be diſcovered, but luckily for 


him, they walked to the oppoſite fide, and 


then took the tapers out of the woman's 
hands and ſet them on the ground. They 
then took up a ſtone, the ſize of a com- 
mon tomb-ſtonc, and ſet it up againſt the 
wall; he then obſcrved that the woman 
ſunk gradually down till he loſt fight of 
her; during this ſcene, the moſt profound 
ſilence was obſerved. The traveller could 
not perceive whether ſhe was deſcending 
into a vault, or in what poſition ſhe was 
in, but he ſaw the monks lay down the 
ſtone from whence they had taken it, and 
then 


( 141 } 
then marched away with a quicker pace 
than when they entered, ſhutting the 
doors aftcr them, and leaving the gentle— 
man half dead with fear! As it is no un— 
common thing in France to bury nuns alive, 
who have ſwerved from their vows of chal. 
tity, he imagined that this young woman 
was doing penance, or was to be ſlarved 
to death for ſome crime in a dungeon un- 
der-ground, the very thought of which 
chilled him to the heart, and raiſcd in his 
mind ſuch horrible ideas, that he thought 
he ſhould not have been able to have ſup— 
ported himſelf till morning! but being in 
the middle of ſummer, daylight ſoon ap— 
peared, and in a ſhort time after he heard 
to his great joy, the gates ſet open, upon 
which, he took an opportunity of ſteal- 
ing off unperceived. As ſoon as his land. 
lord ſaw him enter the inn, he ran up to 
him with expreſſions of joy to ſce him ſafe 
returned, as the whole family were much 
alarmed leſt any accident ſhould have be- 
fallen him! The Gentleman then told his 
hoſt that he had fallen aſleep in the 
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church of the monaitcry, but did noi 
chooſe to difcover, at that time, the hor- 
id ſcene to which he had been a ſpctta- 
tor. But the Ia: Mord upon hearing the 
Gentleman name the monaſtery, wept bit- 
terly, and upon being interrogated by the 
Gentleman as to the cauſe of his being fo 
much affected, hc told him that he never 
could think of that place, or kear it 


named, without bringing to his mind his 


dear child, who uſed to go there con- 
ſtantly to confaſſion, but that the laſt 
time ſhe went there was, he ſaid, the laſt 
time he ever ſaw her; he then cricd and 
ichbed again moſt grievouſly, making 
the hearts ach of all his kearers, for by 
this time all the houſehold were aſſembled 
around him! The Gentleman ſtill thought 
it but judicious to keep all that he had 
witneſſed ſecret, till he could meet with 
a proper per ſon to whom he could ſaſely 
divulge it, and only aſked the landlord 
what enquiries he had made at the mo- 
nallery, concerning his daughter? He 
anſwered, that he went there himſelf, and 


found 


55 


und many of the monks vho had ſcen 
ner enter, when ſhe went to confeſſion, 
but none of them recollected ſeeing her go 
out ! that he fent different pole in nn? 
of her {or many leagues round, but could 
hear no tidings of her, and he ſuppoſed, 
as many others did, that he muſt have 
either fallen into the river, or that he had 1 0 
been taken away by a banditti that had for "I, 
lome time infeſted that part of the coun- | | 
try. The traveller then ordered his break - 
{alt which he had no ſooner finiſhed, than 
he walked into the village making en- 
guiry who was the principal people of | 
that diſtrict? And having obtaincd the 
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! 
neceſlary inſtruftions, he went to the Jug ' 
de pays, who was a very ſenſible man, to 4. 1 | 
whom he related the whole affair, de- 1 
manding his aſſiſtance in finding out thus 75 x 
horrid myſtery, that it might be brought 15 | | 
to light! The judge told him, after hav- (ns 
ing liſtened with aſtoniſhment to his tory | N 
that it ſeemed to him to be a very ſerious, Pl + 
but a delicate allair, and muſt be conh- 10 4d 
dered with the utmoſt caution. as it might : | 
be * 
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( 144 } 
be of fatal conſequence, the giving of- 
fence to the holy brothcrhood, and would 
draw Cown upon them the vengeance of 
ihe biſhop himſelf, who was a very rigid 
man, unleſs the fact could be fully proved, 
for any cnquiries, which could tend to 
caſt the lealit degree of reſlection on thoſe 
holy men, might be attended with the molt 
icrious conſequences; but he would very 
willingly go along with him to the Mar- 
quis de V n, who lived about a Icaguc 
olf, as he was a very humane man, and 
greatly eſtecmed at Court, and if he 
found that nobleman was not averſe to 
alſiſting them, in ſcarching to the bottom, 
this very extraordinary matter, he would 
moſt willingly perform his own duty, as 
Juge de pays. They then ſet out immedi— 
ately on a vilit to the Marquis, who 
reccived them with great politeneſs and 
atability; and after hearing the particulars 
of this horrid affair, he conlented to go 
with them to the inn, and hear from the 
landlord himſelſ, the account concerning 
his loſt daughter, The Marquis then ad- 


viied 


$$ WP 


viſed tlic landlord to accompany them to 
the monaſtery, where they would enquire 
tor the ſupcrior, and relate to him what 
the landlord had ſaid (but ſtill keeping the 
landlord in the dark, as to the tranſattion, 
to which the traveller was an eye witneſs.) 
When they arrived at the monaſtery, the 
Marquis deſired to ſpcak with the prior, 
alone, who conduaed him into his own 
apartment, where the Marquis informed 
him of every thing that he had heard; when 
the prior immediately gave orders for the 
Judge. traveller and landlord, to be called 
in, when cach party underwent a ftritt 
examination, and the unhappy landlord 
was left no longer in doubt about the 
fate of his loſt daughter! The prior, who 
was really a worthy charaQter, expreſſed 
an equal indignation and aſtoniſhment at 
what he heard, and ordered immediately 
the tocſin® to be rung. This order cauſed 
great ſurprize among the holy fathers, as 
that bell was never rung, but to call the 


* Alarm bell. 
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monks together, in caſe of firc, or other 
very extraordinary occ. lions, When they 
aſſembled, they were all adjournes 1 the 
prior, in that part of the monaſtery. were 
he was wmlormed te t aveller had ſeen 
the laſt of the yours woman! He then 
ordered all the doors and gates to be ſhut, 
that no flrangers might come in or any of 
the monks go out! The conſtern tion 
theſe preparations caufcd, was viſivle in 
the countenance of cvery one. as they 
could not but know that it was done with 
intention to develope ſome dark myltery! 
The two who were guilty, could not but 
fee] deeply ftruck at the idea of the atro- 
cious deed they had juſt committcau, but 
being well aſſured no one was privy to it 
and not having the moſt diffant thought 
of what was really the ſact, they imagined 
no one but God alone was witneſs to their 
villainy! But I cannot, my dear Madam, 
refrain from cxprefiing my fentimcats, 
being firmly of opinion, that it was not 
accident, but the avcnging hand of an of- 
ended Deity, which ſo ordained it, that 

It 
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it thould be diſcovered in the manner it 
was! The prior, then harrangued the 
aſtoniſhed monks, and related to them all 
that he had heard, and then bid the tra- 
veller repcat to them what he had ſaid 
and what he had ſcen. He then ordered 
the grave-digger to be called, and bring 
with him his pick-ax, telling him to exa— 
mine well, to find out the {tone that had 
been newly taken up and put down again; 
this, the grave-digoer found to be no dil. 
ficult taſk, and as ſoon as he had taken it 


up, the aſtonihment and contuſion of the 


monks is beyond the powers of language to 
deſcribe! The girl was Lound dead, lying 
flat upon her face! But who can attempt 
to paint the-miſery of the wretched father? 
„ Oh my child! my child!” isall he was able 
to utter; when he inſtautly fainted away! 
Here let humanity weep! The hiſhop 
was made acquainted with the affair; and 
the villainous monks were only cxcom- 
municated and bamthed for an offence for 
which they ouglit to have been hanged or 
rather ſuffered the torture! a pumiſhment 
U 2 which 
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( 148 ) 
which criminals ſuffer for offences even 
of a trivial nature, when comparcd with 
this. But bccaule theſc were of a Religi- 
ous order they were ſuffered to eſcape the 
being brought as a public example, leſt it 
might prejudice the minds of the ignorant 
who are taught to believe that they are 
infinitcly ſuperior to the reſt of mankind, 
and poſſeſs the power of remiſſion or ab- 
ſolution of ſins. The letting theſe wretchcs 
eſcape puniſhment might, for the above 
reaſon, be politic, but certainly it was not 
Juſt, as their crime was of the deepeſt 
dye, not only with reſpett to their bruta- 
lity and unparallcled cruelty, but as hypo- 
crites, who darcd to inſult the SurrxtME 
Brixc, pretending to be authorized by 
HIM, to do whatcver their wicked inclina- 
tions prompted them to! The poor girl, it 
ſeems, was kept there by the two villains 
who debauched her; and ſhe proving with 
child, they were fearful of the conſe— 
quences, if they let her go; thercfore 
thought that their diabolical proccedings 

| Vould 
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would ncver be found out, if they put an 
end to her exiſtence. 

Now, madam, you may think it ſtrange 
that this unfortunate girl ſhould have no 
ſuſpicion of the harm that was intended 
her, when they bound a cloth over her 
cyes, and led her at night, in che manner 
above-mentioned? but the truth is, the 
lower claſs of people in France, are the 
moſt bigotted, ſuperſtitious fanatics, un- 
der the {un (the S, auiards excepted) and 
ignorant to an extreme, being taught only 
to implicitly obey the mandates of their 
prieſts, particularly their conſeſſors, in 
whoſe power they really believe it is to 
ſave their fouls! No wonder, therefore, 
the above poor girl, who knew no crea- 
ture, perhaps, in the monaſtry, but the 
two villains who had her faſt in their 
clutches, ſhould be led to do whatever 
they bade her; belides, it is very proba- 
ble that they had promiſed that ſhe ſhould 
have her liberty, after having undergone 
ſome penance they had cojoined her, in 
order to abſolve her from her ſins, The 
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gr, moſt certainly, could have had no idea 
of being put to death, or ſhe could by he: 
cries, have alarmed the whole convent. 
and being blind- folded, had no idea of 
what ſhe was going to ſuffer; and the 
pavement was dropped upon her too 
ſuddenly, to allow her the power of 
ſcreaming. In cloling this fad ſcenc, I 
will allo conclude my unconſcionable 
letter, which mult have greatly wounded 
your feelings, as well as wearied your 
paticnce; but as you deſire me to ſend 
you intelligence of every kind, the 
blame, my dcar madam, muſt fall upon 
yourſelf, if, in obedience to your com- 
mands, I ſometimes wander into pro- 
lixity. Believe me, 


Wich the moſt perſect eſteem, 
Your's, truly, 


Sc. Sc. 


YOURT 17 
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FOURTH LETTER TO THE SAME, : 
Paris. 
YOU will ſay, my dear Ma- 
am, that inſtead of ſending you news to 
Contribute to your amulement, I only ſeek 
ſor tales of wor to wound your ſeclings; 
for which rcalon I had almoſt come to a 
rclolution to have lupprelled the ſollow- 
ing fact, for which the wreiches who com- 
mitted it, have julily ſuffered the torture. 
Horrid to relate; the crime was, lelling 
pies made of human iſh! It ſcems they 
ftole little children whenever they had 
an opportunity; but that not furmſhing 
them ſufficiently to anlwer their inſernal 
purpoſe, they plundered the graves of 
thoſe who had been newly buried, and 
then pickled the lleſh! It was found out 

by accident in the following manner.— 

A woman having bought fome of theſe 
ples, which, for the better concealment, 
were rendered palatable by very high ſea— 
loning, put part of one into a cloſet, 
which, in a couple of days, ſhe found to 
her great aſtoniſhment, covered with 1n- 
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ſects reſembling lice! But concluding it 
to be fly-blown, ſhe : wew it away with- 
out thinking any mote of the matter: ſhe, 
however, ſoon purchaſcd another, which 
ihe found very good whilſt hot, and hav- 
ing put by a piece of it as before, ſhe diſ- 
covered the next day a number of the 
ſame kind of inſ{ct, when ſhe ſhewed it to 
a neighbour, who, on cxamining it, found 
they reſembled in all reſpeas white lice. 
The neighbour alſo purchaſed one, and 
kept it for a few days when there ap- 
peared the ſame kind of vermin. It was 
then ſhewn to one of the faculty who 
declared that the creatures which were 
bred in the pye, were neither more or 
leſs than lice, ſuch as are bred in the 
human body ; as there were no bones in 
the pyc, they were at a loſs to know of 
what fort of fleſh it was made, which 
determined them to go to the ſhop 
where they had been purchaſed, and ex- 
amine the maſter, as it was ſuſpected to 
be the fleſh of cats. They accordingly 
taxed the paſtry-cook with it, who, of 

courſe 


6 


courle, denicd the charge; but not re- 
cciving that ſatisfaction they fought for, 
and perceiving lome confuſion in the 
countenance of the cook limfſclf, and 
others of the family, they ſearched every 
corner of ins houſe; and on deſcending 
into the cellar, they perceived lome of the 
earth newly dug up, beneath which they dil- 
covered a great number of human bones, 
moltly thoſe of very young children! The 
conſternation and amazement of all pre- 
{ent, on beholding ſuch a ſcene of horror, 
words cannot deſcribe. Though this 1s 
a very uncommon inſtance of ſavage 
neſs, yet ſome of the lower orders in this 
country are guilty of very atirocious 
deeds, ſuch as we never heard of in Eng- 
land, which is greatly owing to a {tate of 
extreme poverty, that incuces them to 
undertake any kind of villainy irom which 
they can derive the lcaſt emolument, It 
is melancholy to reflect on {uch diitreſs 
among the inferior claſics, whillt the great 
world are immerſed in luxurics, and give 
themlelves up to the full enjoyment of 

Vor. II. N every 


> 


( 154 ) 
every ſpecies of amuſement and diſhpa— | 
tion, that can contribute to the gratihca- 
tion of their paſſions! It was the un- 
bounded luxury of the nobles and the 
wretched poverty of the inferior ranks 
which made that truly great charaticr, 
Madame de Maintenon, who was ſo wor- 
thy of the Diadem ſhe privately wores 
remark, 4 Que dargent prodigue pour divc;- 
& tir les courtizans, et ce. Pauvre peuple 
„ meurt de jaime!” i. e. What ſums are 
« prodigally laviſhed ſor the amuſement 
* of courtiers, while the poor people 
„ arc dying with hunger!” But it is to 
be obſerved that Madame de Maintcnon 
was bred in the beſt of all Schools, the 
Scuoor of AnversiTY, and, having 
known herlelf what it was to want. ſhe 
felt deeply for the woes of others, 
which 1s rarcly the caſe with thoſe who 
are born to ample fortunes, and bred 
up in the lap of luxury. They ſeldom 
poſſeſs a proper ſecling for their fellow 
creatures, and the life of gaiety and diſ- 
ſipation which they lead, allows them but 
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little leiſure to think of thoſe who arc 
ſtarving in a garret, ſurrounded by a fa- 
mithed family, and ſuflering extreme in- 
digence! Indced, my dear and amiable 
friend, I have been an cye witneſs to ſo 
much miſery and wretchednelſs among one 
ſet of beiags, and ſo much want of hu- 
manity, pride and folly amongſt another, 
that I begin, though carly in life, to have 
a diſtaſte for every thing but retirement, 
for I am firmly perſuaded that there is no 
ſolid happineſs to be ſound but by being 
unconnected with the world, and in the 
converſation of a faithful friend ! 

In my next, I will relate what Lady 
A. J. ſays of her mother, which I think is 
as Curious an anecdote as I have ever yet 
heard! in the mean time 

I have the honour to be 
With ſincere regard, 
Your's, &c, 


My ſcntiments ſo exattly coincide with 
thoſe of the above mentioned truly dil- 
tinguiſhed perſon, that I cannot refrain 
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giving you another quotation. * Thus 
„ jt is, I ſec, the world in all its defor— 
& mity, whilſt the multitude who to not 
& examine it cloſely, arc dazzled with 
& its eclat / I percerve ch immodcrate 
& mcanncis, hatred and ambition, on one 
& fide, ſuch envy, ticeckery and dread- 
ful jcalouly on the other, that I am 


& fick of the ſhow of this great nothing 7” 


> - 


FIFTH LETTER TO THE SAME. 


St. GrRMAINS. 


MANY thanks, my dear Madam, 
for your kind letter informing me of the 
marriage of your amiable relation, whoſe 
happineſs I know you have ſo much at 
heart. As ſhe has had the advantage of 
being ſo frequently with you, ſhe cannot 
but have profited by your inſtrutiive con- 
verſation and excellent example, to which, 
if ſhe but continues to adhere, it muſt, I 
think, be her huſband's ſauli, if he be not 
made truly happy. This lcads me to re- 
peat what I have ſo often obſcrved; if 

Women 


(287) 

«Omen were but to take the ſame pains 
aſter marriage to keep the affections of 
their huſbands, as they take before io gain 
Mem, they would not fo frequently miſs 
that happineis which they fo ardently 
ſought for! Why is it that women fo 
little con!:der their own domeſtic felicity ? 
Whyv fiy about and be fo cagarly bent to 
exhibit theinſclves ſo much as they do to 
public view aftcr marriage? It 1s but 
fair and reaſonable that they ſhould both 
ſee and be ſeen as often as can be done 
with propriety during their ſingle tate, 
that their perions, talents, and qualifica- 
tions, mould be known ; but when they 
have made their choice for life, to whom 
ought they to wiſh to appear amiable and 
charming but in tlie eyes of their huſ- 
bands? the pleaſant and attractive man- 
ners which they practiſed to captivate 
their buſbands and win their affections is 
praiſe-worthy and truly laudable, bur, in 
the name of modeſty, I alk what reaſon 
can they have coniiltent with honour, and 
that fidclity they owe the married ſtate, 


0 
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to try by the ſame means to allure and en- 
gage other men to admire them? The 
conſequences are obvious; and the end 
gencrally proves fatal to all the parties! 
I do not know any thing more dangerous 
to female virtue, or a greater impropriety 
in a young married woman, than dancing 
country danccs, as 1t certainly gives an 
opportunity for a man to ſay thoſe things 
which would ncver have entered into his 
head upon a viſit of form! I heard 
Mr. M. ſay, who is, you know, himſelf a 
man of great gallantry, that he could get 
much bcttcr acquainted with a woman by 
dancing only one evening with her, than 
he could in three months viſiting her at 
her own houſe; all reſtraint. being then 
thrown aſide, while a familiarity, both 
as to converſation and manners, takes 
place, imperceptibly creating that kind 
of intimacy which puts an end to all re- 
!pctt on one fide, and a decent reſerve 
on the other. On the other hand, in 
dancing a minuct, which is the moſt 
vracciul ſituation wherein a {inc woman 


Call 
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can ſhew herſelf; ſhe has an opportunity 
at once of exhibiting her perſon to the 
higheſt advantage, and of diſplaying her 
clegant fancy as to dreſs, and this, with- 
out loſing one atom of her dignity and 
modeſt deportment. 

I know your ſentiments too well, mv 
dear Madam, to be fearful of giving you 
mine lo freely on this ſubjett; I remem- 
ber you have often told me, that retire— 
ment was your choice, if you had fortu- 
nately met with a man of fenfe and ſenti- 
ment, you never ſhould have had the 
leaſt inclination to have mixed ſo much 
in the faſhionable world, which never al- 
forded you any ſuperior ſatisfaction, as 
its converſation in general was very tr1- 
vial, and as I have heard you lay, allo, 
you had no taſte for cards, that you cn- 
tered into [ocicty more than you withed to 
have done, becauſe you had miſſed that 
happineſs which you flattered yourſelf you 
ſhould have poſſeſſed when you was firſt 
married. Such a diſappointment made 
you naturally take a diſtaſte to a home, 
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that was forſaken by the only man who 
ought to have rendered it comfortable to 
vou! In fſccking amuſement and recre- 
„on abroad, you hal undoubtedly the 
beit excuſe imaginable; and I cenſure 
only thoſe ladies who have aſſedtionate 
Iuſtonds and a young family to inſtruct;: 
tor lach women, I ſay, to run about in 
queſt ol pleaſure is certainly a molt grie- 
vous loily. Surcly, nothing in this world. 
can equal the ſelicity which is to be found 
in the fociety of an huſband whoſe con- 
verſation is inftrutive, and whoſe man- 
ners are refined; every thing appears to 
me inngnificant to ſuch a ſtate as I am 
tortunatcly able to deſcribe? But I find, 
my dear Madam, I am ſpinning out my 
letter to an unconſcionable length, and 
have ſcarcely leſt room to tell you the 
curious anecdote which I promiſed you 
in my laſt, of the Counteſs of S. 1 can- 
not fay that J am in the lcaſt ſurprized at 
any thing her Lady ſhip does, let it be ever 
ſo extravagant or proſligate. It ſcems 


* 
Pa) 
+ 
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a man _ 6{ the name of G. has taken an 


houſe 


1 


houſe in Pall-mall for the convenience of 
women of rank and fortune, who wiſh to 
be concealed, whilſt they are in a ſitua- 
tion in which married women ought to be 
found. It likewiſe ſeems that the Coun- 
teſs went to this man's Houſe, in order to 


conſult him on the ſubjet of her ſuppoſ- 


ed pregnancy: but as he wiſhed her not 
to rely entirely on his opinion, he adviſed 
her to call in Dr. H. who, upon ſimilar 
occaſions ſhe ulcd to conſult, at her own 
houſe! The dottor, therefore, expreſſed 
much ſurprize to the Counteſs, that, be- 
ing a married woman, ſhe could have 
any reaſon for lying-in privately ; but 
her ladyſhip informed him, that ſhe did 
not wiſh any of her family to know that 
ſhe even conſulted him, as it would create 
a ſuſpicion that ſhe was with child; and 
if that were the caſe, ſh- had good reaſon 
ſhe ſaid, to prevent its being known ! 
The doctor {till amazed at what he very 
juſtly conſidered as an abſurdity, very 
naturally replied, „and ſuppoſe your 
Lady ſhip is pregnant, what miſchief can 

Vor. II. * * poſſibly 
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poſſibly reſult from it?“ “ If I ſhould 
„ be ſo, anſwered her Ladyſhip, I ccr- 
& tainly ſhall go to the Continent, 'till it 
„is all over; for, to tell you the truth, 
& my dcar Dottor, I am rather dubious 
& as to the colour !!” Whenever her La- 
dyſhip walks out, ſhe 1s generally attend- 
cd by her black ſervant who is, Lady A. 
tells me, remarkably handſome! Lady 
A. has been ſo ill treated by her mother 
that ſhe takes no pains to conceal her 
foibles, or rather vices, and has no ob- 
jection to my acquainting you with the 
above circumſtance! Indeed, when wo- 
men are ſo abandoned and loſt to ſhame, 
they ought to be held out as examples to 
be ſhunned and execrated, and treated 
with that contempt they juſtly merit! But 
thoſe who countenance ſuch as have been 
guilty of ſimilar crimes, merely on ac- 
count of their high rank and fortune, 
ought to be held, at leaſt, in equal con- 
tempt. 

To-morrow evening we have an invi- 
tation to ſup with Madame de la M—k 
it 


. 


La) 
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it being her name day, it will be kept, I am 
told, with great magnificence : but as this 
cuſtom is peculiar to the French nation, 
vou, perhaps, Madam, may not compre- 
hend what is meant by it. Every catholic 
has a patron Saint to whom they offer up 
their prayers, and as the Counteſs's Chriſ- 
tian name is Ann, it 1s to the Saint of 
that name that ſhe devotes herſelf; and 
as the feirs or holydays are named aſter 
ſome Saint, thole who are chriſtened 
after their names, always keep the day 
with as much cercmony, as we do our 
birth days. 

Adieu, my dear Madam, &c. 


P. S. I am almoſt aſhamed to add a 
Poſtſcript to my letter, which is alrcady 
too long, but I cannot reſiſt the ſatisſac- 
tion of telling you, that we ſupped laſt 
night at the Counteis de la Mi—k's, and 
that previous to our going into the faite 
2 manger, I had the pleaſure of &:(plecing 
the Ducheſs de G t's work-bag, which 
L did rather ſaucily, ariſing from anger, 
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as well as to ſhew the noble viſitant my 
own conſequence ! for, on my entree into 
the room, 1 was very politely received 
by the Counteſs, but not finding a chair 
ready put ſor me near the circle, and per- 
ceiving one vacant cloſe to Madame la 
Ducleſfſe, 1 was rather nettled, and ſans 
ceremonze moved the richly embroidered 
work-bag which was upon it to a corner of 
the ſettee, on which ſat the Duke d' A—g; 
I then placed myſelf on the ſaid chair, at 
which the Ducheſs ſcemed un peu prque, but 
did not ſay a word! all my fear was, Icſt 
ſhe ſhould conſtruc this little maneuvre of 
mine into ignorance and not knowing 
what was right! This idea haunted me, 
and alarmed my pride, and that ſhe 
might perfectly comprehend me, I took 
care to continue very haughty the whole 
evening; but before I departed, I in- 
formed Miſs D——n, who was one of the 
party, why I was out of humour, ſaying, 
I would never put up with the Icaſt flight 
from any of the nobility of my own coun- 
try, much leſs would 1 from thoſe of 

another! 
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another! When the Counteſs was in- 
formed how much 1I felt piqucd at there 
being no chair put for me, an apology 
was made the very next morning, which 
was very politely conveyed to me by that 
worthy good man, the learned Abbe 
Nm. He aſſured me that it was en- 
tirely owing to the neglett of the ſervant, 
&c. but I have reaſon to believe, from 
this well timed kauteur, I ſhall not have 


any reaſon to complain of any future 
omiſſion whatever. 


SIXTH LETTER TO THE SAME, 


ST. GERMAINS, 

AS I informed you, my 

dear Madam, in my laſt, that we had re- 
ceived an invitation from the Counteſs 
de la M k to dine with her upon 
her name-day, you will expect to be 
made acquainted with the manner in 
which the entertainment was conduAcd. 
All the company who were invited being 
aſſembled in the grand ſaloon, we waited 
about an hour before the Counteſs came 
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from maſs, where ſhe never omits to go 
once ©! twice a dy. It ſeems theſe fits 
of devotion lafl lor tte months toge- 
ther; but that is no very extraordinary 
thing with thele devotees, who frequently 
do ſevere penance {or a certain length of 
time, and then indulge themſelves with 
following their inclinations till their con- 
fellor thinks it prudent to give a check to 
their levites, by which means they arc 
puniſhed and indulged alternately, to the 
no {mall advantage of the cunning prieſt. 
Many of the gueſts were of the higheſt 
rank ; among the noble groupe were the 
Ducheſs de Brancas, dame d' honneur to the 
Qucen ; the Prince and Princeſs de Beau- 
vais, the duke de Villars, the Duckeſs de 


' Gramont, who looked at me with rather 


an unſavourable cyc, for my late rude- 
neſs to her work-bag; there were alſo 
four or five Iriſh Abbes accompanied by 
the Prior of St. Germains, who 1s the 
handſomeſt Frenchman I cver ſaw, ex- 
cept the Count de la Mk. But 
among the Abbes, I muſt not forget to 
mention 
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mention the worthy and lcarned Need- 
ham. 

Soon aſter the Counteſs entered the 
room and had reccive1 the compliments 
due to the day, the Count, her huſband, 
was announced, who ves juſt returned 
from Paris, where he lived both winter 
and ſummer, ſeldom viſiting his Countcis 
but upon great occahons. After a polite 
embrace, the Counteſs introduced him 
to her guelts; he then preſented the 
Counteſs with a noſegay, from his own 
boſom, and alſo a magnificent ſnuff box. 
ſet with diamonds. Every one of the 
viſitors then followed h:5 example, cach 
preſenting ſome elegart triak ts, with 
which they had pro ided themſelves, as 
is the ulual cuftom on this occaſion ; 
among which number, I had the honour 
10 preſent 10 her, a Very fine enamelled 
miniature, ſet in gold, of an Engliſh lady 
of quality, exquiſitely painted in the ha- 
bit of a nun. Mr. TuGor's gift was a 
beautiful ſeal, blood None, fet in gold, 
with a Jcſus on the Crofs; the red ſpot; 
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on the ſtone repreſenting the blood iſſuing 
from the wounds; this preſent was the 
molt admired of all that had been given. 
This ceremony over, two folding doors 
were thrown open, into the dining hall, 
where there was a moſt magnificent ban- 
quet, to which, cach lady was handed in 
by a gentleman, who took their ſcats ac- 
cording to precedence; and what added 
greatly to the plcaſurc of the feaſt was, 
an excellent band of wind muſic, placed 
on the lawa, cloſe to the windows of the 
room. The clegance and caſc, with which 
a French dinner or ſupper is conducted, 
is much more agrecable than with us in 
England; where the lady of the houſe 
never helps any of her gueſts, but to the 
firſt diſh which 1s ſet before her, leaving 
the ladies to the care of the gentlemen, 
who are ſeated next them. They never 
change their knives and forks, only the 
plates. Every one has a glaſs ſeau ſet 


next them, in which the wine glaſs is in- 


verted, and alſo two ſmall decantcrs, one 
with watcr and the other with Burgundy. 
After 
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Alter the ſecond courſe was removed, 
mere was a very ſuperb doſert, contiſt.ng 
of all the fincilt fruits in great abundance, 
and a dozcn plates of ice cream of dilfe- 
rent forms and colour; a beautiful large 
red and green parrot in blanc-manger, and 
aiid a Cardinal's hat; the Boulvards of 
Paris were represented in pallry and ſwect— 
meats, and a varicty of other devices; 
but the middle dith conſiſted of at Ilcaft 
fiity peaches in the form of a pyramid, 
irom which the Count preſent.d one to 
cach of his guelts; and I was rather ſur— 
prized to find that he cautiouſly picked 
out all the ſmaller peaches, leaving the 
largeſt and apparently the fineſt in the 
diſh. He then propoſed drinking the 
health of his Countels, when every one 
was helped to a gials of Champagne, 
when there appcarcd a molt beautiful dil- 
play of kre-works ifluing from the large 
peaches, which we then ſound to be ar- 
tificial ; this, indecd, was truly elegant, 
and greatly ſurprized many of the com- 
pany, particularly us Engliſh, having no 

Vor.1I, 2 idea 


4 

idea of this beoutiſul deception, which 
was, it ſeems, © piece of gellaniry in the 
Count, who brought them with him from 
Paris; nor did even the Countels know 
of it till the very moment they were 
played off; at the ſame time a battery of 
{mall cannon were fired on the lawn, when 
the air re-echocd with the tumultuous joy 
of the ſurrounding multitude, who were 
permitted to be ſpectators, as they had a 
very good vicw of what paſled in the din- 
ing-hall, the windows being all ſet open 
tor that purpoſe. 

When the dinner was ended, which was 
not till ten o'clock at night, the company 
all ſtood up, turning their backs from the 
table, when each was waited upon by 
a {crvant holding, upon a filver ſalver, 
large water glatles with a napkin on his 
arm, which I think far more delicate 
than our cuſtom of waſhing at table. The 
ladics were then handed by the gentlemen 
into the drawing-room, as they never ſtay 
to drink aſter the ladies riſe from table. 
From thence we followed the Counteſs 


into 
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na the muß room, when ſhe ſeated her- 
Ie a the harplhciord, upon which ſhe 
pl, od retaarhanly well, accompanied by 
a number ol the lirſt muicians from 
Paris, as well as many of her gueſts who 
twilowea her example, cach taking up the 
mulical inſtrument on waich they excel- 
led. Among the rclt were two young 
ladies from Vertiarlles wi co came with their 
father, mother and mu{tc maſtcr, which 
was a very great favour, as they never 
performed but to the King and Queen. 
One of the young Iladics was exquiſitely 
beautiful, and played charmingly on the 
treble harp, ana her filler performed 
equally well on the violin; when they 
ſung, their maſter likewiſe accompanied 
them with great judgment with his voice, 
which was a fine tenor, but fo {olily as not 
to difploy himſelf, but to exhibit their 
perſormance to the beit advantage. This 
was not only polite but judicious, But 
a little paſt twelve te company began to 
withdraw, and inc evening was concluded 
with the greatelt ſatisfaction to all partics, 
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On the carriages of all the gueſts Lre-works 
were fixed, which kept playing oft as 
they went through the torcil on their 1E- 
turn home 5 and guns Were fired for a cons 
ſiderable time which re-echocd through 
the woods, ull we bad got to the end of 
it. To morrow I jhall accompany Mr. 
T. to Paris, as wc have received an invi— 
tation to dine with the Eail and Counteſs 
of R. On my return home to St. Ger- 
mains, I ſhell, perhaps, add a flew mor 
lines to my letter, it any thing hould oc- 
cur which I may imagine worthy of your 
attention. 


P. S. Now, my dear Mavtam, you muſt 
prepare yourſelf for a long Polt{cript, for 
as] was folding up my letter, who ſhould 
come in but Mr. F. G.] one of the moſt 
cccentric Charatters you, perhaps, cver 
heard of; indeed, he is, as Montargie ſays, 
a downright compound! He 1s perfectly 
well bred, very ſenſible, and remarkably 
entertaining in converſaticn, and really 
appcars a good tempered man, though his 
conguet 


1 


Conduft has frequently given occaſion for 
a contrary opinion. 

A few ycars ago, being at a tavern in 
London, a gentleman, who had the ap- 
pear:ncc of a neval officer came in, who, 
alier eyeing F. G. in rather a contemptu- 
ous manner, ſaid, he ſmelt an Irihman; 
% Do you,” ſays F. G. „then by G- dJ 
& will {poil your ſmelling;“ at the ſame 
time he whip a penknife out of his pocket 
with which he cut oi the man's noſe! 
then telling his name and where he lived, 
ſaid, in a very compoſed manner, that he 
was realy to give him fatisfaction when- 
ever he pleaſed to call upon him! but 
the unfortunate nofclefs man being, it ſeem- 
ed, obliged to go to his ſhip at Portſ- 
mouth the next day, which was to [oct {ail 
for Jamaica, he had only time to get a 
plaiſter. Though the provocation was 
certainly very grcat, yet nothing can 1 
think, be ſaid, in the leaſt vindication 
of F. G. for his brutal repriſal. But ac- 
cording to the notions of duellifts, he cer- 
lainty was a man of honour, for hearing 
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of the officer's return to Southampton, 
two ycars after, F. G. took a poſtchaile, 
and immediately on his arrival there aſked 
for the ofucer who was at the hotel with a 
large company, and hearing that he was 
enquired for, came down ſtairs ; but not 
recollecting the perſon, he deſired him to 
Walk into the pariour and acquaint him 
with his buſineſs; to which F. G. replied, 
he came on purpole from London to give 
him ſatisfaction! The officcr could not 
but expreſs the greateſt aſtoniſhment till 
the other had fully explained himſelf; 
but inſtcad of accepting of his propo- 
ſition to fight, he moſt generouſly took 
him by the arm, and introduced him to 
his brother ofliccrs, telling them the 
whole ſtory. They were all cqually ſur— 
prized, and did not know which moſt to 
admire, the ready forgiveneſs of the in— 
zured party, or the honour of the aggrel- 
lor! but both being ſincerely reconciled 
to cach other, they ever after continued 
good friends. 
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This very n charadter Was a 


related of him will cvince. Being on the 
Continent with his wile, ſhe was token 
extremely ill, and died on the road fone 
where in the South of France. When 
ſhe found her diſſolution approaching, 
ſhe made him promiſe 10 convey her 
corpſe to England, where [he was very 
deſirous of being buried. Accordingly 
ne hired an additional man ſervant and 
travelled with the colin {ed upon the 
top of the chaiſe. One evening fton- 
ping at a village where he found but one 
indifferent inn, he aſked what accommo— 
dation he could have? they anſwered, 
that they had but one room bclow ttairs, 
their beſt room being occupicd above hy 
ſome ſtrangers, and that there was no 
other provihon in the houſe than fome 
egos and mcat that was freſh killed. As 
it was rather too late to think of purſu— 
ing his journcy any further that night. 
he ordered his men to bring the colin 
into 
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into the apartment allotted for him: 
aſter which, he walked into the kitchen, 
where he ſaw a couple of fine ſowls roalt- 
ing, when he demanded of the inn-Hceper 
las reaien for telling kim that there 
was nothing for his ſupper than eggs, 
at the fume time he was dreſſing lo good 
a fuppcr ? Ah, Sir, ſaid the hoſt, that's 
truc, but I am very ſorry it is not in my 
pow:r to let you have any part of it, as 
it is beſpoke by the company above ſtairs. 
—Pray then, ſaid F. G. be fo good as to 
go to the Gentlemen and tell them, that 
an Englih Gentleman preſents his reſpects 
to them, and will ctcem ut as a particulz1 
favour if they will have the goodneſs to 
let him have half of one of the fowls, as 
he is come in very hungry and much fa- 
tizucd after his journcy, for which he 1% 
ready to pay whatever may be required. 
The meſſage was puntiuaily delivered, 
but the Frenchmen, who are all to a man, 
good æcenomiſts, would not part with a 
morlel, but after a long conſultation 
among themicives, it was propoſed, that 


4 


3. 
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if the Engliſhman would favour them 
with his company, he ſhould be very 
welcom: to partake of their ſupper.— 
Thanks bcing returned, and the invita- 
tion accepted, F. G. deſired his hoſt to 
let him know when ſupper was carried in. 
When he was informed that the ſupper 
was upon table, he ordered his ſervants 
to follow him with the coffin. On his 
entering the room many compliments paſ- 
ſed on cach fide, when che Frenchmen 
proteſted how tri!'y happy they were, at 
having ſo favourable an occaſion of ſhew- 
ing their reſpett to an Engliſh Gentleman, 
and many more fine ſpecches to the ſame 
effect; when, to their utter aſtoniſhment, 
they ſaw two men enter with the coihn 
upon their ſhoulders, and ſat it down on 
the floor cloſe to their mater; the ter- 
ror, conſternation, and confufion of the 
Frenchmen, arc beyond the power of 
language to expreſs! and rendered them 
almoſt motionleſs, which F. G. perceiv- 
ing, he ſaid, I return you, Gentlemen, 


my grateful thanks for your kind invita- 
Vol. II. A a tion 
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tion to ſup with you, and beg pardon for 
not acquainting you that my wife muſt be 
alſo of the party ; for as ſhe was when alive, 
my conſtant companion, nothing ſhall 
ever ſeparate us whilſt ſhe remains above 
ground: the Frenchmen who were by this 
time a little recovered from their fright, 
began to ſet upon F. G. in a furious man- 
ner, firſt ordering the coffin bearers to 
take it out of the room, which the men, 
who were afraid of the numbers againſt 
them, were juſt complying with, when 
F. G. drew his hanger, and ſwore that he 
would cut ip the firſt man who ſhould at- 
tempt to remove the corpſe of his dear 
wife: the reiolute tone and manner in 
which he ſpoke, lo terrified them, that 
they all ſcampered away as faſt as their 
fears could take them, and left the victo- 
710us F. G. in quict poſſeſſion of both 
the room and ſupper, to the great mor- 
tification of the Monſicurs, who never had, 
I ſuppoſe, experienced ſo extraordinary 


an inſtance of Engl liberty in their 


lives! 


Adicu, 
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Adieu, my dear Madam, and pardon 


my frequent intruſions on your time and 
patience, 


SEVENTH LETTER TO THE SAME, 


sr. GERMAINS EN LAYE, 
MY DEAR MADAM, 

WE are juſt returned from 

Paris, where we ſtayed a week, on pur- 
pole to indulge ourſelves with the plea- 
ſure of the Opera and Comedies, which 
we attended every evening, while we 
paſſed the mornings in viewing every 
thing worthy of notice in that city. The 
greateſt curiohty of all was, a moſt inge- 
nious repreſentation of a woman as large 
as life, and made in wax and filk ; there 
never was but one more of the ſame kind, 
and that was made by the ſame artiſt, a 
Lady, who is as much reſpected for her 
many amiable qualitics, as ſhe is admired 
for her ſuperior ingenuity. She ſold the 
firſt to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, for which 
ſhe received a thouſand pounds; indeed it 
Aa 2 was 


” > 4 a>. COT ID 


bd ». tht 0 
re 9 
Se CT & — » 2 — 


5 14 
15 
pi 


PEP 
h *. 


- 2 
—— — 
w _— 


— — —2— —_— 
p 2 7 N — = 


-, — 


4 «a _ - 
—_— yy . 
— - 
E 
—— —U —ę— - 


— 


* 
as 


92 — 


— — 2 


* a” --- Lo -—- 
— 


L- — 


— =. — 
r — —— 


8 — 
. -L 


CI 
r 


oa 


” —_— 
=.4 © 
© 


l 
1 

"MS 
I 
nv 
9 

* 


= 4 , 
„ 


2 


41422 


PR 


& 
— — 
* — a | - . 


«a * 
* 0 


Fr :.q 20 — 


— — —— —— — 


* <a 


( 180) 


was not too much, when we conſider the 
labour, pains, and length of time it em— 
ployed to make it; and it is allowed by 
thoſe who are judges of anatomy, to be 
a moſt highly finiſhed picce of art. The 
figure is laid at full length, and covered 
with a bluc filk drapery in a box lined 
with white ſatin. The artiſt firſt ſeparated 
all the picces in the following manner : 
She took off a moſt beautiful wax face 
that diſcovered the ſkull, which being 
opened, ſhe diſſected according to anato- 
mical art, all the interior parts. The 
bones were human, and the fleſh was 
made of wax to reſemble nature; the 
heart, liver, and bowels, &c. were all 
made of bladders covered with the thin- 
neſt ſilk; and in ſhort every other part 
of the body was conſtructed in the ſame 
curious manner; the whole took up 
nearly two hours to examine it, and I 
ſhould ſuppoſe it would take pretty ncar 
the ſame time to put it together again. 
When we laſt dined at Lord R's. he 
preſcnted to us his natural daughter, a 


moſt 


a IB 


moſt beautiſul girl of ſeven or eight years 
oid, and what gave me great pleaſure 
vs, 10 ſee Lady K. treat her with as much 
Ki. (s and allettion as if ſhe had been 
hr +40 child; ſuch an amiable conduct, 
c 114 not but endcar her greatly to her 
IL. ra, who has a very high eſteem ſor her, 
ü ige here his Lordſhip does not 
ſer wy tw pay his devoirs occaſionally to 
the a, man Helles. Both Lord and Lady 
hae moſt obligingly promiſed to par- 
tale of a repaſt with us wut St. Germains, 
Int, Previous to this viſit, and in the 
courle of next week, her Exccllency is 
% go through the ceremony of receiving 
er firſt audience of the Queen and 
Royal Family at Verſailles. She has po- 
litely invited Mr. Tudor to make one in 
he; ſunc. There are a great many Eng- 
liſh »{ faſhion now at Paris, ſo I make 
no lo ht but her Exccllency will be well 
attended. Mr. Tudor has this moment 
prohibited me from ſending off my letter 
jill aficr the preſentation is over. 


I now, 
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I now, Madam, with pleaſure reſume 
my pen, to infor:a you in what manner 
Lady R. was preſented to the OQucen, 
which ceremony was performed yeiterday 
in the following order: — In or twelve 
footmen preceded their Exccllet:cics car- 
riage, walking two and two, drefled in 
ſcarlet liveries richiy laced w.th gold; the 
Englith Nobility following ia their certi— 
ages according to precedence ; among 
whom was the newly created Duke of 
N- d, who was moſt magnificently ap- 
parelled with a proſahon of diamonds, 
and diſplayed upon this occaſion his dia- 
mond ſtar and garter. When the cavalcade 
arrived at Verſailles, Lady R. was handed 
out of her carriage by her Lord. When 
her Excellency came to the door of the 
Queen's apartment, ſhe was received by 
the Ducheſs de Brancas, Lady of the Bed- 


chamber, and was by her condutted to her 


Majeſty, who received the Ambaſſadreſs 
under a rich canopy of ſtate, a ſtool was 
placed oppolite the Queen, whercon her 
Ledyſhip ſat during her audience. All the 

Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, forming an half circle, ſtood be- 
hind her Excellency. Her Grace of N. 
was not of the party, as her Grace 
thought it inconſiſtent with her own dig. 
nity to ſtand, whilſt the Ambaſſadreſs ſat, 
who was her in{crior as to rank, and one 
of whom ſhe took precedence at her own 
Court. Two doors were then thrown 
ſuddcnly open, when in an audible voice 
was announced L: Row. The King im- 
mediatcly appcarc:', and having paid his 
compliments to the Queen, addreſied 
himſelf to the Ambaſladreſs, and ſoon 
after her Excellency withdrew ; when ſhe 
was conducted to the apartments of Ma- 
dame la Dauphine and the reſt of the 
Royal Family. The whole Ceremony was 
conducted in all reſncas ſuitable to the 
dignity of the occaſion. A moſt noble and 
ſumptuous dinner wes provided in the pa- 
lace for the Ambaſſacreſs aud her company; 
there were two tables; that at which her 
Excellency ſat, was illuminated with up- 
wards of fixty wax lights, independent 
of the luſtres, which were exceedingly 

n. agni- 
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magnificent, bcing entirely compoled of 
cryſtal, and the deſert, Mr. Tudor in- 
forms me, was the moſt ſplendid he ever 
ſaw. It will without doubt, Madam, ap- 
pear ſlrange to you, that the dinner and 
deſert were brought in by a regiment of 
whiſkered Swils ſoldiers, and all the ſer— 
vants ſtood bchind their Ladics with their 
hats on! but what ſurpriſed Mr. T. {till 
more, was ſour dirty boys, which upon 
enquiry, were found to be aſſiſtants in 
the kitchen, ſtanding directly oppoſite to 
the Ambaſſadreſs and the Ducheſs de 
Choiſeul, who that day prehded at the 
table, with night-caps on, that no time, 
he ſaid, could have rendered more filthy, 
while their aprons and other garments 
were cqually obnoxious! but this mix- 
ture of dirt and magniicence is not un- 
common in France, a ſew ſpecimens of 
which I will give you in a future letter. 
I muſt not omit, however, to mention, 
that all the Engliſh Gentlemen were pre- 
ſented to the King in an adjacent cham- 


ber, ſeated on a throne of ſlate, by the 


Engliſh 
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Engliſh Ambaſſador, who announced 
each in their turn, according to their 
rank and quality, &c. but there was no 
knecling or kiſling of hands as with us. 
Mr. Tudor was very well pleaſed with 
this part of the ceremony, as it will ena- 
ble him, by that means, to hunt in the 
foreſt with the King: no one being al- 
lowed that liberty, but thoſe who have 
been properly preſented. He ſays, that 
the King is a remarkably handſome man, 
between fifty and ſixty, has fine black 
piercing eyes and a Roman noſe; is per- 
fectly well bred and affable, and ſpends 
moſt of his time on horſeback. He in- 
tends ſhortly to review fix troops of life 
guards, who are to be richly cloathed in 
blue and filver ; it will be a grand fight, 
at which I ſhall endeavour to be a ſpec- 
tator. With every ſincere wiſh for your 
health and happineſs, believe me 
affectionately your's, &c. 
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EIGHTH LETTER TO THE SAME, 


Sr. GERMAINS. 
MY DEAR MADAM, 


JUST as we were preparing 
to leave Paris the other day, on our re- 
turn to this place, we met with Lady 
N——t, and her brother the Chevalier 
R- d, who, with a party of their 
Engliſh acquaintance, were going to Ver- 
ſailles, and politely aſked us to accom- 
pany them to view the curioſities of that 
magnificent palace. Nothing can exceed 
the ſplendor of the apartments, and the 
magnificence of the gardens. They, how- 
ever, diſplay more art than nature. The 
prodigious number of fine ſtatues with 
which the gardens are decorated, without 
doubt, add greatly to the grandeur of the 
ſcene, but, in my humble opinion, they 
leſſen that ſimplicity which, though it be 
leſs ſtriking, is infinitely more pleaſing, 
in the appearance of unadorned nature 
which never palls gn the fight; while art, 

| let 


1 


ict it be ever ſo exquiſite, tires on being 
repeatedly ſeen. The French are like- 
wiſe very fond of diſtorting their trees 
into various ſhapes, which yielded a moſt 
gloomy and melancholy appearance, and 
puts me always in mind of the pyramidal 
yew-trees in ſome of our country church- 
yards. As to the palace and its interior, 
it is certainly in point of ſplendor, ſupe- 
rior to any of our Royal palaces in Eng- 
land; but then, there is ſuch a melange of 
magnificence and dirt, that admiration 
and diſguit takes equal poſſeſſion of our 
ſenſes! But perfection is not the lot of 
humanity, neither in ourſelves or in our 
performances, ſo that it is hardly fair to 
find fault, while innumerable beauties fo 
juſtly lay claim to our praiſe and com- 
mendations ; but thoſe who are accul- 
tomed to the cleanlineſs, neatneſs and ele- 
gance of England, muſt of courſe be more 
ſeriouſly affected at the contraſt, and feel 
diſtaſte, when curioſity is ſatisfied. When 
we went into the grand preſence cham- 
ets we were highly gratified with every 
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object that preſentcd itſelf to our view; 
the paintings in particular, engroſſed 
much of our attention, but the approach 
which led to this ſuperb apartment was 
up a naſty ſtaircaſe, the ſmell of which 
made us rcady to faint; and upon every 
landing place were {ixcd againit the wall 
large iron extinguiſhers, to put out the 
flambeaux; and all the filth iſſuing from 
the wax and pitch were underncath in 
heaps, with the ſweepings of the ſtairs 
which are ſcarcely ever waſhed, ſo that 
our cloaths were in danger of being quite 
ſpoiled. Smollet's remark was a very juſt 
one, though much too coarle for a female 
correſpondent to repeat; for an explana- 
tion of which, I will refer you to his 
works. This general inconſiſtency ſeems 
to be the predominant feature of the 
French nation; of which I will give you, 
dear madam, another proof. 

A few days ſince, we dined at Carrier, 
a little country box belonging to the 
honourable Miſs D. built by the unfortu- 
nate Lally! her Giter, the Baroneſs de 
3— 
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B, was of the party, a moſt charming 
woman, but being born and always bred 
at Paris, ſhe hes not the leaſt appearance 
of an Engliſh woman, and even liſps broken 
Engliſh with as pretty an accent as any of 
the French ladies; which I have heard 
remarkec. by men, as a captivating deſeR. 
Among the noble gueſts were the Mar- 
quis de Vn and his Lady, who live in 
Dauphin, but vilit Paris every winter. 
The Marchionels is, without exception, 
the moſt beautiful woman I ever beheld! 
her hands and arms, which were of the 
fineſt ſhape and colour, were adorned 
with pcarl bracelets claſped with dia- 
monds. You, Madam, who diſplay ſuch 
uncommon taſte in your own attire, will 
readily allow that the Marchioneſs's dreſs 
was perfectly elegant, when I inform you 
that her ſack and coat was of the paleſt 
pink r:chly trimmed with broad Valen- 
ciennes lace ; her fine auburn Hair plaited 
twice round her head with ſmall pearls; 
her cloak was of tamboured mullin lined 
with pink, and decorated with a profuſion 


of 


—— 
3 
_- — 0 
8 — 
— - — - 
— 
| 


— 


9 
=” » 
— — 
— 
- - 
x .. . - 4 4a 
<A —„-— — — 
h e — — — 
— -»— 2 n 


r 
2 22 
"IF 


— 
2 * 


3 = = 


— 


-_ 2822 3 R 


- — © 


JT IKE EST "> 


* 
— : . 
— 2 
- * 
«2 4 
—— 
. 
ww . 


( 190 ) 


of the ſame rich lace as her gown; ſhe wore 
a pair of pink ſattin ſlippers with diamond 
roſettes, and her earrings and necklace 
conliſted of very large pearls. During din- 
ner ſhe was attended by two of her laquais 
in very rich liveries, who charmed us the 
whole time with the muſic of their noſ- 
trils, which they trumpeted without ceaſ- 
ing; taking inceſſantly large quantities of 
ſauff, and as often blowing their noſes ; 
ſo that they had frequent opportunities 
of diſplaying, as Smollet terms it, the 
flag of abomination; beſide which, they 
ſpit every five minutes upon the floor, 
over which their beautiful miſtreſs trailed 
with very great pomp her long train fur- 
belowed with coſtly lace!! This I give 
you my word, Madam, is a fat with- 
out the leaſt exaggeration! I obſerved 
before, they never change their knife and 
fork, but have always clean napkins at 
every meal ; their plate is ſcarcely ever 


_ cleaned, their reaſons are, that it renders 


it leſs valuable, as conſtantly rubbing it 
dimjniſhes the filver, ſo that the forks 
from 
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ſrom being continually uſed in eating of 
eggs, look as yellow as if they were waſh- 
ed with gold. All dinner time the moſt 
delicate ladies take ſnuff, the conſe- 
quences are not always perfectly agreea- 
ble to an Engliſh ſtomach, and yet, with 
all this, they are exquiſitely clean as to 
their own perſons! in ſhort, it would fill 
a volume if I were to name a twentieth 
part of the inconſiſtencies of theſe hateful 
but agreeable people, who may be truly 
ſtyled paradoxical! It muſt, however, 
be acknowledged, that perſons of dil- 
tinQtion are well bred and captivating in 
their manners whenever they are in a 
humour to make themſelves agrecable. 
They are very attentive to ſtrangers, par- 
ticularly travellers, who make but a ſhort 
ſtay among them. But in ſpite of all that 
forced politcneſs, and ſeeming urbanity, it 
is eaſy for any one of diſcernment to per- 
ccive that they never can conquer that 
inveterate hatred to the Engliſh what- 
ever pains they may take out of policy 
to diſguiſe it! As 1 have lately read ſome 
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of Madame de Grafigny's literary produc. 
tions, I cannot refrain (being applicable 
to the preſent ſubjea) from giving you 
an extract which I tranſlated this morn- 
ing from one of her Peruvian Letters, 
which is looked upon as her chef-d'ouvre ; 
but I mult previouſly obſerve, that 1 
think it by much too ſevere a ſatire on 
the French nation, and am greatly aſto- 
niſhed that a woman of her liberal way 
of thinking, as to all other matters, 
ſhould have carried her prejudices to ſo 
great a length. x 

Vanity,“ ſays this Lady, “ and a de- 
„fire of appearing opulent is the predo- 
«© minant paſſion of the F ench. Genius, 
and even the arts and ſciences are the 
„ means by which they diſplay their vain 
«© pageantry and oftentation, all which 
« conſpire to ruin their fortunes. Their 
„ immoderate love of ſuperfluities and 
„ trifles, corrupt both their reaſon and 
* their hearts; I ſhould not, perhaps, fo 


“ ſeverely condemn their taſte for ſuper- 


& fluity, if it were not for the ill conſe- 
* quence: 
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quences which always ariſe from in- 
dulging it, at leaſt, to that exceſs, which 
is no leſs than the facrifice of ſolid and 
real enjoyments ; they arc abſolutcly 
idolatrous in reſpett to their exceſſive 
fondneſs for magnificence and ſhew, to 
which they make a ſacrifice of both 
their repoſe and honour ; for it is no 
uncommon thing to ſec among thoſe 
oſtentatious people, an appearance of 
opulence in one part of the houſe, 
while poverty and meanneſs occupies 
the other. Their diverſions conſiſt in 
a boiſterous kind of gaicty expreſſed 
by loud peals of laughter, in which the 
mind ſeems to bear but a ſmall part. 
They have ſubſtituted a ſuperficial po- 
liteneſs, conliſting of words only in 
the place of good manners; and in heu 
of realon and good lenſe, a talle, 
through brilliant wit. In ſhort, they 
ſcem Beings who have eſcaped from 
the hands of their Creator, beſore he 
had ſiniſhed their intellectual ſaculties, 
for they have ſuch an amazing vivacity 
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** m their compoſitions, that they ſcarcely 
„give themlelves ume to find words to 
+ expreſs their ſentiments, conveying as 
+ much by the variety of their geſtures, 
and the action of their bodies, as with 
their voice.” 

I confeſs, Madam, there is ſome truth 
in the above remarks, but yet it muſt be 
acknowledged that it 1s rather exaggcrated; 
in ſhort it may be conſidered as a caricature 
of the French nation, and what is there 
that may not be turned into ridicule and 
be ſubjett to ſatire ? Madame de Grafigny 
was by birth a German, and the Germans 
do not. in their hcarts, love the French 
much better than the French love the 
Engliſh. She was held in very high eſti— 
mation by the Ducheſs de Rechelieu, which 
molt likely created a jealouſy among 
ſome of the French ladies of quality, at 
whoſe conduct towards her ſhe may have 
poſſibly felt herſelf a little piqued, a cir- 
cumſtance which may have given birth to 
the prejudices ſhe appears to entertain 
againſt them. In leſs than a fortnight, 

Lord 
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Lord and Lady R. propoſe to honour 
us with their company at St. Germains, 
which I truſt will aflord me another occa- 
ſion to repeat the infinite pleaſure 1 
always take in correſponding with a lady 
whom 1 ſo highly honour and cſ{tecm. 
Believe me, dear Madam, 


& c. &c. 


NINTH LETTER TO THE SAME. 


NOW, my dear Madam, pre- 
pare yourſelf for one of my long, very 
long epiſtles, which, I do affure you, will, 
as I fear, many of my former ones have 
done, put your paticnce to the teſt, I 
have a great deal to tell you, but I will be 
as brief as the ſubject will admit. If you 
recollect, I had the honour to inform you 
in my laſt, that we were to be favoured 
with a viſit from the Earl and Counteſs 
of R. on that day fortnight, which was 
yeſterday, and a very pleaſam day it 
proved to all parties; as the weather was 
remarkably fine and ſerene; I muſt, in the 
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firſt place, inform you, that we broughi 
over with us from England, a complete 
ſet of mulical glaſſes, upon which Mr. 
Tudor and my ſelf performed together, he 
playing the baſs. On the approach of 
their Excellencics into the hall, we opened 
with Gop save THE Kixc, whilſt they 
ſtood at the door mutc with pleaſure and 
ſurprize, at a reception, not only ſo novel 
and unexpected, but accompanicd with 
ſuch a ſtrain of loyaliy. They received, 
as it was meant, a compliment ſo juſtly 
duc to them as the repreſentaiives of our 
gracious Sovercign and his Royal and 
amiable conſort. We pcriormed it twice, 
and it was choruſſced by his Lordſhip's 
Chaplain, Mr. F. with his Secretary, that 
very worthy man Mr. H. and two ladies 
who were likewiſe in the ſuite. This be- 
ing concluded, we conducted our illuſtri- 
ous viſitors into an inner apartment, 
where we had cxcrtcd all our fancy in 
honour of the day, In this room was a 
large receſs raiſed one ſtep higher than 
he {loor, covered with a Perſian carpet, 

on 
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on which was placed a crimſon velvet 
chair for Lady R : on the top and 
lides of the receſs, hung an elegant icl- 
tooned drapery painted upon fine Hol- 
land. Three dinner tables were pro- 
vided; one of a modciate ſize and two 
very [ſmall ones, which were fixed back- 
ward as wings to the other; over th 

whole, were turned willow arches, which 
were firſt bound over with green box and 
myrtles : the front of the large table was 
conveyed up to the top of the room in the 
form of a grenadier's cap, covered in the 
ſame manner with box and myrtle. In 
the froat of the cap was G.R. in large 
capitals, the letters being compoled of 
ſhells, beads, and ſmall bits of looking 
glaſs, and over it ZULESTIEN, (with 
the ſame materials) Second Regiment. 
Water glaſſes were fixed on both ſides of 
the tables at the bottom of the arches, 
from which, the ſtems of every kind of 
fruit and {lower iſſued from the water, 
twining about the arches and room in a 
moſt fantallic manner, to the beauty of 
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winch, the noble pomgranate branches in 
full bloſſom did not a little contribute: 
thoſe, together with the woodbines, roſes, 
lilies, pinks, and branches of orange trees 
in bloſſom, you may caſily conceive, 
Madam, converted the room into an ar- 
bour that could not fail of gratifying two 
of the ſenſes. A number of {mall ſtraw 
baſkets moſt beautifully embroidered with 
{ilk of different colours, hung upon the 
branches of the box and myrtle, filled 
with the choiceſt fruits, and were ſo 
placed, that her Excellency with great 
eaſc ate of them as they hung; in ſhort, 
the various flowers, vines that hung in 
cluſters, orange* on branches, cherrics, 
apples, pears, peaches, with large boughs 
of green almonds, were ſo blended to- 
vuther, as to give an idea 'of the moſt 
rural and delightful bower that imagina— 
tion can paint! In one part of the large 
arbour was a blackbird's neſt, ſo ſituated 
amongſt the aromatic ſweets, that it might 
have inticed the owner of it into the 
houſe. The litt'e table on one fide was 
charaQcrized as an alchouſe at Sr. 
OsYTH. 
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OsyrTn, in Eſſex, one of his Lordſhip: 
ſeats; it had the ſign of the Rochford 
Arms, kept by Willem and Mary, fcr- 
vants to his Lordſhip. The other wing 
alluded to Eusrox, another ſcat of his 
Lordſhip's. On the middle of the longer 
table in a beautifully cut glaſs reſervoir, 
ſtood a tall oN GE“ tree, with ripe fruit 
and bloſſoms thereon, which reached 
nearly to the cicling; at the top of which 
was placed a garland of roſes, which ſul- 
tained a ruſtic Earl's coronet made of 
glaſs, moſs, ſhells, beads, &c. with the 
old family motto embroidered in gold, 
% TAN DES SIT SURCULUS ARBOR.” 

The orange and pomgranate trecs were 
preſented to us by Monheur Le Grand 
Procurcur du Roy, of this town, who is onc 
of the beſt hearted as well as the beſt 
bred man I have met with in France. 1 
muſt not omit to mention, that among the 
flowers and fruits were interſperſed a 
lower that is not very common even in 


France, 


* Alluding to his Lordſhip's Hen deſcended from 
the illuſtrious Houte of Oranges. 
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France, and never as I recollc@, evcr 
ſeen in England, of a moſt beautiful hue, 
a ſpecies of Iris; we have ſomcthing in 
England like it of an inferior ſort, of » 
bluc colour; but this, which is called 
un de flamme, looks at a liitle diſtance 
the colour of a flame, a kind of ſhot fcar- 
let and yellow variegated with a rich 
glowing purple; the leaves reſemble 
thoſe of our Iris. As to the ſubſlautia! 
part of the dinner, it conhſted only of 
bam, chickens, peas, beans, and a litde 
paſtry, for it was impoillible for us to 
think of giving their Excellencies ſuch « 
dinner as was ſuitable to their rank and 
lituation, as it would have been very un. 
ſuitable to our puric, and highly impro— 
per in cvery reſpea, as vou will be 
pleaſed to conſider, they came in their 
private capacity, and as end, and ii 
would have given, inflcad of that ſatis 
faction they felt, and which they ſo po— 
litely expr.iled, infinite pain for us to 
have put ourſelves to an expence We 
coul no, dey well knew, afford, and 
aller all that we could have done, 1 
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would have been very much inferior to 
what they had cvery day for their own 
family dinner! ſo that we could not be 
ſtigmatized or ridiculed for being guilty 
of the greateſt of all follies, which ſome 


fools are guilty of, aping the magnifi- 


cence and Juxurics of the great, till it 
ends in their ruin ! 

As Mr. Tudor is under the neceſſity of 
going to England upon ſome urgent buſi- 
neſs, he intends himſelf the honour of 
being the bcarer of this, which will give 
him an opportunity of ſatisfying your 
curiolity as to many points, relative to 
the cuſtoms and manners of theſe people, 
who in ſpite of their neglett of that clean- 
lineſs, fo charaQteriſtic of the Engliſh, 
and the numberleſs inconſiſtences of which 
they are guilty, are conſeſſedly a very 
captivating people. Nothing can be more 
agreeable than a French officer of a cer- 
tain age, ſo well bred, ſo attentive, with 
the utmoſt decorum in all his converſa- 
tions and manner; even Mr. Tudor, who 
is not over partial to the French, declares 
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that he has never met with but ſew men 
in any nation, through which he has tra— 
velled, that are to be compared to them 
in every thing that can render ſocicty 
agreeable, The very young men in ge— 
neral are inſuſterable coxcombs, but even 
they act with decorum, when in company 
with officers of the above deſcription, 
of whom they ſtand in no ſmall awe, for 
the moſt trifling affront is immediately 
reſented fur le champ, as the aggreſſor is 
but rarely complimented with a formal 
challenge and having feconds, as before 
he can be allowed time to recolle& his 
fault or ſac for pardon, the {word of his 
antagoniſt is run through his body ! but, 
however, this is ſeldom the caſe, as every 
one is ſtricily upon his guard as to-giving 
the leaſt offence. Thus politeneſs and 
the molt perfeci good brecewving towards 
cach other, is religiouſly obſerved among 
them. If I may venture an opinion, 
I think it may be eahly accounted 
ior, why our nation has honoured the 
French with the appellation of pcatts- 
maitres, which has ariſen in great meaſure 

to 
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to their conſtant attachment to the wo- 
men. I ailude not as to the matter of 
love, for in that reſped, I believe they 
are much more mnCitorent than men of 
other maten; but as I obſerved before, 
Frenchnen never drink but at their 
meals, aud arc not permitted to indulge 
themlelves with talking politics ; they of 
courſe do not allociate lo much with each 
other as wi.h the other ſex, with whom 
they [it and emer into all the little frivo— 
lous amuſcments in which women gene— 
rally pals thcir time; it is therelore no 
uncommon thing to ſee men knit, knot, 
and broder @ tambour, which make ſome of 
our rough Engliſh bucks look upon them 
to be perſecily efleminate; but thele very 
men, let me tell them, when employed 
in the ſervice of their country, are cer— 
tainly equal, if not ſuperior to the mili— 
tary officers of every other nation. This 
is a truth they ſeem very conſcious of 
themiclves, for at the fame time they al- 
low that the Engliſh produce better ſca— 
men, they contend ior their ſuperiority 
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in the field, over all other nations undes 
the ſun. The Duke de N I's Maſtcr 
of the Horſe, is one of the gentceleſt 
men in France, and is c{tecmed a very 
brave and gallant officer, and yet, I ne- 
ver beheld ſo beautiful a picce of em— 
broidery in tambour, as I did the other 
day of that Gentleman's work; it was a 
gown for the Counteſs de T, daughter to 
the Duke; the flowers were ſhaded with 
great judgment, the pattern was his own 
invention, in which he ſthewed infinite 
taſte; all the flowers, leaves, and ſtems, 
were edged with gold, which gave it a 
very rich appearance. For my part, I 
ſee no 1mpropriety in men working with 
the ladies, and think it full as rational as 
that ridiculous chit-chat with which men 
gencrally entertain the women; it is true, 
that converſation in this country is ne- 
ceſſarily limited to what we call mall 
talk, for they muſt not diſpute about reli- 
gious matters, any more than they dare 
venture to talk politics, and if once 
they were to indulge themſelves in giving 
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a ſcope to philoſophical ideas, that would 
naturally lead them to think deeper than 
either Government or the Prieſthood 
would much reliſh, particularly the lat- 


ter, who dread nothing ſo much as that 


the underſtanding of the people ſhould 
be enlightened, as they well know there 
would then be an end to their power! 
Adicu, my dear Madam; Mr. Tudor 
is in haſte to be gone, and I hope will 


ſoon have the honour of killing your 
hand. 


TENTH LETTER TO THE SAME. 


| ST. GERMAINS, 
MY DEAR MADAM, 


I WAS yeſterday moſt agree- 
ably ſurpriſed to ſee my huſband and his 
eldeſt daughter enter my apartment. I 
had no idea that he could have finiſhed 
the buſineſs which called him ſrom me in 
ſo ſhort a time ! I return you my ſincere 
thanks for the very kind reception which 
he tells me he met with from you, but 
which, he is ſo very modeſt as to attri- 


bute 
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bute entirely to that regard with which 
you have ever honoured me, but I {hall 
not place it to my own account, or in 
any other way than that you wiſh to 
cvince your friendſhip to me, by ſhewing 
an attention to one who conſtitutes the 
honour and happineſs of my life. 

Nothing can flatter my vanity more, 
than your moſt obliging letter, in which 
you deſire me to continue a correſpond- 
ence which you are plcaſcd ſo politcly to 
lay, has given you ſome pleaſure. But 
an unforeſcen event has happened, which 
makes me imagine that our ſtay on the 
Continent will be of a much ſhorter dura- 
tion than we at firſt intended. I hope, 
however, that there will not be any occa- 
ſion for us to quit this delightful ſpot be- 
ſore September. 

Although I ſat down ſo impatiently to 
acknowledge your polite attention to me 
and my haſband, I ſhall not conclude my 
letter till after the King's birth-day, which 
you know, 1s next Friday ; as upon that 
day, we are to have tlie honour of dining 
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with the Ambaſſador, in company with all 


the Engliſh of faſhion who are at Paris 
and its environs. 


I will now procecd to give you ſome 
account of Mr. Tudor's eldeſt daughter, 
whom, with her ſiſter, we had left at the 
Benedictine convent at Calais, under the 
protection of Mrs. Grey. Mr. Tudor 
intended to have brought them both 
home, but found his youngeſt daughter 
in ſuch a condition as rendered it impoſ- 
ſible to introduce her at preſent into com- 


pany ; as the ſmall-pox, which muſt have 


been of the moſt virulent kind, ſo man- 
gled and disigured her face, that her 
father was greatly mocked at her appear- 
ancc, nor could he tind the leaſt trace of 
her former beauty! her ſiſter is neither 
ſo handſome or checriul as ſhe was, but 
rather relerved and gloomy. She has, 1 
already perceive, been fo well tutored 
by their pricſts, that although ſhe is ſo 
young, ihe is become in the ſhort time 
Ihe was at the convent, a moſt rigid de— 
votce! ſhe has cut off all her fine hair, 


and 
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and wears a large double bordered cap, 
which conceals ncarly all her face! This 
conduct of hers, has greatly diſplcaſed 
her father, and diſappointed his views of 
introducing her into thoſe circles which 
could not but have greatly improved her 
manners, and given that poliſh ſo neceſ- 
ſary you well know, Madam, for a young 
woman to attain, who is juſt entering into 
life. This morning, I prcſcated to her 
{ome valuable trinkets that were her mo- 
ther's, among which were ſome fine pearl 
ornaments, a diamond ring, and a gold 
enamelled watch; but though ſhe ſecmed 
very much pleaſed with my offering them 
to her, yet you will ſcarcely credit what 
1 tell you, that ſhe abſolutely refuſed them 
all! Upon my aſking her the reaſon, ſhe 
replicd, that ſhe never would wear any 
thing of that kind, as ſhe wiſhed to be 
dreſſed in the molt plain and ſimple man- 
ner, being deſirous to retire from the 
world. as ſhe much wiſhed to embrace the 
Catholic Religion, and ſpend the remain— 


der of her days in a convent! I conſeſe. 
] was 
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I was thunderſtruck; for ſome time I had 
no power to make a reply! But, how- 
ever I may admire and revere her piety, 
I felt perfectly aſtoniſhed, that ſo young 
a perſon, and in ſo ſhort a time too, 
ſhould have been fo far prevailed upon 
as to wiſh to vive up the world and be- 
come a recluſe! What infinite pains muſt 
theſe pcople have taken, to have impreſ— 
ſed her mind with thele notions! At the 
ſame time, I procceded with caution in 
a matter of ſo much delicacy, and when 
I had to do with a mind ſo ſtrongly im- 
preſſed with their cnthuſtaltic notions. 
My diſtaſte to the Catholic Religion 
ariſes entirely from its want of univerſal 
charity; for can any thing be more 
{ſhocking to a benevolent mind, than that 
part of their doctrinc which excludes 
from ſalvation, all thoſe who arc not 
within the pale of their own church? 
Surely, this is a ſtrong proof of their not 
adhering to thoſe divine precepts of Ix- 


sos CurisT, who declared, that “ g rem- 
„ nant of all fhall be faved !” This leads 
Vor, II. 
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me to repeat my former ſentiments upon 
this ſubjett, as one cannot but lament, 
that the Chriſtian Religion, which breathes 
nothing but mcekneſs, charity, and uni- 
verſal bencvolcnce, ſhould have been ſo 
perverted as to have become a [ſcourge in 
the hands of its profeſſors, and the Catho- 
lic eccleſiaſtics, who will not allow, that 
no one can be acceptable to Gov, who 
may differ from them in particular points 
of faith; not conſidering that faith is not 
always in our own power, but to be mer- 
ciful and juſt, is in the power of every 
man. 

Mr. Tudor was for ſome time outrage- 
ouſly angry with his daughter, till 1 en- 
dcavourcd to appcale him by employing 
ſuch arguments as occurred to ge, in 
her excuſe. I reminded him, tha, her 
being partial to the Catholic Religion, 
was no more than natural, as her mother 
and the major part of her family, by her 
mother's fide, had been bred up in that 
religion; all which I ſuppoſed the prieſts 
well knew, and therefore beſet her with 


much 


E 


much more aſſiduity than they would 
otherwiſe have done! Strange, my dear 
Madam, as all this muſt appear to yous 
you will ſtill be more aſtoniſhed at what 
follows. On my mcntioning to Madame 
de la Mark and the Princeſs de Beauvats, 
Miſs Tudor's religious turn, they thus 
exclaimed, * it is a call from Gop !” and 
hopcd that if I was a Proteſtant, that I 
would not endcavour to altcr hcr pious 
ſentiments! My reply gave them much 
ſatisfaction, for which they ſormed a bet- 
ter opinion of me than before ; this they 
ingenuoully confeſſed, and were now, I 
found, not without ſome hopes of making 
a convert of me. The Princels de B. had 
been educated it ſcems in the ſame con- 
vent with Lady Elizabeth, the mother of 
Miſs Tudor, ſhe therefore ſelt h»-r{clf the 
more intereſted for che future happineſs 
'of her daughter. This I was informed of 
by Miſs D. The Princeſs therefore of- 
fered to place Miſs T. in the Royal Con- 
vent of St. Denis, without any expence 
to us; where, ſhe ſaid, they were treated 
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with more indulgence than in any other 
convent in France. Since, therefore, it 
was the wiſh of Miſs T. to become a 
nun, I thought it was ſuch an offer as 
would highly pleaſc her; but in this, I 
was greatly diſappointed, as 1 found ſhe 
treated it with a coolneſs rather bordering 
upon contempt ; for though ſhe felt her- 
ſelf inſinitely obliged both to the Princeſs 
and mc, ſhe hoped, if her father would 
have the goodneſs to let her take the vel, 
that it might be in the Order of Poor 
Claires! Good Heaven, child, cricd I, 
do you not know that the ordcr of the 
Claires is the moſt ſevere and rigid of any 
in France? She calinly replicd, ſhe knew 
that circumſtance, and was well acquainted 
with all the auſterintics that ſhe ſolicited, 
but that the harder the order, the more 
merit with Gov! As ſhe muſi it ſeems, 
be two years a penhoner, before ſhe can 
be admitted to enter upon her year of 
probation, her father and I both have 
hopes that ſhe may in that time, ſee 
enough of the convent, to deter her from 
being 
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being of their community; we are wil- 
ling, therefore, ſhe ſhould go as a pen- 
fioner, when ſhe will have a little ſpeci- 
men of what {hc is to ſuficr, if ſhe ſhould 
obſtinately perſiſt in purſuing that mode 
of liic) we therefore, propoſe the day 
alter to-morrow, to accompany her to 
the convent at Roucn. Adicu, for the 
preſent. 

I have now reſumed my pen, my dear 
Madam, to inform you we are juſt re— 
turned from Paris, where we went after 
accompanying Miſs Tudor to Rouen. I 
never in my liic had fo pleaſant a jour— 
ney. The proſpet was moſt delighttul 
all the way between St. Germains and 
that place. A grcat pari of the road hes 
between hills clutc on the banks of the 
Seine, of which you have a view betwixt 
the breaks 1a them. The whole country 
around is beautiful and finely cultivated. 
The city of Rouen is remarkably clean, 
adorned with a very fine Gothic cathedral, 
and many well-built churches and monal- 
terics, When we arrived at the convent 
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of poor Claires, we were ſtruck with re- 
verential awe at the ſolemnity of every 
thing around us; the gloomy aſpect of 
the place, the profound ſilence which 
reigned throughout, threw rather a damp 
on my ſpirits, but we were ſoon con- 
duftcd into a large parlour, in which 
was placed a moſt beautifully carved 
cruciſix as large as life, with an ex- 
preſſion of countenance that would, I 


think, have made a convert of a Deiſt! 


the exquiſite cleanlineſs of the place, and 
the modeſty and mcekneſs of the attend- 
ants, I confeſs, made a deep impreſſion 
on me! an iron lattice took up one cn- 
tire ſide of the room, behind which was 
a green curtain. When we were ſeated, 
we requeſted the favour of one of the 
lay filters, to convey to the Lady Abbeſs 
a letter which we brought from the Prior 
of St. Germains, not only to announce 
who we were, but upon what buſineſs we 
came. In about a quarter of an hour the 
curtain was undrawn, when in came with 
great dignity and ſolemn pace, the Lady 

Abbeſs, 


1 


Abbeſs, who greeted us with infinite po- 
liteneſs, ſeating herſelf as cloſe to us as 
the lattice would admit. As we had al- 
ready delivered our credentials, we briefly 
told her, that our daughter not only 
wiſhed to embrace the Catholic Religion, 
but to be admitted into their holy com- 
munity ; upon which, the old Lady ſigni- 
fied her approbation in the moſt pious 
terms, ſaying, as all the others had done, 
„ that it was a call from God.” She 
then, with a moſt benign ſmile, rendered 
her hand to Miſs Tudor, who dropping 
upon her knce, had the honour of kiſſing 
it. The Lady Abbeſs then rang a little 
bell, when there immediately appeared 
ten or twelve old nuns, to whom ſhe re- 
lated all chat had paſſed; they then ſcated 
themſcives cloſe to the grating forming 
a ſemicircle, Two of the lay liſters came 
in with a tray of proviſion and began to 
lay the cloth, which as ſoon as we per- 
ceived, we aroſe with an intention of 
returning to our inn, and to come again 
aiter dinner, but they preſſed us ſo much 
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to take ſome refreſhment, that we could 
not reſiſt their importunities; and we 
were much ſurpriſed, and indeed a little 
hurt, to ſce the table preſently covered 
with a proſuſion of dainties, conſiſting of 
roaſt chicken, ſallads, butter, cheeſe, a 
varicty of ſine fruit, and moſt exccllent 
wine; cofice and delicious liquors ſuc- 
ceeded. They apologized for not par- 
taking with us, but ſaid that they were 
obliged to conform to their rules. We 
ate but little, though we were hungry, 
for we could not, from ſentiment, think 
of feaſting in the preſence of ſuch poor 
half ſtarved beings, as they not only ap- 
peared to be, but as in ſact they really 
are! for it ſeems they cat but one mcal a 
day, and but of one thing only at a meal ! 
There 1s, however, a very good table kept 
ſor the penſioners and parlour boarders : 
and except what they get by them, they 
lubſüſt entirely upon charity; though they 
are ſo much beloved by the inhabitants, 
that ihey have plenty of proviſions, be- 
{des the donations they receive from the 

Catho- 
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Catholics in England. They wear no 
linen, and their faces are ſo covered with 
a black veil, that no part of it can be 
ſeen but the tip of their narrow chins; 
the Lady Abbeſs indeed, wore her's a tri- 
fle higher, but it was, I imagine, that we 
might be better able to hear what ſhe 
ſaid, for her voice was very low and 
iaint, no doubt, from the want of ſuffici- 
ent luſtenance ! 

As ſoon as we had finiſhed our repaſt, 
all the young ladies who were penſioners, 
both Engliſh and French, came to pay 
their compliments to us. They ſeemed 
very well educated, and entered the 
room with a very good grace and genteel 
addreſs; there could not be leſs than 
thirty or forty of them, all dreſſed alike 
in black cloth ſtays and coats, with long 
trains and white veils thrown a little back; 
I never beheld a more lovely fight; they 
were from the age of fix to eighteen; 
{ich modeſty and meckneſs, how truly 
captivating, but it is to be lamen:ed, that 
all that angclical appearance ſhould va- 
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niſh the moment they enter into the ſo- 
cicty of the world. By our defire, they 
permitted Miſs Tudor to ſee the interior 
of the convent, when I particularly re- 
queſted, for obvious reaſons, that ſhe 
might ſec their cells and other {ymbols of 
their auſtere life. In about a quarter of 
an hour ſhe returned to us alone, when 
we aſked her whether ſhe choſe to enter 
as a penhoner, or return with us to St. 
Germains? She chole the former; we 


therefore conducted her to a door which 


led to the interior of the convent, where 
the Lady Abbeſs and all the nuns were 
aſſembled ready to receive her, which 
they did in the moſt affectionate manner; 
the door then cloſed, and Mr. T. and I 
withdrew with heavy hcarts, and ſhedding 
tears all the way to dur inn. We roſe at 
an carly hour the lollowing morning, as we 
wiſhed to take a view of the city, which 
is molt delightfully fituated. We met a 
great number of very genteel women g9- 
ing to meſs; their exterior garment was 
made wi A rich black fix, and in ample 


folds 


i 


tolds reached down to their hecls, and 
was gathered very full round the neck. I 
never ſaw that dreſs in any other part oi 
France; ſome arc made with long flowing 

:ceves, and others only with arm-holes. 
The day aſter our return home, we ſct 
out for Paris, that we might make the 
neccflary preparations for the king's birth 
day. We went carly, to have the plca- 
ſure of converſing with Lady R. before 
the levee commenced. She looked un- 
commonly well. We found her ſcated 
in a chair of tate, with one foot on a 
crimſon velvet ftool; her head dreſs was 
remarkably elegant, conliſtiag of a ſuperb 
diamond coronct ; her gown was a flight 
pink and white luſtring, with a ray of 
pea-green, beautifully ornamented with 
broad blond lace. The ladics in general 
were mot clegantly attired ; among whom 
was Miſs W. daughter to the patriot, but 
as her father was at /, time under a 
cloud, he was not invited. When the 
Earl of M. was announced, there was a 
general buzz throughout the room, every 
F i 2 onc 
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one being in full expettation of ſeeing 
him appear as uſual, with a profuſion of 
finery; but we were greatly aſtoniſhed at 
his abſurdity, in coming in deep mourn- 
ing ; for which, I perceived his minnikin 
Lordihip got himſclf gently rebuked by 
the Amballadreiſs., who obſcrved, that his 
Lordſiup muſt have quite forgot that it 
wi. the -.ing's birth-day! We did not 
hear what apology he made, but he looked 
rather conſuſed, as he could not but per- 
ceive that the Ladic, were tittering behind 
thei: ſans, and that the men looked upon 
him with an air of cool ſurpriſe! Dinner 
being announced, her Exccllency was 
followed by her numerous gueſts, for 
whom there was provided a moſt ſumptu- 
ous banquet. Lord S——1 ſat next to 
me, and as his Lordſhip was helping me 
to ſome iruit, he happened to caſt his eye 
on one of my bracelets, and he was ſo 
much ſtruck with the exquiſite painting 
it contained, that I took it off ſor him to 
have a nearer view of it; he then ex- 
claimed, I never ſaw any thing ſo very 

ſmall 


5 


imall painted with ſuch expreſhon ot 
countenance as thole figures, in my life ! 
I need not, Madam, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
alk you for whom they were painted, às 
it is the ſtrongeſt reſemblance of the 
Royal Family I cver beheld! This, na- 
turally raiſed the curiolity of all the com- 
pany preſent, who expreſſed a wiſh to 
look at it, accordingly it was handed 
round till it came to the hands of the Am. 
baſſador, who declared, that if it were his 
property, he ſhould certainly preſent it 
to the Queen. Moſt-of the company 
gave it as their opinion, that it muſt have 
been formerly the property of one of the 
Royal Family. You have gueſſed the 
truth, replicd Mr. Tudor, for it was 
painted fyr his Majeſty King George the 
Firſt, who gave it to the Ducheſs of Ken 
dal. Mr. T. perceiving the company 
ſcemed ſurpriſed, and look as if they 
were anxious for a further explanation, 
he continued to inform them, that my 
father having purchaſed great part of the 
valuable furniturc which belonged to the 
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Duchels, at an auction after her dcath, the 
miniature with two ſmaller ones ſet in gold, 
were found 1n one of the private drawers 
of a commode table. He addcd, that a 
few ycars ago having ſhewn it to a French 
veriuoſo, he declared that it was the ſineſt 
painting in miniature he ever beheld, and 
expreſſed his opinion, if it were fhewn 
to the Queen, that her Majeſty would 
like to purchale it, as it was ſo flrong a 
likeneſs of the Royal Family.—Mr. T. 
replicd, that if he thought her Majeſty 
would do him the high honour to accept 
of it, nothing could give him greater 
pleaſure ; but I mult firſt know, ſaid he, 
whether I can with propricty venture to 
make the Queen an offer of it? I am 
coniident, ſaid the vertuoſo, that if the 
Queen was to fee it, ſhe would be de- 
lighted with it; and continued he, if you 
wiſh that her Majeſty ſhould ſee it, I 
have a friend, who 1s with her every day, 
and if you will give your conſent, I will 
undertake that he fſaall ſhew it to her 


Majeſty. As nothing can give me, ſaid 


Mr. 


1 


Mr. Tudor, a more ſenſible pleaſure than 
the having an opportunity of ſhewing my 
duty and reſpett to the Queen; (having 
been the lirſt who had the honour to wel- 
come her Majeſty to theſe haypy realms) 
I gave it into the hands of the wrrinofo to 
have it conveyed to her Majeſty, through 
the hands of his friend, who, I imagtned, 
was a Nobleman, by his intimating chat he 
was with the Quecn every day! Here 
Mr. Tudor pauſed; the Ambuſlaior was 
anxious to hear the ſeque!, which Mr. T. 
promiſed to acquaint him with next day, 
as he thought he had already cngrofle 

too much of the company's attention, and 
be likewiſe perceived that the Amballa- 
dreſs and the ladies wiſhed to withdraw. 
The company broke up early, and che 
Mmbaſſador inſiſted upon our ſpending 
the evening with him, to which my hul- 
band conſented merely out of complai- 
ſance, well knowing that his Lordihip 
could not lleep till he had heard the con— 
cluſion of this little hiſtory. Indeed, my 
dear Madam, if there was not ſomething 
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very curious in it, as well as myſterious, 
1 ſhould be fearful you would think tha. 
I hal intruded too much on your pati- 
ence, in giving you the quantum of hal 
a dozen letters in one. As ſoon as ſup- 
per was over, his Lordſhip teſtified much 
impatience to hear what followed: after 
the veriuofo had given his friend the minia- 
ture picture to ſhew the Queen, I re 
maincd in ſuſpence (ſaid Mr. T.) for near 
a week, without being able to learn the 
fuccels of it, whether the Queen had or 
had not accepted of it ; for in that time I 
had called twice at his lodgings, when hc 
told me, that his friend had ſhewn it to 
the Queen, but that ſhe was deſirous his 
Majeſty ſhould ſee it before ſhe gave her 
inal anſwer ; but, ſays he, I dare ſay in 
a Cay or two, I ſhall be able to acquaint 
you with the reſult. Accordingly I cal- 
led again in a few days, when he informed 
me that both their Majeſties were highly 
pleaſed with the piRture, and deſired that 
would ax a price, as they did not chuſe 
to accept of a preſent from a ſubzea! I 

confeſs 
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confeſs I was rather ſtaggered at this 
{pecch, as I could not believe that her 
Majeſty would refuſe to do me the ſame 
honour which ſhe had juſt before con- 
ferred upon another, as I had been in- 
formed! I was, however, obliged to de- 
cide the matter, cither to fix the price, or 
have the picture returned ! But what 
price to fix, I found a very difficult taſk! 
if I were to aſk what it was certainly 
worth, it might have been thought too 
much! if I were to aſk a low price, it 
might be deemed impertinent to under- 
rate a thing that I thought worthy the ac- 
ceptance of a crowned head! this was a 
point of great delicacy ! ſo great was my 
dilemma, that I was at a loſs how to att, 
which the fly vertuoſo perceiving, ſaid, per- 
haps, as you fo much wiſh it, my friend 
may be able to prevail on her Majeſty to 


accept of it, or perhaps make you ſome _ 


return for the compliment. Thus ended 
that morning's converſation, when he pro- 
miſed to call in a day or two upon his 
friend, when he did not doubt but 1 
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ſhould very ſoon receive {ome ſatisſaction 
on that head. A week or ten days clapſed 
without my hcaring one ſyllable on the 
ſubjea. I knew (continucd Mr. Tudor) 
that her Majeſty was too good and too 
benevolent, to keep me in painful ſul- 
pence, and not let me be informed whe- 
ther ſhe would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
honour me with her acceptance of it, or 
elſe order it to be returned to me. I 
then, for the firſt time, formed a ſuſpi- 
cion that ſome foul play was intended me, 
becauſe I could not account for the rea- 
ſon of the vertuoſo's concealing ſo cauti- 
oufly the name of his ſnend. I then 
waited upon the Lady at whoſe houſe I 
firſt ſaw this Frenchman, and related to 
her the whole ſtory, and aſked her he- 
ther ſhe could form any gueſs who his 
friend was, that ſaw the Queen cvery 
day? to be ſure I can, ſaid ſhe; it is 
Monſ. M » the Queen's Linguiſt; 1 
thanked her, and immediately ſet out in 
order to pay a viſit to Moni. NI 
Luckily that great man was at home. 


ke 


„ 


he received me with a great deal of 
French civ''ity, when I acquainted him 
with the rcaſon of my viſit, which was 
to be informe.'. whether her Majelty 
had been pleaſed to accept of the mini- 
ature picture wich he had done me the 
honour to ſhew to her? I perceived he 
mulſed for a few minnes, but recover— 
ing himſelf, r. plied that her Majeſty was 
much plcaſed with it, and would be glad 
to have it, if I would name the price. I 
told him why that was impollible, giving 
thoſe reaſons I have already mentioned, 
but that I wiſhed to have the honour of 
preſenting it to the Queen as a mark of 
my duty and reſpect. Well, ſays he, I 
ſhall ſee the Queen to mui: uw, when 1 
dare ſay, ſhe will inform me of her in— 
tentions concerning it; therefore, Sir, ik 
you will do me the honour to call in a 
day or two, I ſhall be able to tell you 
the Queen's determination. Accorcingly 
I went again in a few days, when he told 
me that he had not had an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to her Majelty, as the King 
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came in juſt as he was upon the point of 
aſking her. This ſhuffling condudt en- 
creaſed my ſuſpicions ! when ] {aid that 1 
did require of him to make ſonic caquiry 
about it, upon which he with a ſhrug of 
the ſhoulder, and putting on a conſe- 
quential air, muttered ſomething about 
its being in the poſleſſion perhaps, of 
ſome of the Queen's German women, but 
he would ſee about it! 1 confeſs, I now 
began to loſe all patience, for I plainly 
perceived that the two Frenchmen were 
endeavouring to jockey me out of my 
property; I was therefore determined to 
make cnquiries through lome other chan- 
nel; for which purpoſe, I went to Court 
with an intention of mentioning the cir- 
cumſtance to ſome of the Nobility, when 
I immediately perceived the Ducheſs of 
P , to whom I had made a preſent but 
a ſhort time before, of a very valuable 
picture, painted by Pettito; I related to 
her Grace the ſtory of the miniature, to 
which ſhe coolly replied, “ that when 
Princes put thoſe kind of things in 


„ their 
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„their cabincts, no more is heard of 
them!” I confeſs I felt much provoked, 
and had determined to break through 
all Court etiquette, in order to know 
with certainty, whether the Queen had 
ſeen it; for I really began to think that 
her Majeſty might never have ſeen it at 
all! for this purpoſe I was advancing in- 
to the circle, as the Queen, I knew, 
would ſoon recollett me, having had 
twice the honour of kiſſing her haud : but 
whilſt I was waiting for a proper oppor- 
tunity, I happencd to caſt my eyes upon 
that truly good and benevolent hearted 
woman, the Ducheſs of N——— 4, to 
whom I made a profound bow, when ſhe 
with great aflability and good nature, ob- 
ferved that ſhe ſeldom ſaw me at Court: 
I informed her Grace, that I had a very 
large family and lived chiefly in the 
country, and explaincd to her Grace, why 
I was at Court then, relating every parti- 
cular concerning the miniature picture; 
but inſtead of throwing cold watcr upon 
it, as her Grace of P had donc, ſhe 
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with infinite good humour told me, ſhe 
was much ſurpriſed that ſhe had not heard 
it mentioned, either by the Queen or any 
of the Ladies about her perſon, but ſaid 
the was determined to aſk her Majeſty 
concerning it as ſoon as the Ievec was over, 
and bade me come the next morning to 
breaklaſt wich her at Nd Houle, 
when ſhe did not doubt, ſhe ſaid, but ſhe 
ſhould be able to give me all the ſatisfac- 
tion I could deſire! I muſt here ob- 
ferve, continued Mr. Tudor, that one of 
my brothers who was the Rector of J 5 
had been to che day of his death in very 
high favour with the Duke, who uſed 
frequently to dine with him, ſaying, © I 
& like Tudor to dine with you, for you 
& are never put out of your way, nor 
add any thing upon my account, nor 
* do I know any body whoſe table is 
© more clegantly neat than your own; 
this was truly the caſe, Tor he was nice to 
a fault; he never ſat down to more than 
two diihes, excluſive of vegetables, whe- 
ther be had coinpany or dined alone, but 


thoſe 
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thoſe two diſhes were dreſſed in the beſt 
manner; I made this digreſtion, contt- 
nucd Mr. Tudor, to ſhew why I was in 
ſuch favour with the Ducheſs. I wem 
accordingly next morning, and after her 
Grace had pre ſented me to the Duke, ſhe 
ſcated me next herſelf at breakfaſt, when 
ſhe ſaid ſhe had ſomcthing to tell me 
concerning my picture; but, continucd 
her Grace, with her uſual charming «ffa- 
bility, come, come, cat your breakfaſt, 

and then I will inform you in whoſe hands 
it is! Sceing me look very impaticnt for 
an explanation, ſhe laughed and ſaid, 
„ Enow then, that the Queen is very 
* much aſtoniſhed, and aiſplcaſed thai 
you are not put into polleſhon of your 
picture «gain, for ſhe returned it to 
& Monſ. M above three weeks ago!“ 
After thanking her Grace for the inſor— 
mation {hc had given me, and the trouble 
ſhe had taken, I then took my leave and 
went immediately to the houſe of Mon. 
M „ho received me a little more 


creſt ſallen than he did before, all the gu- 
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die of the Frenchman was totally va- 
niſhed! I aſked him for my miniature ; 
he ſaid that he had been that morning 
with the Queen, and believed he ſhould 
have had it, if the King had not come in. 
I did not then let him know that I had 
been informed that he had it three weeks 
in his own poſſeſlion, nor would I diſco- 
ver to him that I was no ſtranger to his 
chicanery, therefore only ſaid, that I ex- 
pedted he would deliver it up to me on 
the morrow, or elſe he muſt not be fur- 
priſed at the ſtep I ſhould take to compel 
him! I perceived he had no pewer to 
reply, and even if he had attempted it, I 
certainly ſhould not have liſtened to him, 
having experzenced that he was capable of 
ſo impudent a falſehood! It is by ſuch 
undermining ſycophants as theſc, that 
Princes are fo often led into error with 
regard to the opinion they form ot certain 


perſons, who are made to appear ciious 


in their eyes through fallc repreſentations. 
I went the next day about the time I knew 
he would he comins from attending the 

Queen, 
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Queen, I ſaw him at a conſiderable dil. 
tance before he perceived me ; he looked 
thoughtful; his pace was flow ; he had 
one hand in his pocket, holding I pre- 
ſume the locket : Well, Doctor, ſaid I, 
I ſuppoſe you have now got the picture ? 
Yes, faid he, looking ſullenly, I wiſh 
you good luck with it, for you have no 
chance now of the Queen's ever having it, 
I affur.. you! upon which I took the pic- 
ture, and looking at it ſaid, I think 1 
have good luck with it. What do you 
mean by that, ſaid he? Why Sir, ſaid I, 
I mean that I am very lucky to get it out 
of the hands of thoſe to whom I entruſted 
it; and if you want a farther explanation, 
I will tell you, that if it had not been tor 
that good-hearted woman the Ducheſs of 
N , I ſhould have been, I p'ainly fee, 
cheated. out of my property; fo off I 
turned indignantly upon my heel, leav- 
ing the Doctor to his own reflections. 
Lord R. expreſſed his aſtoniſhment and 
juſt indignation of ſuch French perf dy, 
and ſaid, + How Tudor, came you 2: all 
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& people, to truſt a couple of Frenchmen 
& in ſuch an affair, I thought you knew 
& the world better? but as you ſeem fo 
& dcfirous that the Queen ſhould have it, 
& I will undertake to preſent it to her 
& myſclf; therefore take it oat of the 
& diamond ſctting, and I will have it ſet 
in plain gold, and the firſt time I go to 
& Court, I will preſent it in ſuch a man- 
& ner, as I flatter myſelf, ſhe will not 
& rcfuſe to accept of iti.“ We then took 
leave of their Excellencies, and next 
morning returned to this place, when I 
immediately put pen to paper, to relate 
to you what I have juſt written. I hope 
it may afford you ſome amuſement, to 
make amends for this long-winded epiſtle! 
but you may thank Heaven, Madam, that 
I ſhall not be much longer able to repeat 
my faul as it will not be many weeks 
belore we ſhall return to England. In 
the mean time, 
I have the honour to be, 


& Cc. &c. 
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ELEVENTH LETTER TO THE SAM. 


Calais. 


WE arc now, my dear Ma- 
dam, gently winding our way towards 
our native ſhore. On our arrival at this 
place, Mr. Tudor immediately ſet fail 
for England, on purpoſe to provide an 
habitation for us ſomewhere in the coun- 
try, when he fortunately met with a ſnug 
box in H ſhire, about thirty miles 
from London. It is delightfully ſituated, 
with a fruit garden, pleaſure ground, 
fiſh-pond, and twenty acres of rich mea- 
dow ground, for which he is to pay nine 
hundred pounds. Fro. his deſcription, 
I feel impatient to take poſſeſſion of it, 
which we ſhall certainly do as ſoon as it 
has undergone {ome neceſſary repairs. 

Mr. Tudor did himſelf the honour of 
calling at your houſe, but was informed 
you were gone to your ſcat at Belle- vue. 
During his ſtay in town he dined with 
Lord R. who left Paris about the ſame 
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time we quitted St. Germain's. His Lord. 
ſhip informed Mr. Tudor that he came to 
London upon urgent bulhneſs, but ſhould 
very ſoon return again to France, He 
likewiſe acqua ntcd lim with his ſucceſs 
as to hi priate embaſſy, having preſented 
the miniature picture to the Qucen, who 
expreſſed, his Lord!hip ſaid, infinite ſa— 
tisfaction at bcholuins again a pidlure, 
which ſhe was plcaled io lay, ſhe greatly 
admircd, from its exquiſite painting, as 
well as its ſtrong reſemblance of the 
Royal Family. Her Majeſty accepted of 
it ia che molt gracious manner; but I, who 
am rather of a jealous iemper, ſuſpekt, 
that his Lordſhip did not mention who was 
the real donor, withing perhaps 10 have the 
merit of preſenting it as from himſelf! 
Indced, I cannot help expreſſing my con- 
cern, that Mr. Tudor ſhould have per- 
matted any other than hinn{t If to have the 
honour of preſenting it to ker Majeliy. 

But I muſt now tell you a very curi- 
ous anecdote of a poor unfortunate Lady, 
a Mrs. P. who it ſeems lives but a ſew 


miles 
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miles diſtant from our newly purchaſed 
habitation. Mr. Tudor travelling in the 
age to H d, palled by a very ele- 
gant houſe ſurrounded with tall trees, and 
encompalſled by high walls, fo that the 
only view he could have of it was 
through a large iron gate. On one of 
the company in the conch oblerving that 
it belonged to Squire P. an old Lady, 
who till then had ſat ſilent, replied with 
a ſneer, „that Squire as you call him, 
% deſerves an halter, as much as any man 
* ever did who has ſuflered at the gal- 
& lows.” Pray, Madam, ſaid Mr. T. 
whoſe curiolity was much raiſed, may I 
aſk what crime is laid to his charge? 
Why, Sir, ſays the Lady, hc has been 
guilty of the blackeſt of all crimes, by 
confining his poor wife, on a pretence 
that the is mad; indeed his barbarous 
uſage is enough to make her ſo. I have 
lived in this neighbourhood fourteen 
years, and have never ſeen her yet! nor 
is there any company ever ſuffered to 
come to the houſe, except ſome of his 
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vicious companions, who oſten riot there 
with girls of bad charatter, whom they 
bring along with them, and thus the poo 
Lady 1s inhumanly treated, though ſhe 
brought him an immenſe fortune. 

His uncle dicd and left him a conlider- 
able cſlate, but he ſoon run through it 
by every vicious extravagance, till he 
was totally ruined! he was indeed upon 
the brink of a jail, when one of his com- 
panions bailed him, upon condition that 
he leſt town immediately, He then went 
to Bath, and happening to have a good 
1un of luck at the gaming tablc, he pro- 
cured about a couple of hundred, when 
he happened accidentally to hear, that 
there lived in a neighbouring county a 
very rich hcirels, who was carefully 
locked up from the fight of every body, 
as her uncle who was her guardian, did 
not want her to marry, as he would ſuc- 
ceed to her eſtate if ſhe died ſingle. The 
Zquire, therefore, planned the following 
ſcheme to make her his prize. Ile dreſ- 
led one of his companions in an hand. 

ſomc 
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tome livery, hired a couple of horics, and 
{et off for the city of ————, within a 
ſew miles of old Mr. Gripe's houſe, the 
young Lady's uncle. Old Gripe and his 
brother were formerly vinegar merchants 
in London, and had amaſſed very large 
fortunes. The elder brother dying, left 
all his property to his daughter, Mils 
Gripe, appointing her uncle to be her 
guardian, and in caſe of her death, if the 
died unmarricd, to ſuccecd to the whole 
of it. The young Lady's intellects, they 
ſay, are rather weak, and her perſon 
ſome what deformed, but neverthclcſs ihe 
is greatly to be pitied. Squire P. hav- 
ing learned every thing neceflary for his 
information concerning her fortunc, ſitu— 


ation, &c. he ſet off for the village of 


D——, about two miles from old Gripc's 
houſe, where he ſtaid at the inn under a 
pretence of being laid up with the gout. 
His confident in livery, was ordered to 
ride to and fro' by Gripe's houſe, to recon- 
noitre the ſituation, and diſcover circum- 
ſtances, One morning he rode by early. 


and 


| 
| 
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and ſaw tlie dairy-maid milking her cow: 
in a mcadow cloſe to the paling near the 
road ſide; this was a lucky hit for John, 
for pretending he had travclled a long 
way without breaking his faſt, he begged 
the favour of a little milk, which the 
500d -natured unſui{pctlting girl immedi— 
ately complicd with. Having thanked 
her ſor her civility, he told her, that 
on his return that way, he would con- 
viace her that he was not inſenſible of 
her kindneſs, and chucking her under the 
chin, they parted in great good humour 
with cach other. A morning or two af- 
ter, the lacquey did not fail to return at 
the ſame hour, and was again treated as 
before; upon which he preſented the 
milk-maid with a beautiful top- knot, as a 
token of gratitude. Molly being ſtruck 
with his generoſity, and likewiſe with his 
handſome perſon, could not let him de- 
part without telling him he ſhould be wel- 
come to ſome milk whenever, or as often 
as he came that way !—The dinner-bell 
baving collected all the ſervants into the 

| hall, 
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hall, the ſtory of the generous traveller was 


highly ſpoken of by Molly, but when the 
pink ſattin top-knot was ſhewn, all the maids 
envied the lucky dairy-maid, particularly 
Miſs Gripe's waiting woman, who flew at 
poor Molly, and obſerved with a malici- 
ous ſneer, that women ſeldom or ever 
received ſuch kind of preſents, unleſs 
they intended to grant the fellows ſome 
favours in return. This brought on ſuch 
bickerings on both lides, as would moſt 
certainly have ended in pulling caps, if 
the gentlemen of the livery, after enjoy- 
ing the ſquabble for ſome time, had not 
interfered and made them part friends; 
but upon conditions made by Mrs. Abi- 
gail, that Molly ſhould tell her when the 
ſtranger called again; for upon a little 
cool refledion, ſhe thought that by ſhew 
ing ſome kindneſs to the ſtranger, ſhe 
_ herſelf might alſo partake of his genero 
ſity. In the mean time, Mrs. Abigail, 
who always conſidered her own intereſt 
as a Principal part of her duty, was un— 
commonly civil to Molly, and by way of 
Vor. II. i making 
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making up for the little miſunderſtanding 
which had paſſed betwixt them, made 
her a preſent of a laced cap to wear with 
her new top-knot. This mark of appa- 
rent generoſity, Mrs. Abigail well judged, 
would lay Molly under an obligation to 
keep her promiſe, in letting her know 
when the ſtranger called again. Accord- 
ingly, it happened as both the Ladies 
wiſhed, for John was ſitting on his horſe 
cloſe to the meadow as uſual ; as ſoon as 
Molly perceived him, ſhe went up to 
him, ſaying, that his generoſity to her de- 
ſerved a better return than a cup of milk, 
and if he would alight and faſten his 
horſe to the gate, ſhe would take him 
into the dairy, where he ſhould have a 
diſh of nice cream and bread; this was a 
treat he little dreamed of, and with which 
he was very much delighted. Whilſt he 
was partaking of this delicious repaſt, 
Molly left him to contemplate on the 
cleanlineſs of her dairy. The two Ladies 
ſoon returned together, when Molly pre- 
ſented the ſtranger to Mrs. Abigail, who 


in 
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in return, complimented him with great 
addreſs on his generolity to the dairy- 
maid, and at the ſame time, begged that 
when he had eaten his cream, he would 
do her the favour to walk into her apart- 
ment, where breakfaſt was ready; and as 
he might perhaps {ind the cream rather 
cold on his ſtomach, ſhe wiſhcd to give 
him a diſh of good coffee or tea, which 
ever he liked beſt. Though Molly in 
her heart did not half like all this civility 
being ſhewn to John, whom ſhe was diſ- 
poſed to conſider as her gueſt; yet, as 
Mrs. Abigail had the power of turning 
away the maid ſervants if they offended 
her, poor Molly was obliged to ſubmit to 
her fate. John, who had his maſter's in. 
tereſt much at heart, knowing that he him- 
ſelf ſhould come in for a douceur if they 
were ſucceſsful, was greatly pleaſed with 
his morning's adventure, and having taken 
leave of both his female competitors, he 
promiſed to call again very ſoon. He 
haſtened to inform his maſter of his ſuc. 
ceſs, who immediately rewarded John 
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with a guinea for himſelf, and another to 
lay out in a fairing for Mrs. Abigail, who 
he deſired John to invite to the fair, 
which was to take place in a few days. 
Accordingly, John bought a very hand- 


ſome filk handkerchief, and went to 


Gripe's houſe the next morning at the 
uſual hour, and was invited as before, 
into the dairy ; but Molly not offering to 
go and inform Mrs. Abigail that he was 
come, John felt rather embarraſſed; for 
though he was well contented to fit with 
Molly, who was a pretty roſy checked 
girl, yet he well knew that the grand 
point in view would be wholly fruſtrated, 


if Mrs. Abigail was in the leaſt neglected; 


and not daring to entruſt Molly with the 
important ſecret, whom he perceived to 
have more good nature than ſenſe, he 
felt hiraſelf under ſome difficulty how to 
att, when he thought of the following 
plan: as ſoon as he had finiſhed his cream 
and ſome nice roll, and butter churned 
by Molly that very morning, he made her 
promiſe to come to the fair in the even- 


Ing; 
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ing, when he would make her a preſent 
of any thing ſhe ſhould like beſt ; but, 
continued he, for fear Mrs. Abigail ſhould 
be diſplcaſed at his not having remem- 
bercd her, and be affronted at her being 
neglected aſtcr the civility ſhe had ſhewn 
him, he thought it was beſt to offer her a 
little ſairing which he had in his pocket, of 
a ſilk handkerchict, ſhewing it to Molly, 
who coloured and looked a little cha- 
grined, when he begged ſhe would go 
and acquaint Mrs. Abigail, that he wiſhed 
to have the pleaſure of ſpeaking with her; 
but, ſays he, taking hold of Molly's hand, 
you need not go yet, I will have the hap- 
pineſs of enjoying as much of your com- 
pany as I can, for to be plain with you, 
my attention to Mrs. Abigail, is ſolely 
upon your account, and as I wiſh to be 
here often, it would not be poſlible, if 
ſhe were to take a diſlike to me, or was 
to have the leaſt ſuſpicion that my viſits 
were to you alone! this artful ſpeech had 
the deſired effect on the {imple girl, who 
inſtantly went to inform Mrs. Abigail of 
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the arrival of their new gueſt, for whom 
ſhe herſelf felt a little partiality. Upon 
John being condutted into her apartment, 
he immediately preſented her with his 
fairing, which ſhe no ſooner beheld, than 
ſhe coloured with delight, not for the 
lake of the handkerchicf, though it was 
remarkably handſome, but becauſe ſhe 
flattered herſelf that ſhe had made ſome 
impreſſion on John's heart, who ſhe 
thought was offering her that preſent as a 
tribute due to her charms. He alſo con- 
ducted himſelf with great civility towards 
the men ſervants, whom he invitcd to come 
and drink with him at the inn. He then 
informed them, that the reaſon of their 
travelling that county was, that his maſ- 
ter having lately come into poſſeſſion of 
a very fine cſtate, wiſhed to purchaſe a 
little hunting box, if he could meet with 
any in that neighbourhood, as he had 
been informed it was a fine ſporting 
country. They promiſed to make en- 
quiries, and ſaid, they did not doubt but 
their maſter would lend his hounds at 

any 
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any time to the Gentleman, as he was 
fond of ſport. John took his leave after 
making them promiſe to come in the 
evening, and informed his maſter of all 
that had paſſed. The Squire, who al- 
ready flattered himſelf that things were 
in a good train, ordered plenty of the beſt 
liquors for cheir entertainment, and very 
judiciouſly contrived that there ſhould 
be every appearance of his being a man 
of large ſortune; a very probable method 
to ſucceed, in whatever a man undertakes. 
The gueſts arrived, which were the coach- 
man, footman, and groom, who bcing 
well plicd with drink, their converſation 
was quite unreſerved, to which the *Squire 
was an car-witneſs, as he had placed him- 
ſelf in the next room, which was ſepa- 
rated only by a thin partition. Each 
party, as is uſual, began to talk of their 
maſters and family affairs; John ſet the 
example, by launching out in his maſter's 
praiſe, boaſting of his being the moſt ge- 
nerous, as well as the beſt natured man 
that ever exiſted, The others talked of 
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their maſter as a very oppoſite character, 
being a churliſh old fellow, that could 
not be happy himſelf, nor let others bc 
ſo; that he was very rich and very ſtingy, 
and becauſe he thinks, ſays the coachman, 
he has not got cnough already, he keeps 
his poor ncicc, who is an heireſs of 6000l. 
a ycar, locked up that nobody ſhould ſee 
her, as the old curmudgeon comes in for 
her eſtatc if ſhe dies ſingle. The footman 
{aid hc greatly piticd her, as ſhe was al- 
moſt every day in tears, for nobody dare 
ſpeak to her but her waiting woman, who 
takes upon her as much authority as if ſhe 
were her mother, and this ſhe does, I ſup- 
poſe, to pleaſe my maſter, with whom ſhe 
is a great favourite. After they were all 
gone, John and his maſter planned new 
ſchemes for bringing the matter to a con- 
cluſion. The next morning a gipſey 
happening to paſs by, curtlied to the 
Squire, and begged he would croſs hcr 
hand; he replied, that he would give her 
a ſhilling if ſhe told him any thing good. 
The cunning gipſey ſecing that he was au 
hand- 
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handſome man vith a good addreſs, gueſſed 
he was a favourite with the women, and 
therefore exerted all her rhetoric to pleaſe 
him, ſaying he would be ſoon marricd to a 
woman of large fortune. But the 'Squire, 
who did not want for ſenſe, if he had 
made a good uſe of it, did not attend to 
her predictions, though it occurred, that 
he could make her ſubſervient to his de- 
ſion ; he accordingly promiſed to reward 
her very handſomely, if ſhe would im- 
plicitly obey him in what he required of 
her. He mentioned to her his intentions 
o: making overtures to the rich heireſs, 
and if he ſucceeded through her means, 
he would recompence her in ſuch a man- 
ner, that ſhe nced not be under the ne— 
ceſſity of begging her bread for the reſt 
of her life. He warned her, however, 
to be very circumſpet as to the manner 
in which ſhe was to att her part, and he 
promiſed to ſend a perſon with her in a 
proper diſguiſe, as one of her own pco- 
ple, to direct her in the buſineſs. After 
thus giving her the clue, he ordered John 
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to diſguiſe himſeif as one of the gipſcy 
tribe, aud they both ſat out to the {eat of 
old Gripe, wi.cre they no ſooner ap— 
pearcd, than all the ſervants were allem- 
bled to ive ther! tortuncs told ; among 
whom Mrs. \'iyail was promiſed ſome 
unlovked for good fortune, The next 
morning John waited upon Mrs. Abigail 
and Molly, to invite them to come to the 
fair, when he promiſ: 4 them ice, &c. 
But Mrs. Abigail, thaugh much pleated 
with the invitation, was rather ſhock: | at 
Molly being invited to accompany har, 
whom ſhe conlidered only in the hiht of 
a cow girl, and exprefſen her diſapyroba- 
tion to John, to vkow it was a matter of 
diſtreſs, and who wamcdiately apologized 
for having menii::ned the dairy maid go- 
ing with her, thinking tae would not like 
to go without ſome woman, but as ſhe 
had an objeftion to it, Molly could go 
along with the other ſervants, and he 
would accompany Mrs. Abigail himſelf. 
But as he knew that this would totally put 
an end to his ever taſting a drop more of 

Molly's 
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Molly's nice cream, he bethought him. 
ſelf of another method of pleaſing both 
partics, which was, that he would come 
and take Molly to the fair the next even- 
ing. Mrs. Abigail being unable to diſap- 
prove of theſ conditions, ſhe ſet out 
with John, mount d behind bim on a pil- 
lion, when they preſently arrived at the 
inn, where John's maſter was ſtanding at 
the door. When they had alighted, hn 
informed his maſter that the Gewle- 
woman was Mils Gripe's waiting maid, 
upon which, the Squire with great ad- 
dreſs handed her into his apartment, with 
all the politeneſs as if ſhe had been a 
woman of diſtiattion ! for as the old Lady 
obſerved, people are oftener gained 1:pon 
by ſhewing them a marked attention, than 
by even a conhderable offer oi a pecu- 
niary nature. Thus it was with Mrs. Abi— 
gail, who though of a covetous diſpoſi— 
tion, was fo well pleaſed with this crvi- 
lity, ſo flattering to her vanity, that ſhe 
was quite charmed with the Squire. Ile 
immediately ordered tea, coffee, wine, 
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&c. for her rcſreſhment ; after which, he 
walked with her to the fair, where he 
purchaſed for her a few trinkets, by 
which he entirely won her heart. He 
then was determined to loſe no more time, 
but haſten to procced in what he had ſo 
happily begun. He repeated all that his 
man had told the other ſervants, that it 
was his intention to hire or purchaſe a 
ſnug little hunting box in that neighbour- 
hood ; that he had an cſtate of above two 
thouſand a year, and that if he could 
but get a woman of equal fortune, he 
ſhould be glad to ſettle for life; I wiſh 
you could recommend me to ſomebody, 
ſays he, (looking archly at Mrs. Abigail) 
for I am but juſt returned from making 
the tour of Europe, and have not yet 
had time or opportunity ©: going in pur— 
ſuit of a wife; now, if any one could 
help me to a woman as agreeable in per- 
fon as yourlel!, with a good fortune, I 
would reward them moſt liberally. A 
thought like lightaing ſtruck the covet- 
vis Abigail, who began to think that her 
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own fortunc would be made, if ſhe could 
prevail „pon her young miltreſs to liſten 
to the addreſſes of the Squire, who the * 
would ſo manage, as to make him give 
her an handlome ſettlement for life, pro- 
vided he married Miſs Gripe. Perceiv- 
ing that the 'Squire waited for a reply, 
ſhe ſaid, in a tone betwixt jeſt and ear- 
neſt, yes, I can, I velieve, put you ma 
way of getting a young Lady of a much 
larger fortune than you ſey you have, if 
you wiſh to be married. —If you make 
your words good, ſaid he, I will ſeitle 
upon you gool. a year for your life! 
Well, ſays ſhe, laughing heartily, if 1 
thought you was in earneſt, I think I 
could ſerve you, but I muſt have a pre- 
ſent before hand for my trouble, whether 
you ſucceed or not. This was a little em- 
barrafling to the Squire, who had almoſt 
got to the end of his finances, but as he 
had no other chance of ſucceeding, he 
faithfully promiſed to give her fifty gui- 
neas upon the firſt interview with the 
young Lady, whoever ſhe might be! 

Taheſe 
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Theſ: preliminaries being ſettled, hie 
then demanded of her who was the lady, 
whom the had deſtined to make him happy? 
Upon being told it was Old Gripe's nicce, 
the rich heireſs, he pretended to draw 
back, as if diſguiicd, ſay ing, he had al- 
ready heard ſomething of that lady; but 
if he was fo deformed and ugly as it was 


reported, he could not poff0 of 
being united to fuch a Gr 9 
man, if he were worth an 2C 


Abigail replied. it was true e +». not 
handlome, nor was her igure very gen- 
icel, but ite wa. not near fo bad as was 
reported, and was very good natured, 
nor did ſhe want for ſenſe; and beſides, 
her immenſe fortune would make up {or 
all defects; but continues the A. the 
difficulty will be how to manage an inter- 
view; for if once the oid fellow wes to 
have the leaſt ſuſpicion, that any man 
came to his houſe with a view of having 
his niece, the will be lock : ap more 
{tricily than ever; aud perhaps all the 
ſervants, whom he might think acceffary 
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n the affair, woulc be vile: | 20 
lays he, I have tho ght of EST: 
you will agiec to it, that ! 11 


ſuccecd. Ther. is in this town @ cunning 
gipſey, who tclis f. :tuncs, if you can o 
con:rive it, as to prevail on the ung 
lay to have her { rtone told, we could 
inſoutt the giplcy wand to tay. Aye, lays 
the A. that I can caiily manage, as we 
walk c ry evening in the garden, and 
Oienumes in the park; we can appoint 
the gipicy to be near at hand, when we 
will walk towards her! hut previoully to 
that, vou pals itowly by aſter ſun-ſct (as 


the old man does not walk out To late, 


becauſe of the Camps, being ſubzeQ to 
the racumatiſm} and then you ſhall fee 
her, but do not ſpeak to me, nor even 
let your fervart. The next evening as 
uſaal, Miſs Gripe and her maid took a 
turn in the garden, and from thence into 
the park, when, at a little diſtance, there 
app ared two men on horſcback ; they 
continued their walk, when the two men 
paſſed ſlowly on, looking very ſtedfaſtly 
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at Miſs G. and her maid; Mrs. A. took 
not the leaſt notice to Miſs, that ſhe even 
obſerved them; but Miſs ſaid, I wonder 
who that handſome man 1s, who was the 
foremoſt of the two, I never ſaw him paſs 
by before? That is not extraordinary, 
replicd the A. for there are a great num- 
ber of ſtrengers arrived in the village, 
on account of the fair. They then re— 
turned to the houſe, Mils ſtill ſpeaking of 
the two men. The next evening they 
took the ſame walk, when bchold they 
eſpicd the gipſey, upon which Mrs. A. 
ſaid, I do really believe that is the very 
fortunc-teller they talk ſo much of; the 
gipſey ſtopped, and begged ſhe would 
croſs her hand; aye, ſays the A. I will 
let you tell me my fortune, but I charge 
you not to tell me when I ſhall die; this 
ſhe ſaid, to make Miſs believe that the 
gipſcy was endowed with ſupernatural 
knowledge ; but obſcrving it would take 
up too much time to have both their for- 


- tunes told that evening, ſhe aſked Miſs 


:f ſhe liked to hear hers? if ſhe did, the 
gipley 
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gipſey ſhould tell hers firſt. Miſs was 
much pleaſed at the idea, and readily 
conſented. The gipſey, among other 
things, told Miſs ſhe would be ſhorily 
marricd to a very handſome man, of large 
fortune, deſcribing preciſely the very 
perſon Mils ſaw paſs by on horſeback, 
and added, that ſhe would ſoon be at 
liberty to enjoy the ſweets of hfe, and 
be no longer locked up in the cruel 
manner {ſhe was, becauſe her relations 
wanted to enjoy her fortune after her 
death! and that ſhe would very ſhortly 
fee the man who was deſtined to be her 
huſband ; and if ſuch a one offercd to her 
a ring, {he muſt take it, but if ſhe refuſed 
it, ſhe never would have another offer. 
What the artful gipſcy ſaid, made a deep 
impreſhon upon Nils, who no felt more 
diſcontented chen ever with her conhne- 
ment. At length, a {ew eventi2gs after, 
ſhe ſaw a Gentleman oa oricback. alone, 
advancing towards then, who Miſs re— 
mem+iered to be the {ame {lic tab before; 
he bowed very reſpectfully, dilmounted, 
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and faſtened his horſe to the ſtile, and 
approached Miſs Gripe with great po- 
liteneſs and addreſs, cntreating the favor 
of her io wear the ring, he was then 
taking from off his own finger, one night 
only, and that he would come again the 
next evening to lcarn his fate; that hap- 
pening to fee her the very firſt time he 
paſſed that way, he was forcibly firuck 
with her charms; that it made a deep 
impreſſion on him, and though he had 
not the nonor to know to whom he ſpoke, 
being an utter ſtranger to that part of the 
world, where chance had brought him, 
vet, if ſhe would condeſcend to put 
herſeli under his protection, he would 
in a few days convey her to his houſe 
in town; and as he had a very large for- 
tune, it wes immaterial to him whether 
ſhe hat anv or not, as his ſole aim was 
O fra a woman capable of making him 
h:-yv! Bai it the were to be fo cruel 
<< 15 return him the ring, he ſhould be 
to mot milerable of men; ſaying this, 
ne canting hy pocrite immediately mount- 
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ed his horſc, and galloped off full ſpced, 
leaving the aſtoniſhed Lady full of doubts 
and fears; but ſhe-was, poor thing, ſo 
tired with her conſinement, and fo capti- 
vated wich the perſon and addreſs of the 
ſtranger, that ſhe was almoſt bereſt of the 
little ſenſe ſhe had, or elle, ſhe muſt have 
been rather offended than pleaſed at the 
fulſome encomiums paſſed on her perſon, 
which would have exaſperated a woman 
of found underitanding. Having ac- 
cepted of the ring, there remained no 
difficulty for this artful v n to carry 
his ſcheme into execution, aided by the 
wicked Abigail, who fold her to nuſcry 
and wretchedaels ; for the wretch having 
purchaicd that ſcat with her moncy, ſhe 
will be moſt likely locked up in it during 
her life. One of the reaſons I have 
heard he is ſo crucl to her, is, becauſe 
ſhe has refuicd to ſign ſome writings, 
by which he would have been put into 
poſieſhon of all her property, which it 
ſeems is ſo ſettled, that he cannot touch 
any thing more than the intereſt of it, 

Lis during 
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during her life. Mr. Tudor returned 
the Lady many thanks for the tiouble ſhe 
had been at in complying with his requeſt, 
an.] though he had no doubt, from the 
monner it was related to him, of the ve- 
racity of the Old Lady, yet mentioning 
the circumſtance to many others in the 
neighbourhood where this unfortunate 
Lady rohes, he found it fully corrobo- 
rated, as a matter of fat! 

I balieve, indee |, that many a young 
woman has been ruined by hiſtening to 
thoſe peſts to ſociety, fortune teller>, and 
making confidents of their maid ſervants. 
I could fill a volume with reciting facts 
within my own knowledge, of the miſchief 
that has been cauſed by this tribe of 
miſcreants.- 

Adieu, my dear Madam, 
&C. &c. 
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1 WELETY LETTER TO THE SAN. 


Calais. 

I AM honoured, my dear Ma- 
dam, with your very polite and friendly 
letter, and return you many thanks lor 
the kind offer you make ol accommao- 
datiag us till our own houſe can be got 
reac y for our reception. I fincercly la- 
mente is not in our Power to accept of 
an in itation. which muſt have proved ſo 
pet dt w agreeabic; but we cannot think, 
dear Mzwuam. of intruding ourſelves upon 
you, encumbered as we are, with chil- 
dren, monkies, birds, dogs, and a long 
Airing of erceteras ; but ſhall certainly in 
ou: way to H 
our beſt 1cipects. 

As 1 am cver fearful of relating ſtorics 
after ther people, unleſs I can anſwer 
for the authenticity of at leaſt, ſome part 
of them. I am glad to bc informed by 
vor, Madam, that 1 have not been lad 
to Tepcat a ſalſity with reſpect to Mrs. 


Ty 
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hire, call and pay you 


22 
P. thouzh I confeſs 1 had rather for the 
fake of the poor highly injured Lads, it 
had not deen true Vihat a diſgrace to 
human nature. that there ſnould be found 
MES who arc capable of ſuch atrocious 
actions! Can ſuch wretches Bclieve in a 


future ftaic ? Surely not., for I think none 
but Atheiſts can be ſo thoroughly profli- 
gate and abandoned. for iy, not believ- 
ing in a future exiſtence. give. a loofe ic 
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pable of refleQion. as I think puts it paſt 
1 but that they arc endued with 
re aſon. 

A ſtory which has lazch deen related to 
me by a ver inclligent and ſenfible 
Scotchman, whoſe veracity I have no 
reaſon to doubt. will. I think puzzle 
thoſe » ho will not allow that dumb ani- 
mals act Stberwiſe than by natural in- 
Mndt.—But for the honour of the canine 
ſpecies in particular, whole ſagacitv, 
ſenſe, and fdclity are fo umverſally 
known. I will. my dear Madam. ior your 
amulcment, Endeavour io recite ihe tory 
as I hcara It. 

A Rickard, Duke of Hamikon. who 
was a man of a mot 
mand. and whoſe only puriuns were the 
gratif cation of his paſnons, took it ſud- 
dende into his head one morning on 
return from huniung, to fet out on a tour 
to ihe Continent, and gave orders to hs 
TV ants 10 get immediatelw ready to at- 
tend him. and bade them make hafte: 
put up ihe dogs. 
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Wnilſt his Grace was preparing to 
mount his horſe, a ſpanicl. that was ſeldom 
mich noticed by the Duke, fawncd upon 
him with uncommon affection, and ſecmed 
cager to accomp .nv him. but the Duke, 
who always rode very fag. thinking that 
the dog would be unable to kcep pace 
with him, gave orders for his being faſt- 
enced up; but the ſpaniel, who till then 


| had been always remarkably docile, and 


caſily governed, growled, and attempted 
to bite every one who offercd to touch 
him, at which the Duke ſeemed much 
{urprizcd. and confented to his following 


him, ſeving. that he ould be ſent back 


from Dover with the horſes. When the 
Duke went on board the packet, he was 
followed by only four of his ſuite, the 
reſt of his attendants being to return 
back with the horſes and dog; but the 
latter made many ttempts to get into the 
boat with his maler; and when the ſer— 
vants attemp:ed to take him up, he be- 
came quite Ontrazcous, and bit them, by 
which mcens he re 21:00 his liberty, and 


imme- 
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immediately plunging into the ſea, ſwam 
for a conliderable time after the packet, 
till he was almoſt ſpent, when the Duke 
feeling compaſſion for him, ordered out 
the ſmall boat to take him in, ſaying, in 
his rough way, d—n the dog, if he will 
come he muſt. The poor animal careſſed 
and fondled the Duke ſo much, that his 
Grace, who was as much pleaſed as aſto- 
niſhed, patted and ſtroked him, calling 
him his faithful cur. It was after ſun-ſet 
when the Duke landed at Calais, when he 
ordered ſupper to be got ready immedi- 
ately, as he intended to travel poſt all 
night, being in haſte to get to Paris. 
Every one endeavoured to perſuade him 
to ſtop 'till next morning, ſaying it was 
very dangerous travelling at night, as the 
roads were then infeſted by a terrible 
banditti, particularly the foreſt, through 
which he muſt paſs; but he was deter- 
mined to purſue his journey, ſaying he 
defied any one to attack him, as he and 
his attendants were all well armed. Hav- 
ing paſſed through the foreſt without any 
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accident, he laughed at the fears of thoſe 
who had endeavoured to diſſuade him 
from travelling at night. At a little 
diſtance from the foreſt he eſpied a light, 
and ordered his avant courier to haſten to 
the houſe, and get every thing prepared 
for his reception. The Inn was large, 
with good accommodation: after the Duke 
had regaled himſelf with a good ſupper, 

2 ordered his attendants to call him early 
in the morning, and then faſtencd his 
door, with an intention of going imme- 
diately to bed. After employing ſome 
time in looking over ſome papers which 
he had in his pocket, he began to undreſs, 
when the dog perceiving his maſter ad- 
vancing towards the bed, took hold of 
the bottom of his night-gown, and endea- 
voured to draw him back ; the Duke was 
much ſurprized, but thought little of it, 
till the dog ſerved him fo a ſecond time, 
which made his Grace imagine that ſome 
body lay concealed in the chamber ; he 
thereſore looked under the bed, and care- 
fully examined every part of the room, 


but 
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but finding nothing, he attempted again 
to approach the bed, when the dog drew 
him back with ſuch force, that the Duke 
fell down, and ſtruck his forehead againſt 
the fender, by which means he received 
a deep cut, which bled for ſome time; at 
length the Duke recovering himſelf, was 
getting up, when he perceived his faith- 
ful ſpaniel lying cloſe by him, licking the 
wound! But his aſtoniſhment was be- 
yond imagination to paint, when he ſaw 
nothing but a great quantity of ſmoke or 
ſteam, which increaſed ſo faſt, that he was 
not able to diſtinguiſh any one objet in 
the room. For ſome time he ſtood mo- 
tionleſs, till he was rouſed by a loud 
knocking at his chamber door, from one 
who demanded entrance ! But upon his 
Grace declaring he would not open the 
door, they threatened to break it open; 
upon which he {wore that the firſt man 
who offered to come in, ſhould loſe his 
life, and to convince them that he was in 
earneſt, he fired off one of his piſtols 
through the key-hole, which cauſed them 

| M m 2 inſtantly 
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inſtantly to retire. Preſently he heard a 
great confuſion in the houſe, probably 
owing to ſome of the villains being 
wounded, as the noiſe continued ſome 
time ; but as none of his attcndants ap- 
pearcd, on his calling out to them, or 
upon the report of the piſtol, he began 
to feel greatly alarmed, looking upon his 
death as inevitable! but, preſently, the 
noile ceaſed on a ſudden, and a profound 
filence enſued! yet he was fearful of 
opening his chamber-door, thinking they 
were lying guietly in ambuſh, in hopes ol 
his coming out. Day-light appearing, he 
began to think of making his eſcape out 
of the window, but his terror was greatly 
increaſed, when he perceived the win- 
dows were all barricadoed with iron! He 
was almoſt frantic with rage and deſpair, 
not knowing how to att! Whilſt his 
mind was thus agitated, he heard the 
ſound of a carriage at a diſtance; and 
having luckily a pencil in his pocket, he 
wrote a few lines, deſcribing his ſituation 
and rank, when a {mall market-cart ap- 

: peared, 
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peared, with only one man in it, to whom 
he made a ſign to ſtop, putting out his 
hand through the iron bars, and throwing 
_ down the paper he had been writing upon. 
The driver took it up, and carried it with 
him; when in a little better than an hour 
the Marechauſse arrived, well knowing the 
character of the houſe, though they had 
no conception of the horrid murders that 
had been committed in it! They knocked 
loudly at the ſtreet door, but nobody 
appearing, they broke it open, and found 
all the family were fled! The Duke no 
longer was at a loſs to know why his 
attendants came not to his affiſtance, for 
he found every one of them murdered 
in their beds!! The ſteam which had 
ſubſided diſcovered an aperture, through 
which the bed was let down by pullies, 
into a chamber, wherein there was a re- 
ſervoir of boiling water, which was des- 
tincd to put an end to the Duke's life! 
for they no doubt imagined that the Duke 
was in bed when they let it down; and it 
appcarcd that many other travellers had 


been 
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been murdered by the ſame means, from 
the vaſt quantity of human bones that 
were found in that horrid place! It was 
ſuppoſed that the Inn was kept as a decoy 
for travellers, and moſt certainly be- 
longed to the banditti, ſome of whom 
it was conjeQured, would have returned 
in the evening, and have put an end to 
the Duke's exiſtence. 

His Grace, it 1s ſaid, took an everlaſt- 
ing farewel of the Continent, contem- 
plated his pait life, and his miraculous 
eſcape, which had ſo wonderful an effect 
upon him, that he ever after led a moſt 
exemplary life! It is likewiſe ſaid, that 
his Grace is painted at full length, with 
his faithful dog by his fide, and that there 
are allo ſome lines written in praiſe of 
that ſagacious and affectionate animal. — 
Now, my dear Madam, I doubt not but 
you will be of opinion, from what has 
been above related, that in ſome meaſure 
it coincides with my hypotheſis, that dogs 
are capable of xEFLECT:o0N, and of courſe, 
REASON ! Will vou not agree with me, 

that 
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that the Dake's eſcape was entirely owing 
to a fore-knowledge in the dog? Docs not 
his condutt throughout, warrant an an- 

{wer in the affirmative? If then that be 
the caſe, it cannot be ſaid the creature 
ated merely from ſtint; and if he 
poſſeſſed a knowing faculty, he certainly 
could reaſon as well, if not better than 
us, for he plainly evinced that he had a 
_ pre-knowledge that his maſter's life was in 
danger, from the firſt inſtant the Duke 
took it in his head to travel to the Conti- 
nent! It may be ſaid, that there is 
nothing fo extraordinary in a dog being 
anxious to follow his maſter, who is going 
a journey ; it 1s true, but this dog was 
not in the habit of going out, but with 
the other dogs; but I will drop that 
argument, and confine it ſolely to his 
tugging his maſter's night-gown repeat- 
edly, and with ſuch force at laſt, as to 
throw him down, and whilſt the Duke 
was fainting, the bed diſappeared! So 
that it is clear, if the dog had not ſtopped 
his maſter from going to bed, he would 


have 
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have becn inevitably loſt ! That it was 
the interpolition of PROVIDENCE, which 
ordained that the animal ſhould be in- 
ſtrumental in ſaving the Duke's life, I 
can caſily believe, as my ideas ſo per- 
fealy coincide with thoſe of the learned 
Dottor Clark, who in his Demonſtrations 
ſays: © All things that are done in the 
& world, are done either immediately by 
& Gop Himſelf, or by created Intelligent 
* Beings, matter being evidently not at 
& all capable of any laws or powers 
„ whatlocver, any more than it is capa- 
& ble of intelligence.” 
Tis eaſy to perceive from thence, that 
the learncd Dottor's opinion was, that 
brutes have ſouls; if fo, they muſt be 
immortal, as ſpirits cannot be annihilated. 
Nay, ſome philoſophers, among whom 
was the learned Jeſuit, Father Bougeant, 
have cven gone lo far, as to declare it to 
be their opinion, that all the dumb cre- 
ation have ſpiritual ſouls, and that they 
arc reduced to that humiliating ſtate by 
way of puniſhment, being © the primary 
effect 


1 


elſect of the Divine Vengeance againſt 
the rebellious ſpirits who were con- 
demned to cverlaſting puniſhment, but 
that this decree might poſſibly be re- 
ſerved for the day of judgment, and 
that Gov, in order that ſo many legi— 
ons of reprobate ſpirits might not be 
uſcleſs, diſtribuicd them through the 
ſeveral ſpaces of the world to ſerve the 
deſign of n1is PROVIDENCE, and make 
His OMNIPOTENCE appear! perſuaded 
that beaſts have intelligence, how much 
are they to be pitied for the exceſſive 
evils which the majority of them are 
expoſcd to. How unhappy is the con- 
dition of horſes ſuffering under the 
barbarous hands of an unfceling car- 
man, murdering them with blows, and 
cruelly ſuffering from being driven till 
every nerve is ſtretched ready to burſt. 
But, indeed, if they are given up to 
man for the purpoſe of exerciling his 
cruelty on them, man is juſtified (if 
any thing can juſtiſy his want of feel- 
ing and humanity) in obeying the de- 
Vor. II. Nn „ ſignus 
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i* {igns of Providence; but this is a mys- 
„ tery 1ncomprehenlible to human rea- 
„ fon! It is not then for us to ſay whe- 
„ther or no they deſerve to be thus pu- 
„ niſhed, but only to prove from daily 
„ experience, that they poſleſs a know- 
ing faculty, reaſon, and reflection, but 
„little inferior to men.“ 

Another reaſon which this ingenious 
writer givcs for thinking that they arc the 
original rebellious ſpirits, 1s, that it 1s 
a truth beyond doubt, that beaſts by na- 
ture are extremely vicious, but cannot 
ſin, becauſe they are not free; but the 
various birds and bcaſts of prey are cruel, 
and many devour cach other. “Cats are 
„ perfidious and ungrateful, monkies 
& miſchievous, dogs envious, and the 
„ generality of beafts are jealous and re— 


* 


« vengeful to excels.” Without quoting, 
Madam, the hypotheſis of the learned 
writer further, enough has been ſaid to 
ew it is an abſurd opinion, to think that 
brutes are mere machines. Nay, the great 
Locke allows, that brutes have ideas, and 

that 
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that they reaſon, though they are not 
perhaps capable of comparing and com- 
.prehending theſe ideas, and reaſon ab- 
ſtractedly as we do. 

I muſt now conclude my long diſlerta- 
tion upon the brute creation, as Mr. Tu- 
dor has juſt informed me, that he ſhall 
leave me here for a ſew weeks longer, 
whilſt he gets all things in readineſs for 
our reception in H hire. He intends 
himſelf the honour of being the bearer of 
this letter, and as it will be the laſt that 
you will receive from me on this fide the 
Alb:on ſhore, you may bid adicu to your 
continental correſpondent, who hopes ſoon 
to have the happineſs of expreſſing in per- 
ſon, thoſe ſentiments of regard and eſteem 
which ſhe lo ſincerely feels? 

I have the honour to be, 
My dear Madam, 
With the utmoſt reſpett 
and moſt perfect eſteem, 
Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
A. TUDOR. 
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CONCLUSION. 


R. and Mrs. Tudor having ſpent 

ſome ycars aſter their return from 
the Continent at their peaceful abode, in 
the full enjoyment of domeſtic felicity, 
Mrs. Tudor ſolcly occupying herſelf in 
the pleaſing talk of cducating her own 
daughters, Mr. Tudor was informed of 
the death of his ſtep-mother, Mrs. L N 
by which he became intitled to a fortune 
of nearly twclve thouſand pounds. 

Upon the ſtrength of this very accept- 
able acquiſition, he took a very clegant 
houſe at B-—, but whilſt he was em- 
ployed in making preparations for this 
new change of ſcene, and indulging him- 
ſelf in the plealing expectation of living 
in a ſtile more ſuitable to the views he had 
formed, of introducing his children into 
that kind of ſociety which could both in- 
ſtrat, as well as give that poliſh to 

their 
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their manners, ſo neceſſary to their intro- 
duction into polite life, he was much 
aſtoniſhed to find that two men, whoſe 
names he never ſo much as heard of, had 
entered a caveat againſt him, putting in 


their claim to the property which he was 


intitled to in right of his firſt wiſe ! This 
induced him more attentively to examine 
the wilt of his wiſe's grandfather, old 
Mr. B r, of French extraction, who 
expreſsly left che above property to his 
grand- daughter, if ſhe ſhould arrive at 
the age of twenty-one; but in caſe that 
ſhe died before ſhe attained that period, 
and in that caſe only, it was to go to ſome 


of his relations ſpecihed in the wiLL. 


Now, as the firſt Mrs. Tudor lived to the 
age of twenty-four, Mr. Tudor held in 
contempt the attempts of his French cou- 


ſins to deprive him of his juſt property; 


but theſe men were obſtinately bent, 


though both law and reaſon ſcemed ſo 


ſtrongly againſt them, to bring it tc a 
trial. The firſt lawyers in the kingdom 
were conſulted and retained by Mr. Tu- 

dor, 
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dor, among whom were the great T Ws 
W n, and the truly worthy M ks, 
who all laughed at the folly of the oppo- 


nents, as nothing could be more clear to 
her underſtandings (their notions of 
rQvity. being cqual to their profound 
Knowledge of the law) than that Mr. 
Tudor had an indiſputable right to his 
wile's fortune ! 

At length, however, the cauſe came 
on, when it appcared to every honeſt man 
who had ſenſe to perccive, that it was paſt 
diſpute, Mr. Tudor's juſt property! Nay, 
what is ſtill more ſtrange, it appeared ſo to 
the very C r but the day before! for 
Mr. Tudor, on the day previous to that 
on which the C r decided it in favour 
of the foreigners, received a letter from 
his friend, Mr. H d (who had been 
thirty years Regiſtrer to the Court of 
Chancery, and who was frequently con— 
ſulted by the C r) in which he thus 
exprelled himfecll; + Come and dine with 
„ me to-morrow, my dear friend, that 
„ue may drink the C r's hcalth in 

„a bum— 


* © 


+6 


TJ 


"= 


cc 


& 


** 


* 


(e 


$5 


( 279 ) 

a bumper of clarct, ſor I would not 
give {ixpcnce to infare a decree in 
your favour, from what the C 
ſai] yeſterday at table; for this caſe. 
ſaid he, is fo ſimilar to that of Randal 
and Rullicll's, it can give me no trou— 
ble; the Lords have pointed out the 
law in that caſe clearly, and this is 
even ſlronger.” 


This, ſaid Mr. Tudor (after his fatal 


— 1 


loſs) brings to my mind a little of Sel— 
don's table talk. © Equity (ſays he) is a 


ce 


(e 


r—h thing; for the law we have mea- 
ſure, and know what to truſt to; but 
Equity is according to the conſcience 
of him that is Chancellor; and as that 
is larger or narrower, ſo is Equity. It 
is all one as if they ſhould make the 
ſtandard of meaſure, a Chancellor's 
ſoot ; what an uncertain meaſure would 
that be! one Chancellor has a long 
foot, another a ſhort foot, a third, an 
indifferent foot—'tis the ſame thing in 
a Chancellor's conſcience.” 


The 
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Tne cauſe failing in one Court, Mr. 
Tudor was adviſed to bring it before the 
higheſt Tribunal in the kingdom, where 
injured Juſtice had always found relief! 
but tne ſame fatality attended lim !-—— 
— on Sos 06. a. A A A , * 
FFF  Fe an; ſpace of 
evcry argument made by the great and 
lIcaracd C——den, who nobly ſtood for 
three hours to deſend the cauſe of ]ul- 
tice—but alas! on that day, Juſtice was 
in Eclipſe! That worthy and humane 
nobleman, Lord P t, perceiving the 
unfavourable proceedings of the Court. 
deſired that the opinion of all the Judges 
might be taken.—** I am here, (ſaid the 
„noble Lord) a Judge in this Court, but 
& I am not a Lawyer.” This equitabic 
motion of his Lordſhip being over-rulcd. 
the noble Earl walked indignantly away, 
aud was followed by others, who ſelt the 
ſame indignation as his Lordſhip. The 
learned C n, when the whole was 


over, wrote a letter to a friend, in which 
he lamented Mr. Tudor's very hard caſe ; 
« hi; 
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his caſe would have been hard (ſeid 
* that great lawyer) kad the law been 
* againſt him,” lamenting in the mot 
pathetic terms, his ill treatment and grie- 
vous loſs by an unfavourable ſentence ; 
adding, my heart blecds tor him, and to 
i 

Mr. Tudor thus cruclly diſappointed 
oi his property, beſide ſuffering from 
the heavy expeaces mcurred by the law 
(full ſeven hundred pounds) le quitted 
again his naive ſhore, to ſeck a more 
javuurable foil, and one beiter ſuited to 
his reduced fituation. Having mentioned 
his loſs, and his intentions of going to 
France, in converſauon with ſome Spaniſh 
Gentlemen of high rank, they perſuaded 
him to go to Spain, where they aflured 
lum he would be well received, and where 
he would mcet with encouragement, if he 


choſe to act in his military capacity, and 


obtain a lucrative poſt. Mr. Tudor hav- 

ing a family of eight children, and a very 

limited fortune, he in juſtice to his chil- 

dren, moſt readily cmbraccd the offer: 
Vol. II. O o 
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and therefore went to London at the {ame 
time theſe GenmIlemen did, who preſented 


him to Count E-——3 (Secretary to Prince 
M „che Speniſh Ambaſlador) who 


gave him a paſſport to enter the kingdom 
oi Spain, and allo letters of recommenda- 
tion to the Marquis de G di, Prime 
Miniſter at Madrid.. 

Upon the arrival of Mr. Tudor and 
farnily at Barcelona, he immc-lately ſent 
his letters off to the Miniſler, when an 
anfwer came by the retura of poſt, writ- 
ten in the Spaniſh language, ſigned by 
the Secretary, Del Conmpo, (a Nobleman 
weil known and reſpected in England 
lince that period) in which it was re— 
commended to Mr. Tudor to quit Barcc- 
lona in leſs than a month and come on 


to V 


„where he would receive pro- 


per inſtructions to enter upon his new em- 


ployment, the particulars of which would 
be ſpecified on his ariival at that place, 


where he would mect with CVCTy accom- 


modation ſuitable to his rank and the ap- 
pointment hc was to hold; winch was no 
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leſs, than to take upon him that command 


which G | then held, who 
was then under the diſpleaſure of the 
Sovereign, having been unſucceſsſul in 
a late undertaking. The honours and 
emoluments were to be {ſuch as would 
have made {ull amends for Mr. Tudor's 
recent loſs, if it had been ten times the 
ſum. But as a proof of that integrity ct 
character and nice honour, which ever 
#cluatcd the actions of Mr. Tudor, an! 
which even his bittereſt enemies had no! 
the power to diſavow, he revolted at the 
idea of accepting an employment which 
he found would prove, if he were to be 
lucceſsful, detrimental to the intereſts o. 
his own country. Few men, treated a, 
he had been, would have wichſtood an 
offer, which not only would have ennc'!- 
lim, but by which Le muſt kave pri” 
cured to himſelf a very large fortune. 
Nothing, however, he ſeid, though cruc]!. 
and unuilly done by, ſhould cver preva!! 
upon him to liſt up an hoflile hand again 
the intereſt of his own King and county 
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in ſhort, he left Spain with as much pre 
cipitation as if be han been a deſerter. 
left it ſhould be known at Madrid and he 
e overtaken, well knowing the Spaniſh 
chara-ier, which is that of being jealous 
and revenceſul to an extreme. He was 
F-arful if he did not eſcape, that he 
ſhould feel the effects of their anger, as 
they would look upon it as an mult, the 
refuling ſuch offers, particularly as it 
was hinted to him in conjedence the com- 
miſÿion he was to execute, which vas 
with great caution concealed from the 
knowledge of Lord — our Ambas- 
ador then at that Court! therefore he 
could expect nothing leſs than the lots of 
liberty, or perhaps life ifelf, if they had 
the leaſt idea of his quitting the kingdom, 
which he found great difficulty to accom- 
pliſh, as he could not have got a pals- 
port, if it had not been for a French 
Gentleman who procured it for him at 
the fame time he got his own. Upon Mir. 


Tudor's arrival in France, he wrote a 
moſt reſpectſul letter to the Marquis de 
G 
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6d, returning him many thaaks for 
the high honours intended him, and the 
confidence his Excellency had propoſed 
to put in him, and made the beſt and 
moſt natura apology for declining it. In 
anſwer to this, he reccived a letter write 
ten (for the firſt üme) in Engliſh, fron 
the then Secretary, Dc! Campo, exprefins 
his concern that Mr. Tudor ſhould have 
declined compiying with their wilhes, but 
highly complimented him on that honour 
and integrity he fo nobly evinced for his 
OWn country. 

Upon the arrival of De! Campo in Eng- 
land ſome years after, Mr. Tudor waited 
upon him. when a mutual friendſhip 
took place, which laſted during Mr. Tu- 
dor's ſtay in England, who finding tha: 
country much too dear for his impover- 
iſhed finances, he bade an everlaſtir g 
farewel to a country which he dearly 
loved. but which had been hoſtile to 
him, and therefore bent his way towards 
the South of France, where he propoſed 
ſpending the remainder of his days; but 
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previouſly, he propoſed to wander to- 
wards Italy. being anxious to tread on 
claſſic ground, and indulge himſelf with 
viewing thoſe productions of Nature and 
Art. which are there to be met with in a 
ſuperior ſtile to what is to be ſeen in 
any other part of Europe; but, Provi- - 
dence had deſtined him a longer journey, 
towerds that © bournc from whence no 
traveller returns.” —For on the very 
morning he ſat off irom Bou!-gne fur Mer. 
that very morn he bade adieu, a long 
adicu to ail earthly purſuits, and ſud- 
denly Cropped from his ſeat in the car- 
riage ! 

We my venture to afhrm, fearleſs o! 
contradiction, that few men had leſs fail 
ings, but fewer ſtill, poſſeſſed his ra 
NENT VIRTUES ! 
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